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Violence must_r be our answer 

Africa today stands at acrossroads. 'lbe long-rooted ef­
fects of menta! sllM!r)IcoIonialism,and imperialism have -
washed ~many ofourindigenous values and replaced 
them with economic and political systems grounded in in­
dividualisJn--e;erymanfor himselfand God for us all 
This erosion of African identity has created a fragile foun­

dation,especiaIJy in our post-colonial era where the strug­
gle to build a unified national identity continues to clasb 
with the legacy ofindirectrule.Before we become pow­
er-hungry in the pormit ofleadership, we must understand 
and address tbese inherited cballenge;. 
As generatims pass,the quest for power remains a time­

less phenommcnYetthe means we use to pursue change 
can shape our destiny fur decades.History has repeatedly 
shown that guns and violence may bring about change, but 
the cost is oftm unbearableJn today's digital age,social me­
dia has furthe .... mptified vioient ideologies, giving space 
formanip'~atjm emotionalextremism,andmassmobili­
sation that oftm ends in chaos. 
'foda\1,misinfurmation spreads fiIster than fuctsSocial me­

dia platfomls baYe turned into breeding grounds for: vio­
lent ideo\ogJes,pJ' 4 .... " Mia,fo;reign-sponsored disinforma- . 
tion,and organised rnOOolisrtiomfor destructive protests. 
Young peopIeareoftm the most vulnerabJ.e,manipuiated 

by online actors who protnioe quick change but deliver cha­
os.AsAfricans,_IDII5tdeeplyexaminewhatmotivates 
foreign acIIn IDseft inlluence on our continent Africa's 
abundant natural resourt15 attractglobal powers whose in­
tentions are oftm rooIEd in eUraction and exploitation,not 
the preservatian ofour idemity.'I1lese actors thrive in con­
fusion,~and imEmaI divisions. They continuous­
ly plant seeds of discord,knowing that a fragmented Africa 
is easier tocontrol 
In many African cilies,eperiaDy \ow-incomeurban settle­

ments,IDaIginaljsedpopn1ationsoftenfeelexcludedfrom 
formal political 1B" This exclusion pushes some to­
w1irds violence as a waytD wice frustration. We have seen 
attempts ~ protest; sometimes peacefuJ,some­
timesvioient leading todislurbancesofpublicorder,un­
necessarytralllcjams m nfbusiness,destruction of prop­
erty,and oonfn. 01 aI ;' "IS with securltyforces. 
These are not just crime statistics-they are remind-

ers that the poorest paythehigbest price when society de­
scends intochaos. 
Citizens should instead mobilise peacefully, usingtheir 

voices,votes,andcivic""83ll'=ent-notweapons-tode­
mandaccoun~ 
Violent!'eYOiutions oftm produce short-lived victories 

overshadowed by deYastEngconsequences.Guns destroy 
cultures,economies,infrastrucandsocialnorrns.The 
scars ofwartake generations to heal 
Western mediafurthercomplicates this by offering fulse 

hopes,glamorising violent resistance, and misleading Afri­
ca's innovative youth into believing that quick change must 
comethrough force. Yet,bistoryproves otherwise: societies 
flourish through stabilit;lnot destruction. 
Many young people feel frustrated by economic inequali­

t;lunernployment,and political exclusion.During election 
seasons, this frustration is magnifiecLPolitical actors exploit 
these emotions,mobilisingyouth through social media, 
protests, and sometimesmanipulation. 
Yet even when grievances are legitimate, violence remains 

a.deadend. 
Before resorting to force, we must consider the alterna­

tives: non-violent resistance,dialogue andnegotiation,civic 
activism,diplomacy;legal and constitutional avenues 

African societies once thrived on the values of Ubuntu­
togetherness,harmony;shared responsibilit;land collective 
problem-solving. These values held leaders accountable 
and builtstrong,resilient cotrununities. 

Today,we must revive Ubuntu Without peace, what be­
comes of our multibillion-dollar infrastructureroads,air­
ports,power stations builtwith borrowed funds from the 
World Bank,Exim Bank,and other partners? Ifviolence 
takes precedence, who will repay the debtsorrebuild what 
is destroyed? 
The ernotional,social,and economic toll of violence is crip­

pling.Families break apart.Children growup traumatised. 
Economies collapse.lnfrastructuretakes decades to rebuild. 
No violent revolution in Africa has ever produced long­
term prosperity, only cyctes ofrevenge,repression,and re­
construction 
Let us choose leaders of integrity, those who see leadership 

as service,notan opportunity for personal enrichment 
Rather than falling for empty promises andmanipulative 
tactics, Ugandans must seek out leaders who prioritisethe 
public good. 
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LETTER OF THE DAY 

Open letter to the new DPP 
Probablecause is the forgotten 

cure for Uganda's bloated Jus­
ticesystem. ThisismyNaaman's 
servant advice (2 Kings 5:13) to 
the new Director of Public Pros- -
ecutions (OPP) Lino Anguzi. 

Except for my Administrative 
Law classes at Uganda Christian 
Universit;ll am a pastor-theolo­
gian with no legal background. 
I amjust passionate about Law 
and Justice. As Mr Anguzi as­
sumes office, one of the great­
est challenges will not merely 
be political interfurence, but the 
massive backlog of cri:roinal eas­
es choking the courts. 

The Judiciary Annual Per­
formance Report (2023) indi­
cates more than 44,000 pend­
ing criminal cases, with many 
delaying foqears.Behind those 
numbers are human stories­
victims losing hope, accused 
persons languishing in deten­
tion, and prosecutors over­
whelmed by files that cannot 
move forward. Yet the solution 
may not be another funding re­
quest or committee. It lies in a 
principle already enshrined in 
our laws: probable cause - or, 
as the Ugandan Constitution 
(Article 120) puts it, the require­
ment for solfficient evidence be­
foreinstitutingprosecution. 
The Office of the DPP Act 

(1991) authorises the DPP to 
prosecute only where evidence 
islldequate and the public in­
terest demands it. This stand­
ard parallels the principle of 
probable cause in common law 
_ . that before indicting any­
one, there must be reasonable 
grounds to believe a crime was 
conunitted and the accused is 
respollSlble. 

Too often, this threshold is 
treated as a formality. Cases 
are filed on shaky grounds, on­
ly to collapse later for lack of 
evidence. Even though I live in 
the US now, I shudder when I 
read and watch how prosecu­
tors flagrantly askjudges to ad­
journ cases as they seek more 

• 

evidence. I am left wondering, 
"Why did you take up a case 
with insUffIcient evidence? In 
the US,most prosecutors would 
audaciously reject or request 
more evidence befure taking up 
anyfiles. 
Whether intentionally or 

inadvertently, prolonged 
litigation strips defendants 
of their rights to a fair and 
speedy trial. In a positive light, 
judges/magistrates should be 
empowered to dismiss cases 
with prejudice if they detect 
even a hint of negligence or 
inadequate preparation on the 
part of prosecutors. 

Mr Anguzi, a 2022 Justice 
Law and Order Sector (JLOS) 
review, found that weak case 
preparation accounted for 
more than 60 percent of delays 
in criminal proceedings. This 
inefficiency fuels a cycle of 
remand overcrowding. 
This is both a moral and con­

stitutional issue. Article 28 guar­
antees a fair and speedy trial­
an impossible standard when 
courts are overloaded with un-

necessary cases.1fI led theDpp,1 
would dismiss files pending for 
over five years. Recall the now 
furnous words of the Old Eng­
lish Jurist: • .. .it is better that 10 
guilty persons escape than that 
one innocent person suffer.°ln­
definite detention without due 
process is 1ll\iust, echoing the 
principle: "Treat others as you 
wish to be treated" (Luke 6:31). 
I've also noticed that prosecu­
tors often oppose bail more vig­
orously than they pursue con­
victions. 

World over;empirical evidence 
shows that enforcing probable 
cause candramaticallyimprove 
efficiency; For example, in the 
US, the Justice lnnoYation Lab 
in South carolina found that a 
dedicated screening prosecutor 
reduced case backlogs by 40 
pecent and saved the State 
nearly 1400,000 (Sbsl.4b) in 
court and detention costs. 'lbe 
Prosecutorial Performance 
Indicators Project (2021) 
reached similar conclusions: 
oftIces that declined weak cases 
early saw fewer dismissals 

later and greater public trust. 
Uganda's DPP can adapt this 
model, focusing on evidence­
based screening before charges 
reach the courtroom 

Probable cause is more than 
a procedural rule - it's a mor­
al compass. It reminds prose­
cutors that their duty is not to 
win cases, but to ensure justice 
is done. The Supreme Court of 
Uganda affirmed this in Ugan­
da vs Kikomeko and Others 
(1993), holding that a prosecu­
tion must be founded on credi­
ble evidence capable of sustain­
ing conviction. Enforcing this 
principle protects the innocent, 
preserves scarce resources, and 
upholds the dignity of the DPP's 
ollice as a constitutional guard­
ian. 

To translate thiS principle into 
practice, I offer four proven an­
tidotes:institutionaliserigorous 
pre-trial screening, publish dec­
lination statistics to enhance 
transparency and drive high­
er investigative standards, train 
prosecutors in evidence eval­
uation to reduce overcharging 
and late-stage collapses and im­
prove coordination with police 
investigators to prevent weak 
cases from reaching court. 

You may have sight on becom­
ingthe nextPrincipaiJudge, un­
til then lead a team that knows 
when to say, "I'm not taking up 
that case(s)." The strength of a 
prosecution ollice is not meas­
ured by the number of indict­
ments, but by the number of 
credible cases that lead to fair 
convictions. When prosecutors 
use probable cause as their first 
test, they uphold both justice 
and efficiency. The DPP's great­
est legacy could be not in how 
many people are charged, but 
in how many are rightly spared 
the ordeal of groundless prose­
cution. 

Rev Dr Boniface Odong, 
USA 

What do you think about the use offirewoodin schools? 

Grace Nantagya Ssebanak­
itta,Head teacher, Men­
goSS 
We spend aboutSbs25ma 
term on firewood 'Jbisbas 
an effecton the environment 
becauseofthesmokewepro­
duceandalsothesmake af­
fects the people wodtingin 
the kitchen_ 

Walter Odocb,Head teach­
er,Anaka Central ss 
Weuse about three trucks of 
firewood every term,costing 
usbetweenShs450,oooand 
SbsGoo,ooo. 'lbe cost tends 
to go higher during the rainy 
season when trucks enter 
deep into villages lOOking 
for firewood. 

JoanitaMukasa Menya, 
MD, Vivo Energy 
Wearepartneringwith 
Church ofUganda to give 
clean cooking solutions to 
their schools because they 
handle many people. The 
peoplebandlingfood are af­
fected, we need to save them 
and the environment 

RevCanon Grace Paul 
Kakooza,Chainnan, COU 
model schools 
Church of Uganda is at the 
forefront ofleading the cam­
paign to preserVe theenvi­
ronment anditis a shame 
that our schools arethe lead­
ing consumers offlrewood, 
which must stop. 
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