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WHY WE SHOULD GUIDE E 0 5 

PARENTN 

... ~ echnology bas 
quietly become pan 
or our cluldrm', 
everyday eXlSlence. 
From the moment 
rhey wake up 10 
rhe time rhey go 10 

bed, Artificial Imelligence (AI) 
influences how lhey learn, 
play, and inceract Wherher 
it's a voice assistant answering 
rheir questions, a learrting 
appUcation adjusting 10 Ihe" 
pace, or a video platrorm 
recommending content, AI 15 
everywhere. The question for 
today's parents is not whether 
iI exlslS, bUI wherher our 
chiJdren should rully embrace 
ii, and how. 

THE NEW DIGITAL CHILDHOOD 
Our children are growing 
up in a world very different 
from the one we knew. We 
used to search for informaoon 
in books and libraries; !hey 
simply ask an app or a 
chalboL AI can now explam 
complex ooncepls, generale 
essays, or create artWork in 
seconds. II's almosl impossible 
10 keep children away from 
il because il is embedded in 
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A doIIcI uslnq I IlptOP, AI should supplement effort, not repllce It 

ed:ICIlllln. enlenainmenr, and 
• communication. 

Tho challenge ror parenlS, 
......:nen and rairh leaders is 
.. children 10 use AI 
...!dy. ",thoullosing their 
Inmamty .. When used well, AI 
CIII tit an maedible learrting 
parmer. II mspires curiOSity 
mel aeanvity, rurning 
,"",rnir:rg inlD a more engaging 
mel personalised experience. 
Learners can use il 10 design 
pnl!e(1S. explore ideas, or 
pracno::e Dew skills. 

h also prepares them ror 
a furure heavily shaped by 
lechnology. Every proression, 
from medicine 10 rarming, 
will depend OD penple who 
..mdersrand bow 10 use AI 
edwcaIiy and intelligently. 

10 ilia smse. allowing our 
children 10 ezpIon Il under 

guidance can help them 
become more innovative • 
adaprable and oonfidem in a 
cbangmg world. 

Their heans must remain 
oompassionale, humble, and 
leachable, nOI mechanical and 
by the ooldness or algorithms. 

PARt:NTS' ROLE IN AI WORLD 
Parents cannot SlOP AI from 
entering their children's lives, 
but we can shape how it is 
used. The firs l slep is 10 be 
inrormed. Many parems rear 
lechnology because rhey do 
nOI undersland II. Take time 
10 explore AI lools yourself, so 
you can guide your children 
wirh oonfidence and curiosity. 

SETTING CLEAR BOUNDARIES 
Children need 10 know thaI 
AI should supplemenr effort, 

not replace n. Encourage them 
10 use rhese lools 10 clarify 
concepts or inspire ideas, and 
enhance underslanding. bUI 
nOl 10 do Ihe work ror them. 
leI them know thaI wisdom 
still oomes from reflection, 
practice, not automation. 

INTEGRITY MAmRS 
Using AI 10 cheal on 
assignments or copy 
other penple's work is still 
dishonesty. Teach children 
10 apply rhe same moral 
values online rhal you expeel 
oflline. 

They should nOI use AlID 
creale dara thaI is 10 destroy 
one's lire. Remind them thaI 
their creativity and origma1ity 
are giflS from God, and AI 
should help rhem express 
those gifts, nOI suppress them. 

ROLE OF CHURCH AND SCHOOLS 
Schools and universities hold 
a critical role in preparing rhe 
next generation ror a future 
shaped by AI. They musl move 
beyond simply banning or 
ignoring il and inslead leach 
digital ethics, critical thinking, 
and responsible innovation. 
Teachers should encourage 
srudenlS 10 question AI· 
generaled coment and venJ'y 
raClS. This builds discernmem 
and inlelleaua1 independence. 
Chltrches and schools should 
nOl remain silent in this 
conversatio~ but become 
centres or digital discipleslup; 
places where chiJdren learn 10 

think critically, use lechnology 
responsibly, and uphold rruth 
in a world of automation. 
Our homes must become 
spaces where digitallileracy 
and spirirual marurity grow 
logether. 

As the Apostle Paul wrole, 
"Everything is permissible, bUI 
nOl m:ryrhing is beneficial" 
(I Corinthians 10:23). The 
same principle appUes 10 
lechnology. Access does nOI 
equal approval. Just because 
something is avaUable 
doesn', mean iI'S good ror the 
soul. 

RAISING WISE DIGITAL mWARDS 
AI is here 10 sray, and il 
will only grow smaner. Our 
responsibility is 10 raise 
children who are not enslaved 
by h bul empowered 10 use il 
wisely. They must be raughl 
10 think critically, aa ethically, 
and remain rooled in IImeless 
values. 
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Despite beIDg helpful 
to qUlcke" chldre,,'s 
learninQ process, 
ArtlfiCialln!e igence 
(AI) can a so te PI 
them to stop t king 
independe ' y. 

When Ch cren re 0 
AI to write essa,s or [0 

solve prob est e 
might lose I"e ao 
to reaso cr t ca 
develOP ng onglna eas. 

Lack of accuracy could 
also eXISt because A 
systems are not perfect 
and if children accept 
everything AI provides 
Without discernment, 
they may absorb errors, 
thus missing critical 
thinking and judgment. 

Privacy is also a serious 
concern given that AI 
tools collect personal 
data from users that 
can be misused. A child 
may unknowinqly share 
sens,tlve information 
that could be exploited 
by evil people, IandIIl9 
your child Into trouble. 

Emotional detachment 
may occur due to ewer' 
exposure to technoloQy, 
AI will affect emotional 
and social development 
when screens replace 
face·to'face human 
interactions and 
relationships. Empathy 
and compassion can 
fade. Children risk 
becoming indifferent 
to human fee li ngs 
becoming comfortable 
talkIng to machines 
which could lead to 
emotIonal isolatoon and 
weakeninq of famIly 
bonds. 

How Ireland, Uganda's education differ due 10 lack or trained staff and 
racilities. AI the school leveL Ireland's 
education system focuses on creativity, 
panicipation and hoUstic development 
supponed by good resources and 
teacher training. 

The lour helped me 10 learn a lor 
in relation to my career and also 
enabled me 10 make comparisons 
berween schools in Ireland and 
Uganda. 

While borh Ireland and Uganda 
vaJue education as a key driver of 
progress, the way learning lakes 
place in schools differs greatly due 10 
differences in economic development, 
resources, culture. and government 
priorities. 
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ACTIYITI[S AND STUDENT lift 
In Ireland, rhere is balanced a:a:ariic 
and co-Cltrricular life (spans. 
an and music), wtule ID l! 
extracurricular actMDe5 CDSt. 

Iezarrs awe their class rules. Here 
Lpoda. dJscipUne lends 10 be 

mel more formal and authority 
rcSJI • i 

Uganda's schooUng system rocuses 
on discipUne, academic performance, 
and examinations, although reforms 
are slowly introducing more 
inleraaive and skill·based leaching. 

In conclusion, this oomparisou of 
the rwo aspectS or Iearnmg belps us 
undersrand bow Irdand's modem. 
learner--centred.systml <r«JIIaSIS Wllb 
Uganda's developuJ&. "'"'"IIPIYm-
orienled system. and bolb 
countries SIln'r 10 pronle qaoIiIy 

D 
n October 3, I was blessed 10 

.,. travel to lre1and for continuous 
proressional development 
Programme under rhe New 

Vision's Teachers Making a DUTerenee 
Initiative. 

Irish schools are generally well· 
equipped with learning malerials, 
compulers, and comfortable 
classrooms, whereas Ugandan 
schools, often race challenges such as 
overaowding, linlIled materials, and 
poor infraslDlcrure. 

are less prioritised ScbooIs foals OIl 
passing exams. 

DISCIPLINE AND It£l.ATIOmIII' 
Ireland eDoour.rges respea and self· 
discipUne through mnnsellmg and 

SP£C\Al1I£IDS EDUCATION 
AI the oore or their poUcy in Ireland, 
there is indusive education for speciaJ 
needs learners. In spile or rhe growing 
inclusion or special needs learners in 
Uganda il is still linllied in praaice 

educallOll 
contexts. 
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