
FUND WILL TACKI,E RISING UNEMPLOYMENT 

By V'.'onfI.port.r. .. ........................ HOW N RM'S GRADUATE 
The N d.... R.eIIstance Movement 
(NRM) '* outlined plans for a 
_ -.qI fund that will provide 

capiIaIlD graduates who fail to secure F U D WI L L WO R K employment within two years of 
CXlIIIpleting their studies. a pledge 
contained in the pany's 2026--2031 ' 
manifesto. 

According to the manifesto. the 
proposed graduate stan-up fund is 
aimed at tackling rising graduate 
unemployment, which -the Uganda 
Bureau of Statistics currently places at 
15.2'l1> 

Tbe 2024 national census funher 
showed that 51 % of young people are 
neither In employment, education nor 
training. an indication of the growing 
struggle facing fresh graduates. 

The commissioner of the National 
Pamotism Corps, Hellen Seku, said 
the irtitianve is designed to give 
unemployed graduates a financial 
lifeline by enabling them to create 
their own enterprises rather than 
waiting for scarce formal jobs. 

"The purpose of this fund is to give 
graduates capital to begin their own 
businesses. It is meant to address 
youth unemployment and ease the 
financial pressure on families that have 
laboured to educate their children: 
Seku said during an engagement 
about the 2026 elections. 

The scheme will specificaliy targe! 
graduates who have spent at least two 
years without finding employment, a 
group Seku described as a growing 
burden on families already struggling 
to suppon jobless youth af'tfi 
university. 

She argued that the programme 
could be a turrilng point for thousands 
of young Ugandans locked OUI 
of the labour market. noting that 
it aligns with the Governmem's 
broader e(fons to empower the youth 
through irtitiatives such as the Youth 
Uvelihood Programme, Emyooga and 
the Parish Development Model. 

"This time the NRM Government 
has the arlSWer fo r the hustlers. the 
jobless youth: Ssku said, adding 
that the new fund would complement 
existing livelihood programmes. 

SABOTEURS WARIIED 
She also warned government officials 

I (LUSI E FUND 
The s e nior presidential advisor on political mobilisation. Moses 
Byaruhanga. clarified that although the manifesto highlights 
university graduates. the forthcoming graduate fund is Intended to 
benefit all learners from higher institutions of ieamlng. Including 
tertiary and vocational Institut ions. 

"We haven' t yet set up a proper workplan since it Is stili a pledge. 
but we intend to create a start-up fund for all graduates. where 
they can easily borrow money with little or no security. 

This Initia tive will largely benefit the youth. many of whom remain 
jobless atter graduation," he said_ 

Byaruhanqa added thM the model under considerat ion Is 
s imila r to Emyooga. with accessible financing dedlcMed solely to 
graduates who have spent at least two years after Qraduatlon, 

BmIEN TIl UNES 
C Commissioner Hellen Seku 
Hid the Initiative Is deslqned to 
gl ... llnemployed greduates a 
financial lifeline by enabllnq 
them to c ...... their own 
enterprises rather than waltlnq 
for scarce formai Jobs, 

against sabotaging or misusing the 
fund once it is launched. 

'Once this programme stans, 
anyone who SlaJlds in its way or cries 

to misuse it will be crushed: she said. 
Seku praised the 2026-2031 

manifesto as the strongest yet. saymg 
most of its prOvisions showcase 
opponunities tailored to youth 
economic advancement. 
lhis time, we no longer want 10 .see 

poor youth. The President has gIftII 
us an answer." she said. 

While encouraging young people 
to prepare fo r the 2026 eIt> t ... 
she urged them to ~ 
peacefu Uy and focus on the .... "", .... """ 
opportunities that are coming !be 
neXl poUticalterm. 

THE CA PAI6 TRAIL 
IS YOUR CANDIDATE TODAY? 

MlHllsha Muntu 
IlAL£JBU·ALEJA 

Yowerl Musevenl 
KANUNGU{ 
RUKUNGIRI 

Robert Kaslbllnt. 
K'~" WO 

Mubllrak Munyagwa RoIIert Kyagulanyl 

GOMBAfIlUTAMB BU'KW!: 

Nampllma with pupils of Namuqonqo Girls Primary School 
durlnq the Toto Christmas r estlval a ctivation yesterday 

Toto festival inches closer 
Jackl. Nalubwama 

As.- the countdown to the Toto 
Ch1rf!11ms Festival draws near to 
the D-day, children to Kampala 

Is are upbeat about iL 
At amugongo Girls Primary 

School. for instance, the girls were 
eager to receive Vision Group's 
TOlo magazine team. They 
fervently begged Auntie Grace. 
the editor of TOlO. whose real 
name is Grace Nampiima. to give 
them flyers that bore details of the 
festival. 

Auntie Grace happily complied, 
gave them fiyers and explained 
all the goodies they will enjoy at 
the festival that will take place on 
December 7. at Kampala Parents' 
School playground. 

They were told to expea fun 
activities such as 5'\imJning, 
bouncy castles, face painting and 
danang. 

However. the prospea of winnmg 
cash pnzes in the talent search got 
die children even more excited, 
ODd they shouted all the louder. 

Tbe headmistress of the school, 
Iosep/tine Nabwami, said: "The 
i:sItval is good because children 

remember the festivities 

Joseph Mablrlzl 

AD.lUMA"1 

surrounding Christ's binh." 
She urged parents to take their 

children to the festival. where the 
entrance fee will be sh I 0.000 per 
child and free entrance for paren 
and guardians. 

SPONSORS 
Organised by Vision Group. the 
festival has been sponsored by 
Indomie Instant Noodles Uganda. 
Pepsi. Toyota Uganda and 
Ruparelia Group. 

Each sponsor has generously 
supponed the festival. starting with 
Ruparelia Group that has o(fered 
Its wonderfuUy spacious grounds 
to host the event 

Toyota Uganda has given 
the children the opponunity to 
participate in the 19th T oyola 
Dream Car An Contest. Children 
are invited to join the contest by 
drawmg their dream car, where 
the wmners will win $5,000 (abooL 
sh I m). They thus stand a chan~ 
to "in school fees for next year. 

lndOlrue instant Noodles will 
have the children's easy-to-cook­
and-eat noodies. and Pepsi will 
bring the children's variety of 
soda for them to quench their little 
parched throats. 

Nandala Ma'.bl 
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