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NRM, NUP BATTLE FOR KIGULU SOUTH SEAT 

By Georqa Blta 

The hotly CIlntested Kigulu 
South MP race bears the 
usual s, except that one 
CODI"nt, Andrew Kizza 

a, a former legislator, 
since shifted aUegiance to 

the opposition National Unity 
Plalform (NUP), 

In 2021, the then incumbent 
Kaluya (hitheno an NRM­
l"4lling independent 
candidate) lost the seat to 
current MP Millon Muwuma 
(NRM) in a race that also 
featured the then Iganga 
district chairperson Patrick 
Kayemba, 

This time round. 'Muwuma 
lost in ~e NRM primaries to 
Kayemba and is back again 
in the three·man race as an 

By Ibrahim Ruh eza 

Prosoovia AIimo, a 25-year­
";lii~.1Irtr of (wo in Atapar 
YIIIage, '!<apir sub-county 
in Npra district, had been 
fetching water from swamps 
and rivers. These unsafe water 
sources were shared by other 
area residents and livestock. 

The result of this sharing 
was water-borne diseases, 
such as typhOid, dysentery 
and diarrhoea, which almost 
claimed AIimo's firstborn. 

She said they breathed a sigh 
of relief when her viUage had 
a borehole, but it broke down 

-aad was never repajred. 
' Sometimes, you would find 

cow dung floating in the river 
or swamp, but fetch the water 
because we had DO option," 
she said. 

However, the trend has 
since. improved, with Alimo 
currently fetching water from 
one of the new taps opened 
by the water ministry and its 
panners. "This tap is the first 
of its kind in our village, we 
never had any hope of seeing 
it here," she told New Vision 
early this month. 

The solar-powered system 
was launched by the ministry 
in 2024. Since then, Alimo's 
~idren have not suITered 
trom water-borne diseases. 

Godwin Atim, the acting 
chief of Atapar parish, said for 
a long time. most villages in 
the Teso sub-region had been 
depending on swamps and 
rivers for drinking water. 

independent against his usual 
political rivals, Kaluya and 
Kayemba .. 

Kayemba says NRM pany 
has no space for independents 
and Muwuma should swallow 
the humble pie and raUy his 
suppon behind the candidate 
selected at the recent primaries. 

"I know what I am capable 
of. So, let us give Kigulu South 
constituents a chance to choose 
during the parliamentary 
poUs," Kayemba assured. 

According to Kayemba, the 
people of Kigulu South need 
someone who can deliver. 
instead of promising without 
any tangible results, 

Kaluya. also the NUP vice­
chairperson for eastern 
region, said the opening of a 
regional pany headquarters 
in Iganga showed how 
popular the pany is and how 
ready it is to take over Kigulu 
South. 

Kaluya observes that from 
his 2016 experience, the NRM 
pany primaries often leave 

a lot to be desired, leaving 
disgnmded contestants with no 
option, but to go independenl 

"The people of Kigulu South 
bUsted me to represent them 
as an independent in 2016. I 
am confident they would do it 
again," Kaluya said. 

Muwuma insisted that the 
primaries that involved lining 
up by NRM pany members 
had been marred with gross 
irregularities. 

"That is why the first results 
were nullified and we had a 
re-run. 

"Unfortunately, the same 

mistakes made were repealed, 
leaving me with no option to 
contest as an independent," 
he noted. However, Nathan 

Constituents' concerns 
Abelu Nabongho, a resident of Busu village, wonders 
what Milton Muwuma still wants to do for Kigulu South 
after serving three terms from 2006 to 2016 and again 
from 2021 to date_ " Let him clear the way for others to 
also serve," Nabongho said. 

Abigail Mutesi, a resident of Nawaningi village, 
said she needs an MP who would address real issues 
affecting his people, instead of remembering to bring 
them gifts during electioneering time. 

"We had crucial matters that needed good legislation, 
like the sugar Bill that affects a number of constituents. 
However, our MPs, Instead chose to side with the sugar 
mill owners and forgot about us," Mutesi said. 

She said when MPs are needed most, they disappoint. 
So, it won't make much difference now even if such 
a legislator starts donating gomesis to women 
groups. 

Mugoya, a voter at Nawanzu 
trading centre, tasked 
Muwuma with explaining 
how his fourth position in the 
primaries race proves there 
was an anomaly_ 

"Why don't we have those 

who were in second and 
third position. like Kyafu, 
protesting? 

How come someone who 
obviously fared badly came up 
with query results?" Mugoya 
asked. 

Solar water project excites Tesor Busoga 
benefiting from clean water. 
He noted that the Government 
had drilled three boreholes, 
but they would dry up during 
the dry season. 

.aoor THE PROJECT 
The E111m (about 
sh452.6b) solar irrigation 
project is jointly funded 
by the Government of 
Uganda and the UK 
through the UK Export 
Finance. 

The initiative 
implemented through the 
water ministry, supports 
Uganda's commitment to 
enhance food security, 
empower rural farmers, 
and accelerate climate­
resilient development. 

Dr Alfred Okot 
Okidi, the water and 
environment ministry 
permanent secretary, 
said Nexus Green 
Limited, a British 
renewable energy 
company with major 
operations in East 
Africa, IS on schedule to 
complete Installation of 
450 solar-powered water 
supply and irrigation 
sites across Uganda by 
December this year. 

Atim also teStified that 
from the nme ber parish was 
connected 10 solar-powered 
water, cases d typhoid and 
domestic ~ reduced by 
half. 

Dr Richard 
o polo t , 
a senior 
clinical ollicer 
in charge 
of Kapir 
Health 

ca5eS have 
mx:r ml .... ~ 5OIIlo. 

C!mIes a.m. the La dwn.,.._ d Kapir 
.su!Hxxu:Jry in I 'gara 
disma, S3Id about 
1.000 people in the 
Q)ID1lDJOity are 

Allmo, a 
25-year-
old mother 0' two In 
Atapar 
vlllafle, Kaplr 
sub-county 
In Nqora 
district 
'etchlnq 
water from 
• tap which 
is solar· 
powered 

II£NIEN TII lHS 
o The InitIative 
implemented throuqh the 
water ministry, supports 
Uqancla'. commitment to 
enhanca food securltv, 
ampower rural farmers, 
and -*.ta climate­
resiDant dawlopment. 

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
Dominic Odoi, the LC I 
chairperson of Matawa A 
village in 5iwa sub-county. 
Tororo district, said he used 
to register about three cases of 
domestic violence per week. 

However, by the beginning 
of this year, no case had 
been recorded. He admits 
that clean water has united 
and built families in different 
communities. 

Annrose Athieno, a 51 -year­
old mother of ten, said in 2023 
her husband baltered her 
three times because she used 
to delay at water sources that 
were far away from home. 

"My husband bas beaten me 
over 20 times for ooming late 
from the well I still have some 
injuries," she says. 

IMPROVED YIElDS 
In Luuka <hsIria, farmers who 
have beneftaed from the solar­
powered ~ ~eme 
have oooquaed markets with 
their aupo. 

Sbabm Utbo. a father of 
"'" .mug. sub-oounty, 
used .. sugarcane and 
gft poor yields. However, 

Ir swted growing 
_....... and eggplants 
.-doF tmg3Iion, yields were 
...... ooed, especially in the dry 
sr:zson. 


