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When tomorrow's leaders 
are a danger to society today 

There is a common phrase that says that "youth are to­
morrow's future." 

The meaning here is that young people will inherit and 
shape their communities, taking on leadership roles and 
making decisions that impact the entire communities 
they live in. 

However, this means that we intentionally invest in 
their education, as it is their right,invest in their wellbe­
ing, and empower them in not just employable skills but 
also in terms of their mental wellbeing. 

Because for these future leaders to come to be, in the 
spaces of decision-making and problem-solving, they 
have to be knowledgeable, skilled, and of sound mind. 

I stopped to think abeut the phase recently when NBS 
TV aired a documentary titled" Egaali,"about a group 
of young people whonow pride themselves in assault­
ing and robbing unsuspecting members of the public in 
broad daylight as people look on helplessly. 

UBOS,in its 2024 report, estimated that Uganda has 
10.4 million young people (22.7perCent of the 46 million. 
population) between the ages of 18 and 30. 

This is the age bracket I watched in the documentary, as 
they bragged about the different skills they possess in or-
dertorob. . 

It is also the same age group police in Kampala has ar­
rested in its operations within the Greater Kampala Met­
ropolitan area .. 

These young people don't go to'school to learn life-sav­
ing or employable skills; they spend most of their time 
hunting for their n~ victims and bettering their skills at 
-robbery. 

Did we fail them as a community,parents,and coun­
try? Yes. Many of the young people are not criminals by 
choice; they are victims of a system that has failed to pro­
vide pathways to decent livelihoods. 

Poverty,lack of decent opportunity, and personal issues 
such as peer pressure, substance abuse, and poor fami-
ly environments,inciuding violence and neglect,account 
forwherewefindourselveswiththe"egaali"Yet,all_th~ 
needed were the basic needs,including education. 

Is it too late to correct these young people? It is both a 
yes and a no. Some in the" egaali'group can be rescued 
and rehabilitated_However,it might be difficult for some. 
What is possible to achieve is to avert the birth of the next 
"egaaJi." 

What the government, the private sector, and develop­
ment partners can now look at is investing in solutions 
such as skills trainingJob creation,rehabilitati6n, entre­
preneurship sUpport, and mentorship programmes as 
mechanisms towards building peaceful and safe com­
munities; otherwise, achieving SDGs 4 and 8 is a distant 
dreai:n,and if Uganda does not prioritise investment in 
the young people, the country's VIsion 2040 could remain 
onpaper: 

Francis Otucu, 
Advocacy and Communication Officer 
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Our-· electricity infrastructure is alllong 
tile 'gains~ we should be protecting 

Last week's tragedy in Nama 
Village, Mukono where a sus­
pe~ted vandal died and oth­
ers fled after bringing down­
high-voltage electricity trans­
mission toweJ!S has once again 
exposed the scale of electric­
ity infrastructure theft in the 
country and the urgent need 
for both public awareness and 
strengthened security meas­
ures. 

This incident is part of a dis-
. turbing trend. Across the coun­
try, there have been several in­
cidents of transmission towers 
being cut down and power lines 
stolen for scrap. The motivation 
is often quick cash, but the con­
sequences are national. 

Every time a tower collapses, 
thousands of people are thrown 
into darkness. Medical facilities 
delay treatment, biIsinesses lose 
income, students lose valuable 
study hours,and entire commu­
nities suffer: 

In the area where I live, we 
have not received a single drop 
of national water for several 
days. According to the Nation­
al Water and Sewerage-Corpo­
ration, this disruption has been 
directly linked to the vandal­
ism incident in Mukono. This re­
flects just how far-reaching the 
effects can be when critical in­
frastructure is compromised. 

Yet some Ugandans do not ful­
ly understand the severe impact 
or the deadly risks associated 
with these acts. This is why tais­
ing awareness must be at the 
centre of Uganda's response. 

High-voltage power liries are 
not ordinary structures. They 
carry massive electrical cur­
rents that can kill instantly. 
Many vandals do not realise the 
life-threatening danger they ex­
pose themselves to when climb­
ing or cutting metal from these 
towers. 

This is why nationwide pub­
lic awareness campaigns are es­
sential. Communities must un­
derstand that electricity vandal­
ism 15 not a victimless crime, it 
is a deadly act that endangers 
lives and slows national devel­
opment. 

However, awareness alone is 
not enough. 

Uganda must also tighten se­
curity around critical power in­
frastructure. As vandalism be­
comes more sophisticated and 
organised, security efforts must 
evolve to match it 

This includes increased pa­
trols in high-riSk areas, installa­
tion of surveillance technology 
such as alarm systems, sensors, 
real-time ccrv monitoring, and 
stronger collaboration between 
UETCL, security agencies, and 
local leaders. 

In many cases, these criminal 
acts occur late at night or in re­
mote locations. Enhanced sur­
veillance would allow authori-

Do you ~ ICf to teach? 

Muntu Mushaberuhanga 
North Kigezi 
There is not much we are us­
ing it for because we do not 
have access to electricity.Da­
tiis too expensive for us to 
afford. Even the teachers can­
not afford data. 
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Dinah Grace Nakabuye, 
KisoweraSS 
We have integrated it into 
·the school fees collections, 
the lesson delivery,parents 
follow up, we use it for com­
municatingto parents,mon­
itoringteachers,and al-
so monitoring their lesson 
. plans. 

• : '! .. • 

ties to detect suspicious activity 
early and intervene before dam­
age is done. 

Additionally, increasing the 
presence of security personnel 
near vulnerable transmission 
sites would act as a deterrent, 
sending a clear message that 
vandalism will not be tolerated. 

Local communities remain a 
key part of this security chain. 
Most power lines run through 
villages, meaning residents are 
the first to notice unusual move­
ments. But without adequate 
awareness, many may not re­
port these activities or may not 
consider it their responsibility. 

When the public understands 
the dangers and the econom­
ic losses caused by vandalism, 
they become more likely to alert 
authorities and protect their 
surroundings. 

Government agencies and 
electricity institutions should 
also increase trarisparency by 
sharing updates about vandal-

Samuel Nahabwe, 
Nakinoni SSS Kanungu 
We have IT lessons which 
are part of the curriculum 
where teachers conduct les­
sons that teachers project in 
the classroom as part of the 
lessons. 

ism incidents, successful ar­
rests, and ongoing safety cam­
paigns. When citizens grasp the 
severity and frequency of these 
attacks, they are more likely to 
treat the issue with the urgency 
it deserves. 

The incident in Nama Village 
should not be treated as just an­
other news story. It should be a 
national wake-up caII,aremind­
erthat protecting our electricity 
system is a shared responsibili­
ty. These are in fact the gains we 
should be protecting. 

If the public is informed, 
lives can be saved. If security is 
strengthened, infrastructure 
can be protected. Alld if both 
work together, Uganda can safe­
guard its electricity infrastruc­
ture progress. 

Marvin Twiinawe, 
marvintwiinawe®gmail.com 

Hamm Ahimbisibwe, 
MbararaHS 
We have integrated itin all 

. examinable subjects and 
students are using it for re­
search. We have started on­
line classes which were in­
troduced during the lock­
down when students were 
home . 
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