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Why are politicians ignoring sports-mad 
youth yet they are largest voting bloc? 
EDITOR: We are In the middle of 
a gruelling political season as the 
counoy prepares for the January. 
2026 general election. 

As the more than 10,000 political 
aspirants for the presidential, 
parliamemary and local 
government continue to reach 
out to the masses for votes, I have 
noted the intriguing omission In 
this campaign season; the lack of 
pragmatic Strategies for the youth. 
especially those associated ~"th 
sports. Youth and sports go hand· 
in·hand in many ways that it is hard 
to ignore one at the expense of the 
other. 

Candidates 1113)' preach job creauon and skilling. but youth and 
spons, especially football. are Inseparable. Several politicians have 
complained about the youth's dedication to European foothaii at the 
expense of local de\'cIopmentallssucs, but nothing can change that 
tide. E",n In the 'tan Wl)rk\. where youth are most productive. 
they are also the biggest sports SL1keholders. 

So, you cannot SlIDply cormn:>: the youth to discard football as 
a mindset change IrutiaIiYe. you only need to complemem thetr 
enthusiasm WIth pr.1CI>C3l soIuUOll5-

In football terms .. !IoR I am most proficient, the youth - players 
and fans - are the Ingest dmom oCfoothaii developmenL 

Lest we forget, in a Ugmda .. 'here more than 73% of the 
population are youth undor the age of 30, they also provide the 
biggest voting bIoc.lNea:suug!y. more than 80% of them are ardent 
supponers of Europem teams. even national teams. They are 
ardent in a way thai tboy ... ClIIIy follow those teams, but also buy 
mmhandise, reg;udIess _ cl n is fake. 

One saitem issue to odd!I!ss LS the recendy enaaed Spons Aa. 
arthirea was Ftdtil1liJU cl Uganda Foothaii Associations 

(FUFAl presidem Moses _ ' And true to his word. be 
campaigned .. bnng • spons Bill. To his credit, the Aa 
W3S long IlW:Idue fOrRilnns and I give him a quarter-thumb. 
~. tDOSl of the ..",...lments were driven his personal desire, 

not for the sportS seaor, The AD. needs U1gent amendment because it 
has a number'satanIC \>mI!S'dLSgwsed as refonns. 

Personally, as a foocbaIl iImstor. I feel the Act is not a pllrfootball 
law. I am pertUrbed that, f ... tDStance. the Act does not provide for 
Ug;IJ1da Prenuer League (UPU dubs. which feed the national teant, 
ID benefit repre!mIIIIg tbr nauonaJ team as is the case woddwide. 
Remember. FUFA receMOd millions of doUars every year to boost the 
nanonai team. To bts aedJl, PresIdent Yaweri Museveni bas sunk in 
billiorts of shillings in sports but oftentimes it is his own initiative. nO! 
a Slate-mandated action. For IIlSWIce. during my tenure as SC Villa 
bess. the l'resKlent donated to Villa SC two buses, and air bd<eIs to 
conunental matches worth sb4OOm. But it was in his own capaaty. 
not the GoI-emmenL 

So. this goes out to all those campaigning for political seats that you 
should have a plan to uplift the youth through sports. Spons is in 
their blood and yuu cannO! take it away. Let us be real; sad as h may 
sound, a clash between Arsenal and Manchester United donrinates 
youth debate than the national budget priorities. 

This goes out to the politicians that they need to show how they are 
going to bnprove sports through talent-spotting. creation of spons 
facilities and amplifying youth involvement in spons. The youth 
may want financial empowerment and skiJllng. but they will never 
abandon sport. It is that natural. Every MP should have a spons plan 
for the youth. especially for football. boxing and athletics. 

For years. Ugandan youth have always stood out in spons. even in 
the face of adver.;ity. So. seeing that there is litde focus on the youth 
makes me a little apprehensive about our priorities as a nalion. 

The question is; what would anract a promising lJg;IJ1dan talent 
to look at spons as a career breakthrough when politicians are not 
putting sports as a priodty? In faa, Parliament sbould pass a law that 
allows for incentives on spons inveStments. because at the end of 
the day. the target are the youth_ For reference. just a few days ago. 
Curacao. a fonner Dutch colony of about 150,000 people, qualified 
for the 2026 Fifa World Cup. What a fairytaie! -

The Curacao Football Association IS set to get at least SSm merely 
for qualification. Whenyou add the tourism potential, the figure may 
even multiply 10 times in the years to come. So, Ug;IJ1dan politicians 
have so much to learn to put the youth at the centre of their plans. 

RHd tile full wrs/on at .............,s/on.cQ.uq 
TIN wrIt.r Is a footNIllnwsfol; Villa ptftlHllt -'his 
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Technology should empower, not endanger: 
EndilH) digital violence lCJIinst women and girls 

very year, between ovember 25 and 
December 10, the wodd marl<s 16 
Days of Activism Against Gender-Based 
VIOlence, a campaign that calls for 
collective action to end violence against 

women and'girls in all its fonns. 
This year's theme, UNiTE 10 End TechnoJogy­

Facilil1J1ed Gender-Based Violence, Invites us 
to reUect on a growing and deeply troubling 
trend: the rise of online harassment, abuse and 
exploitation of women and girls through digital 
platfonns. 

Technology has transformed how we live, 
learn. and connecr. it provides enormous 
opportunities for education. entrepreneurship, 
and participation. Yet, for too many women 
and girls. the digital world has also become a 
space of fear. a place where they face insults. 
stalking. blackmail, and non-ronsensuai sharing 
of images. The same technology that opens 
doors for empowerment is being misused to 
intimidate and silence. 

Ug;IJ1da's progress -.rds gender equality 
is undeniable, but the dIailenges remain 
profound, The Uganda Bureau of Statistics 
and the UN found that 49'lO. vinualiy half of 
women. ha<lbeen >ictims of online gmKier­
based violence (OGBV). 

A 2025 WOUGNET srudy found that 
of respondents. induding women politicians, 
stUdents. and joumafists from vanoos regions. 
had experienced or witnessed oolme GBV 

The 2022 Uganda DemogI"- 3IId Health 
Survey revealed thai. tImd cf pis are married 
before 18, and lady .... '" iIIIr Jdoiesa!nt 
girls has begun c:hHJeai ... These ligures 
represent lives __ ,oped. cioeoms deferred. 
and poteolJai bt. Pm=s cf.mse seen in 
bomes and • lIIIW mmored and 
amplified online. 

Technology-fw ' I ~ violence 
is not an ahsa3a I5:!IJO; • bas ... -td 
conseqtlellO!S. It sieDas ~'s W>ices in 

GAYNOR 
public debate, drives them out of election 
campaigns and leadership spaces. and limits 
their participation in education and the 
economy. When WOIDOD and girls are afraid 
to campaigo. speak. post or engage online, 
the entire society loses. 

Ireland SUtnds finnIy with Uganda in 
confronting both lJ3ditionai and emerging 
forms of violence ogainst women and girls. 
Guided by our gIobaJ development policy, 
A Better World. and our lJg;IJ1da Country 
Strategy (2025-2027), we place gender 
"'Lualify at the heart of everything we do. 

Through parmerships.1reIand suppons 
programmes thac 
• Prevent and respond to GBV, ensunng 
survivor-centted sel"Vioos in rommunnies 
across lJg;IJ1da, including Karamoja and 
refugee-hosting districtS; 
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• Promote giris' education, helping 
them remain in school and transition to 
adulthood safely; 
• And advance WOlDen's rights, leadeisbip 
and economic empowennen~ ensuring 
that women's voices shape the policies and 
decisions that alfect their lives. 

But we also recognise that the digital 
world IS now central to ensuring equality 
and safety for women and girls. if the future 
IS digItal. then digital spaces must be safe. 

This means strengthening online safety 
laws, ensuring technology companles act 
responsibly, and expanding digital literacy 
and awareness. especiaiIy among young 
boys and girls. As we mark the 30th 
anniversary of the Beijing Platform for 
Action. we are reminded that true eguallty 
means ensuring women's full participation; 
in homes, workplaces, parliaments. and 
online spaces alike. 

Ending gender-based violence. 
whether physical or digital, is more than 
protecting individual women; it is about 
strengthening our societies. When women 
and girls are safe, confiden~ and free to 
express themselves and engage. families 
are Stronger, economies grow fasrer. and 
mmmunities become more Just and 
peaceful 

Duong these 16 Days of Activism, let 
us take a moment to remember that we 
aill12\'e a role to playas governments. 
as leaders. as the business community. 
as families. and as individuals. Let us 
.-., emure that every woman and 
pi .. Uganda - online or oIIIine - can 
live free from fear and fuifii her potential. 
TOSOIber. we can ensure that technology 
can empower. nOt endanger, connect. not 
CIIIIIIOl 
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