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Floods wreak havoc in BulaDlbuli 
Works ,and Transport 
ministry officials pledge 
to investigate cause of 
the floods to determine 
their next course of 
action. 

BY ANDREWWABUSHADA 
&FREDWAMBEDE 

R 
esidentsofSisyi,Lusha,andBugin· 
yanya sub-counties in Bulambuli 
District are have decried the·gov­
ernment's failure to address the 

devastating floods caused by large vol­
umes of water flowing from Biritanyi 
Gorge. 

B·iritanyi Gorge, located in Lu­
sha Sub-county, features a 60-metre 
S-shaped road that was carved through 
the hill to connect the lowlands to the 
highlands. 

Now, the water from the highlands 
flows over· the road surface instead of 
passing underneath a bridge, causing 
the residents and the water to share the 
same path for approximately 60 metres. 

This has causes danger, particular­
ly when the volume of water increases 
during the rainy season,often leading to 
loss ofJtves. 

Mr Lemeka Magona,aresident of Bug­
inyanya, said the flooding caused by 
large volumes of water from Biritanyi 
Gorge has destroyed gardens and other 

"Properties oflocals. 
"It has also severely affected the trans­

portation of goods, such as onions, 
which end up rotting in the flooded gar­
dens,"he said. 

Mr Magona added that whenever it 
rains heavily, Simu Kona-Masila-Bufum­
bo Road becomes impassable, disrupt­
ingthemoyement ofpeople,goods,and 
agricultural products in the low-lying 
parts of the district. 

Locals say construct of the road dis­
rupted nature's ability to absorb the 
water from the Biritanyi Gorge under­
ground,causing the flooding. 

"Unfortunately,the construction of the 
road disrupted the natural water flow, 
and overtime, the drainage channels di­
recting the water became obstructed," 
Mr Yasiin Mafabi,a boda bodarider,said. 

He said the gov.ernment should take 

Locals on a flooded section of Simu Kona-Masila-Bufumbo Road that passes through the Biritanyi Gorge. 
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ABOUT BIRITANYI 
GORGE 

Biritanyi Gorge, located in 
Lusha Sub-county, features a 
60-metre S-shaped road that 
was carved through the hill to 
connect the lowlands to the 
highlands in Bulambuli. Locals 
say Simu Kona-Masila-Bufumbo 
Road becomes impassable when 
it rains. 

immediate action to resolve the issue. 
"The government should also priori­

tise the o;eation of an alternative route 
by breaking the rocks in the gorge. This 
would allow for better transportation of 
goods to the market,"he added. 

Mr James Mwabu, the chairperson of 
Mugabe Upper Village, said flooding is 
one of the most pressing issues affecting 
the people ofElgon North constituency. 

He said an estimated 15,000 people are 
affected in the constituency that has a 

population ofmofe than 100,000 resi­
dents. 

"The flooding disrupts local business­
es, forcing traders to carry goods on 
their heads to cross and or they take 
longer using the alternative routes 
through difficult terrain to reach mar­
kets,"Mr Mwabu said. 

The village chairperson said the gov­
ernment should break the rocks in the 
gorge and create a safer and more relia­
ble route for both people and goods. 

"'I'hislwould ensure smoother trans­
portation to Bulambuli, Mbale, and be­
yond,improvingthe lives of the affected 
communities,"Mr Mwabu said. 

Mr Ronald !Gsa, the youth councillor 
for Bulambuli District, explained that 
Biritanyi Gorge, which was construct­
ed during the colonial-era, has now be­
come a danger rone. 

"The government should involve ex­
perts to assess the limestone in the ar­
ea and use it to stabilise the situation,D 
Mr Kisa,said. 

Mr James Songo, the chairperson for 
Buginyanya Sub-county, echoed similar 

concerns, emphasising 
the loss oflives and the 
disruption oftranspor­
tation. 

"The flooding has cut 
off access to transport, 
and when it rains, the wa­
ter floods the entire area,pre-
venting movement The situation 
has been affecting both the upper and 
lower sub-counties of Bulambuli," he 
said. 

The upland sub-counties affected by 
the flooding include Bufumbo, Bulago, 
Lusha, Buginyanya, Bumugibole, and 
Bumasobo,whilethe lowland sub-coun­
ties-such as Sisyi,Kamu,Bulegeni, and 
Bulambuli Town CoUncil-are also se­
verely impacted during heavy rains. 

Mr Songo said the flooding has also 
caused landslides, destroying gardens 
and homes in the lower parts ofBulam­
buli. "The government must act swiftly 
to resettle affected families and create 
long-term solutions,"Mr Songo said. 

MsIrene Muloni,the Bulambuli Wom­
an MP, explained that Biritanyi Gorge is 

markets," 

Complaint. 
.. The flooding disrupts 
109al businesses, for­
cing traders to carry 
goods on their heads 
to cross or they take 
longer using the alter­
native routes through 
difficult terrain to reacl"t 

- James Mwabu, the chairperson 
of Mugabe Upper Vii/age 

part of the Simu Kona-Masila-Bufumbo 
Road. 

She said stones have bloc~ed the 
drainage channels at Biritanyi Gorge, 

. preventing water from flowing under-:","v . 
ground. 

"As a result, wateris forced to flow over 
the surface, flooding the middle of the 
road and creating a serious hazard,"Ms 
Muloni, who is also an engineer,said. 

She added: "Elgon North is known for 
being one of the food baskets of the re­
gion and suqounding areas, but this . 
road is now severely affecting the trans­
portation of goods to the m;u-ket, caus­
ing significant losses for fanners." 

Mr Paul Walimbwa, the district engi­
neer for Bulambuli, said preliminary 

investigations have shown tha!o::-~ 
the drainage channel has be­

come silted, with many 
stones and boulders ob­
structing the flow of water. 

"When there is a lot ofwa· 
ter, the drainage system caIl:i;- -
no longer handle the flow, 

as the channel has been re­
duced in size due to silting and 

the accumulation ofboulders,"Mr 
Wcilibwa said. 

He further stated that the district 
would write to the Ministry of Works 
and Transport to request a technical 
team to conduct a detailed investiga­
tion and recommend solutions, inclucb..,... 
ing clearing the silt and boulders from 
the channel to allow proper water flow. 

Ms Dina Nakombe,the stationmanag­
er for the Ministry of Works and Trans­
pOrt's Mbale Branch, said the technical 
assessment will be conducted to deter­
mine whether the channel was origi­
nally constructed with concrete. 

"If not, we will recommend that the 
channel be reinforced with concrete to 
prevent future flooding,"she said. ~' 
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Tough rules as govt disburses ShS43.9b for roads Namutumba hospital gets . 
BYDANWANDERA 

KAMPALA. The government has re­
iterated its strict adherence to the work 
plan schedules, targeting the improve­
ment of the respective road network, 
with no excuses for diversion, corrup­
tion,or garnishment by creditors. 

This follows the release of a Shs43.930 
billion road fund for quarter two of the 
2025/2026 fuiancial year (FY). 
In a November 11 letter, the Perma­

nent Secretary for the Works and Trans­
port ~Mr Bageya Waiswa,direct­
ed the accounting. officers at district lo­
cal governments, cities and municipal­
ities to immediately implement the 
works schedules in the resP,ective pro­
grammes in line with' F'Orte' Aecount 
Guidelines 2017. L il. tz '- -

RESPO SIBLE OFFIC~S 

The chief administrative officers 
(CAOs) of the respective local 
governments are urgently re­
quired totransfer the funds for 
the town councils and sub-coun­
ties under their respective votes 
expeditiously and intact as in­
dicated. The funds for mainte­
nance of district roads should 
be transfelTed to the works ac­
count immediately. 

"Accounting officers should ensure 
road maintenance is not lost through 
garnishment ;by~creditors, diversion or 
.corrupt practiceS,"the letter read in part. 

To ensure thetwids are used f01: the 

roadworks and not major equipment 
repairs, Mr Waiswa advises that all ma-­
jormachine repairs such as engine over­
haul, replacement of major parts for 
the respective road units should be un­
dertaken at the Ministry of Works and 
Transport regional mechanical work­
shops ofBugembe,Mbarara and GullL 

The guidelines come at a time some 
voters have expressed frustration dur­
ing this campaign period and linked 
the poor state of roads in their area:; 
and parts of the country to substandard 
works resulting from possible diversion 
offunds and corruption. 

While campaigning in Kween District 
recently, President Museveni, the rul­
ing National Resistance Movement flag­
bearer,promised to send his State House 
team to probe allegations of corruption 
~d~mthedistrict~dfund. 

neonatal leu after 95 years 
BY RONALD SEEBE 

NAMUTUMBA. Nsinze Health Cen­
tre IV in Namutumba District has 
launched its first neonatal intensive 
care unit (NICU), ending a 95-year wait. 

The unit, constructed by Bulamu 
Health Care in 2023 and officially com­
missioned for use on Tuesday, address­
es a critical gap in healthcare services 
for a catchment population of 356,700 
people. 

Previously, the health centre referred 
premature infants and newborns with 
health complications to 19anga Region­
al Referral Hospital, about 31km away. 

The facility was established by coloni­
alists as a first aid post4n 1930 and later 
upgraded to ahealth centre IV in 1999. 

During the commissioning ceremo­
ny, Namutumba District Health Officer 
Dr James Kirya said the NICU will sig­
nificantly improve healthcare in the 
district, saving the lives of more than 
100,000 newborn babies annually, in­
cluding those referred from the hospi­
tars maternity wing and lower-level fa- _ 
cilities within and beyond the district. -= 

Dr Allan Lubiite, the facility's officer­
in-charge, however, said having a func­
tional NICU without expanding the 
postnatal ward, which has 12 beds, is a 
challenge because mothers are forced 
to sleep on the floor due to lack of space. 
He added that the facility has a medic 
patientratioofl:168,2oo,exceedingthe 
recommencIed-ratio of~:190,1)00 for a 
health centre Iv. 


