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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Kyabazinga William Gabula Nadiope IV on World Children's Day: '"In Busoga. we believe that raising rhil,i.,'n 

is a collective responsibility where every child belongs to all of us. Their success is our success and their future is our future:' 

EDITORIAL 

Traffic la\v must 
be applied equally 

O 
rivenofvebides(lOll1)lOd bi'~tlJlinis. 
tries,depwtn:tiJlsmd~ areoneofthebig­
gest causesohomecCthe nl!gbtmareson Uganda'S 
roads. 

Scenes ofptdestnans scurryq oII pedestrian walkways to 
avoid being brt bi' speedin@tel:Ddewith redorblueregistra­
tion nwnber plates are •• liP'" ,'¥'" 

Most of these velucle5, _ tinted glasses and are 
equipped With illegal SIl'ODS.C"O!!!!I!IJr to defy trafIlc regula­
tions by. among other things. _ beyond gazetted speed 
limits. disregarding tral5c . speeding past school zones 
and ignoring zebra CI'OSSIIlg5 md dnvtng on pedestrian walk­
ways. 

Tbeluue: 
T .. 

Ourvlew: 
We 
"I~ 
(ovrse Tra 

wsmu t 
beapp,ed 
equ~lIyto II 
Dnversof ( 
governme t 
fteet mU$t 
penahS('(! for 
traffic offe 
just like dnve 
of pnvately­
owned vehICle<> 
are. 

These ICU gt\'e the impression that 
there IS ODe set of rules for drivers of 
priva~ vehicles and anoth­
er for cIriftn of the fleet of govern-
ment-owuod ...mcJes. 
That fI'OS apmst the provisions of Ar­

ticle 21 cC the Ccmtrtution, which says: 
"All per>aIlS:ae oqual before and under 
the law"md"d ""equal protection of 
the law" 

So this IS DDt simpiy a case of selective 
appliatxm ot the law. It is also one of the 
taiIures bi' the bwenforcernent officers 
to~ thed>ctales ofthesupreme 
lawolthe Imd. 

We IDIlSl dumge course. Traffic laws 
must be applied equally to all. Drivers 
of the Pft1WlfiJt's fleet must be penal­
i.>ed B ttatIir oIlEncesjust like drivers of 
~\-ehiclesare. 

The autDmaledExpress Penalty System 
(US) and tral5c regulations. which the 
govertUDI!nt put on hold, had present­
ed the country with perllaps the best op-
portunity ofbeating the drivers of the 
government's fleet back into line. 

The EPS Auto bad been designed to de­
teet violations. capture and process the 
vehicle registration nwnber plate,com­
plete with details like the time and place 

where the offence was committed,before generatingan [-fine 
against the errant vehicle. 

Thee-fines for goIIernment cars were meant to be sent to the 
accounting officers, who would, in turn, take up the matters 
with the errant drivers. 

The Police's Directorate of Traffic and Road Safety could 
move to draw a line under this menace by doing what the EPS 
Auto was meant to have done in the caseofdrivers of the gov­
ernment's fleet 

1'ratIic officers should take note of the registration nuntbers 
of goIIernment vehicles that flout traffic registrations and for­
ward them to the top hierarchy of the police. who must, in 
turn, take up those matters with accounting officers of the 
ministries. departments and agencies under which the vehi­
cles are registered with a view ofbaving punitive action taken 
against the errant drivers. 

r commitment to you 
We ....... : 
• To be aceutate and f",r on all"", do. 
• To be respectful toan on our ptnU.tofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept anyCClnipel~ ~nd that 

proo.ided tl\' Monotor Pubicabons Ltd. forwhat we do in 
our news gather1ng and deOOoon-maktng 

Further. we ask that we be ide. i f Ed wlieneveryou feel 
that we ha-Ie ftlilen short ... our ~t to keep these 
comm;tments. 

_ Cartoon. Kampala socialite Bryan White was remanded to Luzira prison after being charged with alleged 

manslaughter and human sacrifice. 
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Let's save children from drowning 

~
UgandajOined therest of the world 

in commemorating World Chil­
dren's Day on ThUl"Sda'l\Novernber 
o.mymind was taken back to the 

demise of Peter Kirwana, who drowned in a 
school swimming pool at St Mary's College 
Kisub~ Wakiso District,last month. 

Sadl\\even with the continuous 106S oflives. 
the government and development partners 
still underrate drowning. 

Lest we forget,drowning is the process of ex­
periencing respiratory impairment due to 
submersion or immersion in a liquid, typical­
lywater.leadingtodiflicultyin breatbingand 
potential death. 

According to a World Health Organisation 
(WHO) 2024 report, "it is estimated that more 
than 300.000 people died due to drowning, 
and most deaths, at 92 percent, occur in low­
and middle-income countnes". 

In Uganda,statistics from a recent study by 
Makerere University School of Public Health 
State say about 3.000 Ugandans die annually, 
making it about nine cases per day, with chi1-
dren and young adults between five and 25 
years being the most vulnerable. 
-The unfortunate case of Kirwana remind­
ed me of my nephew; who died under simi­
lar circumstances. Frank Kayondo, aged nine 
years. had sneaked from home to go and pI ... 
only to be discovered a few hours later when 
he got stuck in "muddy pond and vertically 
submerged and drowned. 

The unrecorded death of my nephew adds 
to the statistics of drowning happening in 
places such swimming pools and evenfloods. 

A few days ago. a three-year-old boy 
drowned in a water pit as his parents were 

Authorities should ins­
tall barriers as e, sential 
to controlliHg a('ft'. to 
unsafe water sourres. 

IIobett Ki8Nw' 
Die. ' I 

attending a Sacco meeting in Luuka District. 
In 2.024, a child aged 10 waswashed away by 
floods in Bwaise, Kampala In May 2019. for­
mer minister Ronald Kibuule lost his twins in 
a home swimming pool. 

unfortunatell\such cases are happeningfre­
quentIy around the country,with manygoing 
unreported. 

Such cases are attributed to a lack of life 

jackets in communities. floods. the absence 
of basic swimming skills,parentaI negligence. 
and community awareness about the dan­
gers of unsafe swimming 

Dear parents. teachers. political and com­
munity leaders. as we celebrate Children's 
Day, it's our responsibility to protect our 
young ones from drowning. 
II is the canimal duty of parents and guard­

ians to always ensure the supervision of chil­
dren whenever they are around water bodies. 

Local governments. civil society and com­
munity-based organisations should ensure 
swimming lessons are extended to the chil­
dren. 

The authorities should instaJJ barriers as es­
sential to controlling access to unsafe water 
sources such as ponds.swamps,lakes and riv­
ers to ensure children·s safety. They should al­
so provide safe 'Jl3Ce5 away from water for 
pre-school children as an addition to child 
care and protection from clisasters. 

They should also train community stew­
ards in safe rescue and resuscitation through 
the introduction of community swim pro­
grammes at the grassroots. 

Since mo t cases of drowning happen in 
lake districts, setting and enforcing safe boat­
ing and ferry regulations is equally impor­
tant to drowning prevention. 

World Children's Day is a stark reminder 
for everyone to promote awareness against 
drowning. 

Mr Kfeonto ... ...a..InabIe-d.,.'apnMl1\' .....,. 
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