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What is your dream career and why? 
BY GLORIA IRANKUNDA 

A 
cross Uganda, many students 
already have their eyes set on 
the future. From medicine 
to engineering and environ· 

mental worlt, they are dreaming 
big and determined to shape the 
country in their own ways. They 
shared about their career dreams 
and what inspired them to choose 
thooe patffi. 
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I want to become acivil 
engineer so I can build 

_ Ugandas first skyscraper. 
:;: Most engineerslknoware 

men, but I believe women 
can do it t oo. 
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Moureen Nlan<outl~sl, 

Nabumal HI&hSc/>O<H 
I want to become a 

neurosurgeon so I can 
save people's lives. My 
brother inspired metojoin 

, the medical fteki, and I am 
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PriscHla Kttongo, S. 1 
Nabumal HlghSc:hool 

Iwantt o become a 
doctor to treat d iseases 
such as malaria and 
typhoid. My dream started 
in Top Class after many 
visitsto myuncle'sclinic 
inspired me. 

working hard in science 
subjects. 

DerIck KJtooke, S. 2 
Kamonkol ealage 

~ . JoyAngeIKakal,5.1 I want to become an 
~ NahumaIIH .... Sc:hooI environment management 
~ I want to become officer to stop people 
~ an orthopedic doctor 'from destroying swamps 
~ because my aunt inspired and cutting trees. I was 
~ me while working at Kumi inspired during the 
§" Orthopedic Centre. I Covid·19 pandemic when I 
~ loved watching her help sawhowmuch nature was 
~ patients with fractures being damaged. 
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I want to become 
a doctor and work in 
villages so poor people 
can access treatment 
easily. I developed this 
dreamdur ing the Covid-19 _ 
pandemic when I saw 
patients struggling to get 
care. 

Kaf!1IesI Mutwallbi, S. 1 
) koRea.ege 

I want to become a 
joumaiist because I enjoy 
speaking and being on 
television. I was inspired 
in PrimarySixafterseeing 
ot her students presenting 
on TV. 

A I 
MarkAkandwanaho , 
S. 1 
KaInor*oI C '111 

I want tobecomeapilot 
beca, tSe they are few in 
Uganda and earn well 
I developed the<*'ea:m 
m Plmlai y F'1Ye after 
waI:chiI'l! movies about 
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Sheenah crosses 
the fashio'n line 

BY ARNOLD MUGABE he said. When Sheenah reached OWino and 
saw all the items in Modekai's auntie's shop, 

n Uganda, it's amazing how one item can her creativity exploded. She decided not to 
mean awnp!rteIy di1ferent things depend· . just represent that era, butshe would become 
ing on wbo osesll,bawit's used,orwbere it . an African queen of that era. 
is seen. Tbrsameoqect can be celebrated, WhenSbeenahdecidestodosomething,she 

feared, 01',' n le iii wd all be<ause of context. loYes to go all in.So,fi:J<this 13shion sbow,she 
Some things _,lell"iwd othen romanti- did not want avenp! marl<s.She wanted 100 
cized.OI'ewD A V" ... ','!'.ulEy .... made ; percmL 
ofthesamedo&wood.triIIJric. ; Onl3obioncialSboenahwasooflre.Shedid 

Take the IIumIW calabash fi:Jr exampl"- ~ • baBcloth across her chest, a leopard·skin 
At a ~ ........ 1IIloed wilbSDr'!;b.lm . skirt, a crown of feathers, and white, bul· 
\l<lI'fid8I! frtm ~-.od lied wah ribboos . let·proo( M'lii·Ml\ji cassava flour body and 
to match the tbomr ........ aa ,...., calls. face paint. Around her neck, she did a hye· 
creativeaDd ....... Qw9siorqlirtbeca- ~ na teeth necklace.The students and parents 
terer'Spbme,++,4 .. wIk1ecmIllndJOO?I : gasped.Sbe !ooked like she hadjust returned 
have ..... a;m."--· from helping Shaka Zulu fight·otIthe first 

When "AM i+ 6 .dor_caIobash with White invader.;, 
beads aDd .... It as a tIIoiI!!'lDspi<rup Baki· However, there was one accessory that 
simbaOl" ............. dans.lt9Jddmlybe- changedeverythi.ng.Sbeenahcat·walkedand 
comes an -w' b Alban music instru- : reached the middle of the stage,struck the 
mont." : professional model pause, then pulled out a 
If an inIaiar l"g plates that calabash ; smoking pipe from a sisal bag, held it in her 

in a hotel lobby with plastic flowers, it be- : hand and pretended to smoke it. The pipe 
comes .. rusti<.Afncm CI!IlIrepiece. A beauti- : was empty. 
fulblendof" ...... andmodemity." : Elders loved smoking pipes back then. 

But let a bo!baIiIl fill that same calabash : Sheenah knew that it would complete her 
with tiny SIDDiI!s and sell it alongside bark- ; look of ancient African nobility fashion. Or so 
cloth and herb5.suddenJj\it is classified as a : shethoughtl 
weapon.PaPe ~"Eb,that is for caJJing an·: As soon as people saw the pipe, as in asmok­
cestral spints like /ubaak!!' : ing pipe, the house exploded. They started 

Last week, Sheenah learned this lesson the : throwing stuff onto the stage. Sheenah got 
hard way; hyped. She thought they were 'flushing' her 

For the ~ fashion show, her dra- with cash. Until someone hurled a bottle of 
rna teacbe!- asRd eadl student to pick a his- mineral water at her1 
torical era aDd bring it to life through cloth· To students of Central High, a pipe means 
ing. Sbeeuah decided to go all African. She one thing. Witchcraft! In their minds,onlytra· 
researdH!d pre-colonial Uganda, from 1800 ditional herbalists, night dancers andjeaious 
to 1900, and noticed how barl<cloth, wall<ing . women, own smoking pipes and use them to 
sticks, and smoking pipes were common in : castdarkspirits. 
old photos and paintings.However,they were : ·She is a witch!" someone shouted. 
not fashion statements then. They were sim·; "She is summoning spirits;another laughed. 
ply part ofdaily life. ; "I bind them!" 

Two days before the show, Sbeenah ; By evenin& Sheenah was trending in chats . 
was desperate. She could not find au· : filr tbe wrong reasons: 'The Witch of Central 
thentic traditional items anywbere. ; High.oNo one cared that Sheenah's pipe was 
Her classmate, Modekai, suggested vis- ; empty,and that shejust used it as a fashion 
iting his aunt's stall in Owino Marl<eL . symboL In the Gen·zworld,a smoking pipe is 
·She sells drums, barkcloth, calabashes, all ; a red flag. It belongs in tire ghost world. Peri­
that stull: I am sure you will find something; ; od. 
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