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Rival groups hurl stones, 
block roads, and-engage 
in physical fights at 
campaign rallies. 

Whyvioience dogs 
AdjUlllani LCS race 

BY MARKO TAlBOT 

W
ll:t began as routine campaign 

activities at the weekend has es· 
calated into some of the most vi­
olent scenes witriessed in Ad­

jumani in recent years. 
Clashes between supporters of the Na- . 

tional Resistance Movement (NRM) LC5 i 
flag bearer, Mr John Anyanzo Ambayo, ' 
and those backing the incumbent, Mr 
Ben Anyama (Independent), have left 
several people injured and heightened 
fears over electoral stability. 

Rival groups hurled stones, blocked 
roads, and engaged in physical fights at 
campaign rallies. There was a heavy de­
ployment o{police in several parts of 
the district to contain the chaos and dis­
perse the rowdy crowds. 

According to local authorities, the vio­
lence appears to be driven more by sup­
porters Plan by the candidates them­
selves. 

Mr Ivan Nyanda, the sectary of the incumbent Adjumani LC5 chairperson, Mr Ben Anyama, at Gulu hospital after he 
was allegedly attacked by supporters of his boss' rival in Acljumani District. PHOTO/MARKO TAlBOT 

The Adjumani Resident District Com­
missioner (RDC), Mr SWaib Toro, de­
scribed the situation as worrying and 
urged the contenders to take responsi­
bility by calming their supporters. 

"They (candidates) need to reign in 
their supporters becausewe need peace­
ful and responsible campaigns,"MrThko 
said. 

He said this is not the first time the sup­
porters of the two candidates are clash-

ing,and urged the se&irityteam to inves­
tigate the matteI: 

"Supporters and candidates shouldfol­
lowthe gUidelines given to them, and we 
ask the police to handle any acts of crim­
inality,"hesaid. 
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BY RAJABMUKOMBOZI 

MBARARA. Child experts 
have warned parents against 
neglecting their children, say­
ing this has pushed some young 
people into risky habits, includ­
ing drug and substance abuse. 

Speaking during the launch of 
a community sensitisation drive 
on the dangers of alcohol abuse 
among students last Friday; Ms 
Macklean Tumuhimbise, the 
manager of Freed Hearts Reha­
bilitation Centre in Ruti,Mbarara 
Ci~expressed concern about the 
future of the youth if serious in­
terventions are noti.ntroduced. 

"Parents have become so busy 
and hav:e no time for their chil­
dren. They trust them with too 
much money; and this money 
starts controlling them. When 
you tell a parent that'you are the 
source of the problem,'he or she 
begins telling you, 'but I gave my 
child everything.'They do not un­
derstand that it is not the mate­
rial things a child needs but the 
love, parental bonding and at­
tachment,"she said. 

She said over the pastfive years, 
they have rehabilitated more 
than 100 young people strug­
gling with excessive drinking, 
and described ¢e growing num­
ber of youth caught up in drug 
use as a disastel: 

Mr Justus Musoke,acounselling 
psychologist at St Francis Coun­
sellorTraining Institute in Nyam­
itanga, Mbarara City South, said 
many children today feel discon­
nectedfrom their parents: 
"P~nts ~.paVhif~Ore'at: 

feftti~<rl\8 tifelH%Ii m . 

Experts blame youth drug 
abuse on parental neglect 
ISSUE 

According to the 2024 
National Census report 
by the Uganda Bureau of 
Statistics (Ubos), about 
12 percent (an estimated 
0.0 million Ugandans) 
aged 10 and above, are li­
kely facing mental health 
chall~nges. 

inherent needs of children to 
be safe and secure. They give fi· 
nancial resources or objects to 
mean care and as such, they get 
detached from them. They end 
up hooked to worlcny things, in­
cluding drugs," he said in an in­
terview last Frida¥ 

He said many children who 
grow up feeling distant from 
their parents start searching 
for answers about who they are 
and where they belong. When 
they don't get proper guidance, 
they easily fall into risky behav­
iours such as drug abuse, early 
marriages and dropping out of 
school 

Mr Musoke added that on a nor­
mal ~out of 10 clients he han­
dles,sixareyoungpeople. 

The head teacher of Mbarara 
Junior School. Mr Nathan Mu­
gume, said: "Th~ 1f>lem with 
p1lrents these days.is that they 

~ assume it is money that is need­
, ed for a child to live better. They 

spend little time with them. 
~ Some students come from hol-
o idays where their behaviour is 

wanting· because parents don't 
spend time to love, counsel and 
guide them." 

The Bishop of Ankole Dio­
cese, Rt Rev Sheldon Mwesig­
wa, warned parents that simply 
sending children to school does 
not guarantee success in life, es­
pecially today when social evils 
are on the rise. 
"The greatest test on earth is 

not how much you're educated. 
We have seen the most brainy; 
educated drown in booze (alco-
hol), and sexual promiscuity and 
live meaningless lives.Don't wait 
to regret, sit with your children, 
counsel and guide them, teach 
them life skills,"he said. 

Dr Chris Kigezo, an addiction 
treatment and rehabilitation ex­
pert, also the director of Freed­
Hearts Uganda, said if nothing 
is done to curb drug abuse, the 
country could face an even big-
ger crisis of wasted young gener­
ations by 2035. 

"Let us borrow a leaffrom Ken­
ya and create an authority to 
deal with drug abuse. The gov­
ernment should have a central­
iaed authority to work with pri­
vate pla~ to address the chal­
lenge of drug abuse,"he said. 

The conflict took a sharp turn after 
the reported attack on Mr Evan Nyanda, 
who is Mr Anyama's secretary. 

Mr Anyama said Nyanda was alleged­
ly ambushed by "trained supporters" of 
his rival. He claimed his secretary was 

WHAT El.ECTORAL 
COMMlS ION SAY 

The District Retuming Officer, 
Ms Eunice Christine Akao, cau­
tioned all candidates to strictly 
adhere to the established cam­
paign programme and ensure 
discipline among their followers. 

"Some candidates have not 
been following the hannonised 
campaign programme, and the 
clashes among supporters are 
unfortunate_ Candidates and 
supporter must desist from fi­
ghts and insults; she said. 

trailed by a vehicle before bo.ing blocked, 
pulled out ofhis caI;and attacked with a 
machete (panga). 

Nyanda sustained severe head injuries-­
and was taken to Gulu Regional Referral 
Hospital. 

However, Mr Anyanzo dismissed the 
allegations as false and said they are in­
tended to tarnish his image. He said 
Nyanda was involved in an accident,not 
a politically motivated attack. 
"The allegations that he was cut with 

a panga are lies and malicious. My team 
has been peaceful, and they will contin­
ue to be peaceful,"he said. 

He also accused Mr Anyama's support­
ers of recklessly riding a motorcycle in­
to his convoy;injuring a woman and trig­
geringtheincident -

Mr Justin Mawadri, a hotel managa;Ie­
ported multiple attacks on his premises .. 

"At around 8pm, a group of support­
ers came and started throwing stones 
at the hotel Customers had to run for -
their lives. This was the third time they 
attacked,"Mr Mawadri said. 


