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17-YEAR-OLD 
MA5TE NDED 5H36B 
CAR THEFT RACKET TWo luxury 

vehicles; a 
Jeep Wranqler 

and I Toyota 
Hllux pick-up 

truck under 

SIMON MAtABA 

17-year-old footballer 
South Sudan has beeu 
arrested in Uganda ovu 

SIOm (about sh36b) 
fraud linked., .. 

inte.mati,onal syndicate. 
The youthful player, ~::.a 

Guot Deng WoL is also. 
involved in a vehicle ""''' ~1ClI:" 
currendy under in''e::::! 
Interpol Kampala. The 
played for a top \oed 
based in Kampala before 

He was taken IIIJDClISIDIiy 
Interpol imponryled 
sport utility veIudes SUV a I<ep 
Wrangler and a tercedes-Bem 
G-Wagon. Both cars have South 
Sudan registration number plates. 

The vehicles are beUeved to have 
been brought to Uganda by a wider 
network involved in smuggling 
stolen high-end cars from abroad. 

Officials at the International 
PoUce (Interpol) Kampala Bureau 
confirmed that a joint operation 
is underway to dismande what 
they described as a "sophisticated 
international racket trafficking 
stolen vehicles, particularly SUVs 
such as Range Rovers, BMWs and 
Toyota Prados." 

These cars, investigators said, 
are routinely drtven by Kampala's 
socialites, senior government 
officials and soldiers, many or them 
using foreign number plates.. 

Sources revealed that the temage 
footballer Uved an extravagant 
lifestyle, including hiring musicians 
for exclusive performances at his 
residence in Bunga. Makindye 
division, which raised suspicion in 
security circles. 

Wol had reportedly rec:endy 

remodeUed his rented apartment 
and is said to have spent Iavishiy 
on furnishings and renovations. 

"Even after his arrest and before 
deportation arrangements began, 
he was reportedly reimbursed 
550,000 (about shl80m) in rent 
and renovation costs for the 
apanmen~" the source said. 

Investigations have further 
revealed that the player had 
altered his age. This was 
diswvered after Interpol recorded 
a SlafetDe01 from his mother, who 
VISited him foUowing his arrest 
early this month. 

HOW HE WAS NETTED 
Wol's luck ran OUI when he 
allegedly paid S I 00,000 (about 
sh36Om) to two brokers, who 
promised to introduce him to 
JDIellIational football star Cristiano 
Rooaldo, the Ponu8uese national 
team captain amendy playing for 
Saudi Arabia's Al-Nassr Football 
Cub. 

According to investigators, while 
Bl Riyadh. the brokers presented 
the South Sudanese player to 
Raoaldo as an orphan. a claim that 
wasunuue. 

Moved by the SlDry, Ronaldo 
tqXJrtedIy ~ for a pholograph 

lum <II a =nt where 
I'\atllglJt5e SlaT was having 

brealfo& <II !be 
The IIDiII!I' ..... Iarier posted 

on Wol's social media pages 
and quickly went VII'2l across 
platfomrs. The photo caught 
the anention of a senior South 
Sudanese official, a general in 
the army, who raised a red flag, 
prompting Interpol Kampala 10 

rrack and arrest Wol. 
Investigators suspect that 

the brokers who connected the 
young footballer to Ronaldo 
toOk advantage of his tirnited 
undeIstanding of Arabic and 
referred to him as "the black 
orphan" to gain Ronaldo's 
sympathy and complete their ploy. 

For the past three weeks, 
oIIiaals from the Office of the 
DIreaor of Public Prosecutions, 
dr Attorney General, Interpol 
Kampala and South Sudan 
auIbaritJes have been engaged in 
dls(hssioos over wors fate. 

The Weekend VISion mrs learnl 

Investlqatlon 
by Interpol 

Kampala 

SIL '4ER NOTICE· 
In a bid to UI*Id Its capacity 
to ",lit flnenclll crimes 
tied to Illicit _ ...... , 
.... 1 .. Interpol u..nu Ills 
adopted the J)Ivef NetIce - a 
_Ilib educed by Inte"ol 
hladquwters In Lyon, "'-nee 
to t.- Ind __ crlmlnlily 
acquirecllSHts hlclckn 1broIcI. 

The tool Is llso bel", 
deployeclln 1ft 0IIQ0IrMI 

, InveStItatIon tI,...tl", .... Ior 
I 9OVem .... nt offlclals accused 
, of orchHtr8tl", a sII60b theft 
I from till Blnk of u.-... 
I The Sliver Notice .... ps 
I Interpol to identify .nd ,,"u 

ISmS, such as offshore INInIl 
accounts, Iwrury ..,..-tment .. 
and companies used to IIunder 
stolen wealth. The CIO'Ills to 
complement vehicle recoveries 
with bl'Olckr Ism S1lzures 
IInkad to ona-nlsed crl .... 
syndicates. 

pver till past yur, Interpol­
led cl1lClulowns lllve led to 
till arrest of 2,400 suspects 
across Africa, S1lzln, or 
""zl,,, HBcIt flows worth over 
aura 126m ~ sh52511), 

A portion of this "*MY Is 
believed to be tied to stolen 
vehlclft .. ezI t dine! sold In 
","nell. ... of tile "*MY 
.. nco •• ' • ...., syndicates 
.... dld"" ... c.s In 
KImpIIa tIntIIh IIIIicki. cund 
IIIII'Ireb. 

Interpol dIItI sIIows tNt 
vehlclft _....., _ port 

of. _fit. ctlIttlt .. l ... 

stretcIIInq -- *1MI t •• rnc ..... cyIIIrcrlme, 
IInencIM fntud, end terrorIsM 
flnenc ..... 

that a decision mrs since been 
reached to have Wol deported to 
South Sudan, where he will face 
rriaJ. 

"The suspected stolen cars were 
rUst serviced at a fuel station in 
Bunga, before they were driven to 

, South Sudan. They had spent over 
three months al the Interpol head 
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offices in Kololo, Kampala: a source 
told The Weekend Vision. 

CARS SEIZED 
The stolen SUVs, some of which 
nave been seized and parked at the 
Interpol Kampala head office, are 
mosdy stolen from Europe, especiaUy 
the UK and are smuggled into 
Uganda through South Africa. 

From here, tbey are driven by 
road Via Tanzania before they 
enter the country under the cover 
of rp,udulent documentation and 
di p)~tiC influence. Another senior 
Inlerj>ol officer said the theft of 

m:~ whi.ch is linked to an 0 . aime syndicale, has 
a . implicallOn on insurance 
companies and damages the 
reputation of car lIIatglr.lI~ 

"Stol~n vehides are frequemly 
trafficked for use in ~ cmmoal 
activities, including 
and int~tional~­
officer ~d. 

The SQurce added rha ikrl 
market in spare pans alsoB iIlm 
the theft'Pf these SUV.. __ 
years, the use of the ~ 
contributed to a dramaoc ill 
the resale of illicit vehicles 
spare pans. 

BONDS RAIDED 
In an ongoing ~ IcapoI. 
working with the Uganda ~ 
AuthOrity, raided three bouded 
warehouses in Nakawa dmsaon early 
this year, leading to the sermre of 
several SUVs. 

In 2014, Interpol shipped 65 
Slolen luxury vehicles bacIt 10 the 
UK as pan of a simUar recovery 
operation. 

The armuaJ PoUce crime report 
indicates that a total of 54 crOSS­
border motor vehicle theft cases were 
registered in 2024. Of these. 48 were 
vehicles, five were motorcycles, while 
one was a tricycle. 

Out of these, 21 were recovered 
- all Within Uganda, acoording to 
Interpol Kampala director Joseph 
Obwona. Interpol has urged 

Ugandarrs to verify the authenticity 
of vehicles through official channels 
before making purchases. 

"One can subntil a chassis 
number 10 Interpol Uganda for 
cross-checking at a fee of sh60,OOO . 
We issued 495 vehicle verification 
certificates, coUecting sh29. 7m in 
the process: Obwona said. 

He urged the pubUc to 
demand original documentation 
and match engine and chassis 
numbers physically so as to 
avoid purchasing stolen vehicles, 
especially cars with foreign number 
plates or without proper customs 
clearance. 

Besides tackting vehicle theft, 
Obwona said Interpol Kampala 
issued 152,955 certificates of good 
conduct lasl year, earning the 
Government shll.6b in revenue. 

SHIPPING STOLEN CARS 
In an operation last year, Inlerpol, 
working with URA's Non-intruSive 
Inspeaion ream. uncovered 
twO posh 2020 Toyota RAV4 
vehicles concealed in a container 
Qriginating from the Port of 
London Galeway. 

Once they reached Kampala, 
officers inspected the container and 
discovered allered chassis numbers 
covering the original ones. 

"The logbooks were fake: 
Moses Wanjalo, the former head 
of the Joint Port Control Uni~ said, 
adding: "We traced the real chassis 
numbers using Interpol's i24/7 
Data System and confirmed the 
vehicles were reported stolen in 
the UK." 

Tbe recovered vehicles were 
held at DAKS Courier's bonded 
warehouse located in Mukono. 
Wanjalo said such crimes damage 
Uganda's global reputation. 

"Importing stolen vehicles 
makes Uganda appear complicit, 
even when the stale is nOL II 
drives away aedibIe car dealers 
and invites more sautiny from 
international policing bodies: he 
said. 
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