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Beggar to stand trial in High 
Court over childtraflicking 

daughter, Merisha, who reportedly told 
investigators that the accused often left 
the rest of the children at home and 
moved only with the youngest to the 
streets to beg for money. 

Medical examinations presented by 
the prosecution indicate that on No­
vember 12,2024,the accused was exam­
ined at CPS Kampilla HCll and found to 
be mentally sane, but with speech im­
pairment. The three-year-old victim 
was also examined and found to be Prosecution states that Mr Malingumu had been 

begging around Kitgum House for several months, 
moving with the toddler perched on his shoulders 
while holding a placard asking for transport bapk to 
Soroti. 

BY JULIET KIGONGO 

A 
father with speech and hearing 
impairments, who allegedly used 
his three-year-old daughter as 
bait to solicit sympathy from pas­

sers-by on the streets of Kampala, has 
been committed to the High Court to 

. stand trial on charges of child traffick­
·ing. 

Mr Faruk MalingumU,36, a resident of 
Katwe in Kampala District,is accused of 
exploiting his daughter, Jamila, to solic­
it money from the public. If convicted of 
the oft:ence of trafficking in persons,he 
faces a maximum sentence of death by 
hanging. . 

According to the prosecution, Mr Ma­
lingumu had been begging around Kit­
gum House for several months,movirig 
with the toddler perched on his shoul­
ders while holding a placard asking for 
transport back to Soroti. 

His activities came to the-attention of 
police after a senior officer received a 
photo on WhatsApp,prompting a chain 
of events that culminated in his arrest 
on November 7,2024. 

The indictment signed by the Direc­
tor of Public Prosecutions states that on 
November 7,2024, on Kampala Road, 
Mr MalingumU received, harboured, or 
transported the three-year-old girl by 
means of abuse of power or a-position 

of vulnerability for purposes of finan­
cial exploitation. . 

"The first report was made by SSP Car­
olyn Kushemererwa, who received the 
photo on November 4, 2024. The pic­
ture showed Mr Malingumu carrying 
the juvenile with a handwritten plac­
ard appealing for assistance. She traced 
the source of the image and established 
that the man had been stationed near 
Kitgum House for months, routinely 
begging with the child," the court doc­
uments read in part. 

The documents further state that Kus­
hemererwa then forwarded the pho­
to to SP Grace Nampiiia, who, in turn, 
reported the matter to the officer-in­
charge of Kampala Road Police Post. 
Acting on the report, AIP Wangwe ar­
rested the suspect at the traffic lights on 
Entebbe Road. 

Upon his arrest, Mr Malingumu was 
found with Shs4,800, believed to have 
been collected from street begging, and 
which has since been exhibited as evi­
dence. 

He was subsequently taken to Kampa­
la Central Police Station, where, due to 
his speech impairment, he recorded a 
statement with the assistance of a sign 
language expert. He confirmed that 
he had been arrested with the child in 
town. 

Police also interviewed his older 
Mrlaruk Malingumu, in the dock at Buganda Road Chief Magistrate's Court 
on·charges of child traff"icking yesterday. PHOTO/JULIET KIGONGO 

mentally sound. . 
The prosecution intends to rely on 

several exhibits at trial, including the 
placard, photographs of the accused 
with the child, medical forms, and the 
cash found on him at the time of arrest. 

Alongside the indictment, the DPP's 
office has also acknowledged receipt 
of a handwritten letter from Luzira Up­
per Prison authored by Mr'Malingumu 
on April 10, in which he appeals for le­
niency. 

However, in his letter to the DPp, Mr 
Malingumu states that he was arrest­
ed with·three of his biological children 
and that the charge of aggravated traf­
ficking in chiidren resulted from a mis­
understanding due to his inability to 
verbally communicate with officers. 

"I could not explain myselfbecause of 
my deafness and officers misinterpret­
ed the situation. I was arraigned before 
Buganda Road Chief Magistrate's Court 
and later remanded to Luzira Upper 
Prison," the letter reads in part. 

He further told the DPP that dur­
ing a visit on April 7,2024, his mother 
informed him that she did not know 
the whereabouts of the children with 
whom he had been arrested. 

In his appeal, he described himself as 
the sole provider for two women,one of 
them pregnant, and 11 biological chil­
dren. 

He pleaded with the DPP to consider 
his release so he could return home and 
take care ofhis family. 

The trial chief magistrate, Ronald Kay­
izzi, committed him to the High Court 
for trial at the next court's convenient 
date. 
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CORRECTION Church to dismiss members implicated in child abuse 
OUr lead story in Daily Monitor 

on Wednesd~November 19,2023, 
Page 5t shouId have carried the cor­
rect headline as: Public losing trust 
ingovtservices- Ubos. 

We !'egret the errorin the earlier 
headline that has since been cor­
rected. 

We unreservedly apologiSe to our 
readers for all the inconveniences 
caused. 

BY DAMALI MUKHAYE 

KAMPALA. The Kampala Archdiocese 
has announced a new child protection 
and safeguarding policy that requires 
the immediate suspension and pos­
sible dismissal of any clergy, religious, 
staffmember, or volunteer found guilty 
of abusing or endangering a child. 

The new Child and Vulnerable Adult 
Safeguarding and Protecting Policy 
states that the Church will "regard very 
seriously any form of mistreatment, ex­
ploitation, neglect, or injury inflicted 
upon clpldren and vulnerable adults,D 
warning that offenders will face con­
sequences under both canon and civ-
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illaw. 
Launching the policy at Pope Paul Me­

morial Centre in Rubaga, the Archbish­
op of Kampala, Most Rev Paul Ssem­
wogerere, said the guidelines reaffirm 
the Church's commitment to safe­
guarding vulnerable children in its 
schools. 

Ac{;ording to the document seen by 
the Daily Monitor, once a complaint is 
received, the Archdiocesan Safeguard­
ing Officer will launch a formal investi­
gation and notify the accused, who will 
be allowed to submit relevant records 
or statements. 

For lay staff and volunteers, internal 
disciplinary measures will be applied 

, where civil law permits. The policy al­
, so emphasises that an accused person 

may be temporarily suspended or re­
lieved of their duties to protect victims 
and prevent further harm while inves­
tigations continue. 

When necessary, cases Will be referred 
to law enforcement and child protec­
tion authorities for proceedings. 

Fr Ronald Kigozi said although frame­
works such as the UN Convention on 
the Rights of the Child, the African 
Charter on Child Protection, and Ugan­
da's 2020 Child Protection Policy pro­
vide broad guidance, many dioceses 
have lacked their own operational doc­
uments. 

The Church has repeatedly faced re­
ports of corpoqU punishment, sexu­
al harassment, emotional abuse, and 
neglect in Catholic schools, yet lacked 
standardised procedures for address­
ingthese cases. 

The Uganda Martyrs University Vice 
Chancellor, Prof Patrick Edrin ~aman­
ywa, praised the initiative; saying 
schools have long struggled to protect 
vulnerable learners. 

Mr Joseph Kawuma Ddamulira, the 
head teacher of St Augustine CQllege 
Wakiso, welcomed the guidelines, say­
ing they will help schools manage mis­
conduct among teachers and learners. 
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