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EDITORIAL 

Treat prema~e birth 
admissions seriously 

T
he '45 percent annual rise in pre-term birth 
admissions researchers have reported in Ugandan 
hospitals from 2015 to 2019 is, by any measure, a 
startling statistic that must galvanise action. The 

implications of the findings, which 'show that about 
226,000 babies are annually born prematurely, are sobering. 
To be clear, the fute of the aforementioned 226,000 babies that 
end up in neonatal care is grim even when death is avertec;l. 
Telling impl'O\""""'ts in the standards of newborn care for those 
delivered before 37 completed weeks of pregnancy does not 
insuIatep~babiesfromfucingasetoffutefuloutcomes. 
These include developmental delays, deafness, 

blindness, cerebral palsy and behavioural issues. Empirical 
evidence shows that little progress has been m ade in 
preventing these associated developmental problem s. 

It, therefore, goes without saying tbat addressing the 
underlying issues that occasion pre-term birth admissions is 
an undertalcing of enormous importance. In our reportage 

yesterday. we disclosed that scientists at the 
Uganda National Institute of Pub lie Health 
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(UNJPH) came to the conclusion that pre· 
term admissions shot up from 2,678 in 
2015 to 15,391 in 2019 behind a range of 
issues. These included, our report noted, 
rising use of fertility treatment, exposure 
to air pollution, hypertensive disorders in 
pregnancy, urinary tract infections (UTIs), 
malaria and improved case reporting. 

It is imperative that the responsible 
authorities think intently about the 
interventions that could address the social 
and biological fuctors, whose downstream 
implications are tanglble in a spike of pre· 
term birth admissions. 

Why; for one, are most expectant mothers 
presenting with hypertension and diabe· 
tes' These chronic conditions pose signif· 
icant risks, with pre·pregnancy hyperten' 
sion proving to be such a stickyissue.5econd-
Iy, what do UTls say about that hygiene of 

our public toilets, which most expectant mothers say they dread? 
The revelation that air pollution could be a contributing fuctor 

to some,ifnot most, of the premature births,should not come as 
a surprise. 

Air pollution is a big issue in Uganda, with Kampala-the 
capital-not covering itself in glory. A recent study conduct­
ed by The Real Urban Emissions (TRUE) Initiative in partner­
ship with the United Nations Environment Programme (Un­
ep) found that "ambient air pollution in Kampala, to which 
road transport is a significant contributor (up to 60 percent), 
exceeds the World Health Organisation (WHO) limit for par­
ticulate matter by up to 12 times, and is estimated to account 
fo< 19 percent of adult deaths from non-external causes." 
With the health of an unborn baby inextricably linked to that 
of its expectant mother, Uganda's poor air quality must not be 
downplayed. WHO defines poor quality air as concentrations of 
PM2.5 above 5 pg/m' a day,with a 2021 study by Makerere Univer­
sity researchers showing that Kampala is 10 times above the safe 
limit. TRUE Initiative's recent findings indicatethatKampaJa now 
"exceeds the WHO limit for particulate matter by up to 12 times." 
Evidently, the country is in worse straits. RespoflSlble authorities 
cannot keep skirting issues. They have to act with urgency 

We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe trt~h. 
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gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed wheneveryou feel that we 
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CartooD, The Uganda Police Force has banned all campaign-related processions ahead of the 2026 
General t: ection, effective from November 2025 , 
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Oil cash can actualise the 
ten-fold growth strategy 

U 
gandaisapproachingam'\ioreco­
nomictumingpoint with cOmmercial 
oil production expected in 2026.The 
country holds approximately 6.3~.65 
billion barrels of oilin place, with 1.4-
1.65 billion barreistechnicaJlyrecov­

erable. The two flagship projects-Tilenga 
('i'9talEnergies) and Kingfisher(CNOOC)­
are expected to deliver acombined peak out­
put of230,000-240,000 barrels perdajtWith 
production potentially sustained for over 
25 years,oil could become a transformative 
sourceofrevenue,drivingUganda's lo-Fold 
GrowthStra~whichaimstoexpandin­
dusttiaJisation,infrastructure,exports>and 
human capital. 
Thestrategyseeks to expand Ugan-

da's economy tenfold, targeting a $500 bil­
lionGDPby2040.AnchoredinNDPN 
(2025/202&-202912030),it prioritises agro-in­
dusttialisation,mineral-basedindus­
tries,tourism,lcrJSTI,infrastructure,and 
strengthened governance. Thestrategy aims 
to raise exports to 50 percent ofGDp,nationai 
savings to 40 percent ofGDp,and n1ai<eman­
ufucturing the engine of value additionjobs, 
and higherincomes,transitioning Uganda to 
an industrial, export-led econollljt 

Uganda's oil revenues could average $2 bil­
lion annually between2026 and 2050,pro­
viding a critical fiscaJ boostHoweveI; these 
inIlows alone cannot finance the ambitious 
ten-fold growth objectives.Strategic invest­
ment,strengthened govemance,and com­
plement;uy growth drivers such as private 
sector development,industriaJisation,and 
regional trade areessentialPropedy man­
aged,oil revenues is,tberefore, widely expect­
ed to catalyse sustainah1e andinclusive de­
velopment 

The Public Finance Manal1""entAct(pF­
MA)2015 gIlYems petroleum revenue man­
agement,ensuringacmomtability,transpar­
ency;and ~ benefit Section 
56 ofPFMA,2015 mandates ali petroleum 
revenues be rIep 6il,,1 into a dedicated Fe­
tmieumFund man'llr' by the Minister of 

Properly managed,oil re­
venues IS therefore wi­
dely expected to cata-
lyse sustainable and 
inclusive develop­
ment 

MagaraSiralfliIDyima 
Oil teiWiiIII! 

Finance, with oversight from theAcrount­
ant General and Auditor General Withdraw­
als require parliamentary approval and tar­
ge! infrastructure and d&-eiopment pro­
jects.A portion is aJIocatedto the Petroleum 
RevenuelnvestmentRese!ve(PRIR),man­
aged by the BankofUganda.to secure long­
termretumsSection 75 presaibes that 94 
percent of royalties go to thecentrai govern­
ment, while sixpen:ent are allocated to lo­
cal governments, with haJfbasedon produc­
tionimpacl 

Charter ofFiscaJ Responsibility-CFR (2021-
2026)Objective3 guides Petroleum Fund 
transfers to the Consolidated Fund and PRIR 
ThefiscaJ rule caps annnal transfers to the 
Budgr:!t at 0.8 percent of the prioryear's non­
oil GOp, with the remainder saved inPRlR,in­
sulaling theBudgr:!tfrom volatile revenues. 
Section 13(10)requires t:ransters to aJign 
with the approyed Budget Framework Pa­
pa:Evidenoe from ofber resoun:e-rich coun­
tries shows that weIl-designed fiscaJrules im­
p~ Budget discipline andfinanciaJman­
agement, while weak enfon:ementrisks over­
spending and debt accumulation. 

The oil revenue based lo-fold growth strat­
egycould be affected bysome,but not Iimit­
ed to weak enforcementoffiscairule.Guide­
lines forspendingpetroleumrevenues are 
inconsistentlyapplied,riskingoverspending, 
deficits,and macroeconomic instability. 
The strategy could also be affected by lack of 

an oil revenue utilisation plan, limited trans­
parency and public accountability; 
and underutilisation ofFRlR. 

For Uganda to harness oil revenue div­
idend,and race to actuaJisethe ten-fold 
growthstra~thefollowingpolicyrecom­
mendations suffice: 

Strengthenenforcementoffiscairules:En­
sure strict adherence to the CPR andPFMA 
guidelines,limitingBudgelexposure to vola­
tile oil revenues and promotingintergenera­
tiona! equity. 
Develop a comprehensive oil revenue uti­

lisation plan: C1eady define howpetrole­
urn revenues will be alIocated,invested,and 
spent to support priority sectors aJigned 
with the strategjt 

Enhance transparency and public accoont­
ability: Publish regular; detailed reports on 
revenueintlows,alIocations,andexpendi­
tures; engage civil society and local commu­
nities in oversight 

Optimize PRIR invesbnents: Establish clear 
investment strategies to maximise long-term 
returns,including diversified domestic and 
international investment portfolios. 

Strengthen local government capacity to 
manageroyalties: Ensurecapacity building 
oflocal governments toeffectively and efli­
cientlymanage royalties that will bereceived 
by districts affected by oil production, with 
clear criteria linked to productionimpacl 

Promote complementary growth drivers: 
Use oil revenues tocatalyse private sector in­
vesbnent,industtialisation,infrastructur 
development,and human capital formation, 
reducing dependence on oil alone. 

While PFMA 2015 provides a legal frnme­
wotkforpetro1eumrevenuemanagement, 
practicalinlplementation fuces chaJlenges, 
incIudingweakoversight,potentiaJmisallo­
cation offunds Jeadingto leakages, unclear 
investmentstrategies,and.limited public par­
ticipation.Addressingthesegaps through ro­
bustfiscaJ ruies,transparent systems, and 

. strategicplanningis critical to securing sus­
tainable,equitable,and transformativeim­
pacts from oil revenues and realising Ugan­
da's ten-fold growth ambitions. 

Magara Sk'agt Luyima, energy and 
extractfve industries coordinator, 
Oxfam In Ug.nda. 

?g/3~ 8th Street, P.O. Box ~21~1, 
KOmp.,lO. tJ'gaiida' - , • , ~ , 

Phones 03123011001101 
'fax (J'11232359 

Email editoria/@ujI.nationmedia.com 
. , ~ • r - , • Registered at'the"GPO Js a newspaper 

+ 
I 


