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This inspiring event will 

The inaugural Mrican Women have 20 plus speakers. below 
In Spons Initiative (AWlSI) are some of the keynote 
Summit (Uganda Edition) speakers, women and men 
promises to unite over 600 whose journeys renect re-
women from 35 African coun- silience, leadership, and !he 
tries athletes. administrators. spiril or change. 
legal advocales, policymakers 
and media personalities under Prof Margaret" Maggie" 
the theme "Mission to End Kigozi 
Gender Based Violence" in A devoted sportswoman. she 
Spons. represented Uganda in tennis, 

The Ihree-day evem at HOlel table lennis, hockey, and 
Mricana aims to move beyond squash, and loday chairs Ibe 
conversation, delivering Makerere Uruversuy Endow-
concrete policies, protec~ menl Fund, rombiomg lead-
tive rrameworks, and sarer ershlp wllh a lifelong passion 
sporting spaces across the ror spons. Sbe IS also business 
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Athlete Immaculate Chemutal 

leader and IndustriaiiSL ble career playmg proresslOnal 
baskelball across live ronti-

Dr Miri. Matembe neOiS ror 14 years. Though 
Dr latembe is a lawyer, born in Ibe Uruled Slates. his 

former Ugandan Member or work now cen:rers on mentor-
Parliamenl and Ibe rounuy's ship and youth deI,,,lopmeOi 
first Mllisier or Etlucs & 10 Africa through Ius organi-
Integl1ly. She also sen'ed in zanon, Azomal Global using 
Ibe Pan Afncan Parbamenl, sport as a ,..,hide ror diaraCier 
championing acoounlabiluy buildmg, ieadersiup, and 
and good govemanoe. A fieroe opporlUnuy. 
advocate for women's rights, 
she oo·founded organisations Immaculate Chemutai 
to advance gender equality Ugandan marathoner 
and continues to inspire legal and Olympian Immaculate 
reronn across Moca. Chemutai has broken national 

records and rompeled al 
Yusef Aziz world-class level. She rounded 

Yuser Azil built a remarka- the Immaculate Chemutai 

MUllID, OiWIIN~~~ M~ UNIIDO I~b ~U[f~ 
U

pndIi'S pe(Wrmance 
at the &II Islamic Soli­
darity ames (ISG) in 
RIyadh was more Iban 

juS! a Sllccessful campaign, 
it was a defining moment 
f9r Ibe nation, yielding an 
unprecedenled 10lal or 13 
medals, Uganda's besl haul 
ever at a multj ·spon interna­
tional event 

Crucially, this hisloric lri­
umph was largely propelled 
by Ibe collective roroe or ilS 
remale athieleS, who dom­
inated the podium across 
several disciplines. 

The numbers tell an 
empowering story, out 
or Uganda's three gold 
medals, aIIihree were won 
by women. or Ibe 10lal 13 
medals, six were claimed by 
female competitors across 
swimming, table tennis, and 
athletics. 

This achievemenl solidified 
Uganda's place at 161b over­
all on Ibe final medal tally, 
a remarkable real against 57 
participating nations. 

The headline aCi was 
swimmer Gloria Anna 
Muzito. Her personal !ally 
or two gold and one silver 
medal in Ibe freestyle events 
established her as Ugan­
da's firsl-ever ron.'eIlIIClIW 
swinuning gold medalISI at 
Ibe Games. 

Muzilo did noI JUSl win, 
she broke records and 
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conquered opponents from 
nations with far superior 
aquatic infrasnuaure. 

Equally rompelling is Ibe 
hisJOric breakthrough by Ibe 
table tennis doubles pair, 
Jemimah Nakawala and Judilb 
Parvin angonzi. 

The bro= medal Ibey won 
was Uganda's firsl-ever Table 
Temus medal in five appear­
ances allbe ISG. As Nakawala 
recently IOId VISion Spons, 
their medal was "a nation-
al achievement and school 
victory." a sentiment thai gives 
bope 10 every aspiring young 
athlete. 

The track champions 
added 10 Ihe haul , demon­
Slrating world-class pedigree, 
Rebecca Chelangat secured 
Ibe nation's third gold medal 
in Ibe gruelling 10,OOOm 
race, while veteran Halimah 
Nakaayi added an 800m 
silver, and Ibe delennined 
Charity Cherop (500010 Sil­
ver) and Shida Leni (400m 
Bronze) rounded out Ibe 
women's success in athletics. 

What next? 
This record-breaking 

remale performance. which 
saw Ugandan women de­
liver nearly half or Ibe 10lal 
medals, demands a strategic 
national response. 

The question for the 
MiniStry or Spons and Ibe 
national sporting bodies is, 
How do we institutionalise 
this success 10 inspire Ibe 
next generation? 

This success must trans­
late into tangible policy, 
ellhanced funding for 
grassroots clubs in emerg­
ing spons like table lennis, 
dedicaled remale coaching 
programs, and increased 
media visibility. Now, Ibe 
burden or continuity falls on 
Ibe administralors 10 ensure 
!his golden generation is _ 
an isolated phenomenon, but 
Ibe beginning or a SlISI ....... 
era or female sportmg exce1-
lence. 

I'«years Uganda's rerer­
eeIng standards have been 
questioned and have mostly 
\101 been required on !he 
international level However, 
Shamira Shamirah ' abadda 
is changing thaL The Ugan­
dan was voted best female 
rereree al the CAF Awards 
and reminded everyone or 
her uncanny journey to the 
lOp. 

Nabadda venrured inlO 
unchartered terrilory and 
instead or treading carefully 
she embraced !he moment 
and aimed for !he very lOp. 
Allhe begimuog n WJS 
nol easy, the p= was 
immense so she bad be< 
shaky moments. As 9 ·' .. ·.,. 
who started refereang m 
her 20's she was rouoc ODd 
because she IDOIt m... 0( 
predominantly male matches 
thai couldn't ~ been easy. 
But we have been able ID see 
and Wlmes5 be< growth and 
improvemem every year. 

She was DOl Just refereeing 
fooIbaII matches but was also 
o/fi<iarJng players thai were 
thai _ <*Ier than be< UI 
_ • rs Unhke be< 
mole 1*15, Ibere Is .... o(_-...,.to 
~ .. _', o/fid­
-. md IbaI is what has 
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Foundation. menroring the 
next generation of long~dis-
lance runners and promoting 
alhletics development in 
Uganda. 

Pauline Sheghu 
A trailblazer in mOlorsport, 

Pauline Sheghu led Kenya's 
firsl aII-remaie rally crew, 
making history in Ihe World 
Rally Championship. Her gril 
and skill challenge gender 
norms, making her a powerful 
symbol or whal women in Af-
rican motorspon can achieve. 

Maurice Mugisha 
Maurice Mugisha is Deputy 
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helped Ibe likes or Nabadda 
10 rise up Ibe ranks. Women 
have a bigger chanoe or being 
seen in Ihe male dominated 
field bUI when Ibe lighlS are at 
Ibeir brighles~ Nabadda has 
nol raIlered, secondly, she is 
a born fighler who has slayed 
Ibe rourse and has nol lei 
outside noise force her into a 
comer. 

This Women's Africa Cup or 
Nations alone, Nabadda offid­
aled ihree matches induding 
the opening match or Ibe 
tournamenl and Ibe semi final 
clash between Soulb Africa 
and Nigeria. For a young 
rereree, Nabadda IS nowhere 

Managing Director al Uganda 
Broadcaslmg Corporation 
(USC). Today. he helps 
shape national media policy, 
amplifying voices that maner 
especially Ibose or women in 
sport 

This summil will have 
a range of topics such as 
breaking Ibe silence, power, 
patriarchy and protection and 
survivor testimonies and lived 
experiences. 

Through Ibese stories and 
many more, AWiSI is laying 
the foundation ror safer, more 
equitable, and empowering 
spans environments across 
Africa. 

near her peak bUI close 
enough 10 her best. 

This doesn'l absolve 
the male rererees from 
nOI working diligently 10 
ensure Ihat they get 10 the 
lOp or Ibeir game. II is no 
seere\ Ibal mosl or Ibe male 
cournerpans are constantly 
rontrolled by ego and power 
play. Women have 10 work 
twice as hard 10 ensure Ibat 
Ibey do a good job and in 
case anything goes wrong, 
Ibe blame is definilely 
broughl back to Ibe raCiIba! 
Ibey are remale. FUFA have 
also done a decem job by 
empowering women like 
Nabadda 10 stay Ibe rourse, 
Ibey have encouraged Ibeir 
growlh and development by 
giving Ibem Ibe OpporlUnity 
and environment to shine. 

While Ibey have played 
Ibeir pari Nabadda is Ibe 
one who has ensured ber 
rise to the lOP is nOI S!eeped 
in controversy by working 
diligently. Her desire 10 ron­
tinue improving and growing 
was recognised and CAF 
only reileraled Iberr support 
for a woman who knows her 
worth and whal she wanlS 
oul or Ibe career. 

The beauty of Nabadda's 
success is something Ibal will 
have more young women 
taking up !he mande In 
Uganda fur the next genera­
tklns to come. 


