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The UN country team in Uganda 
also held a.retreat to discuss 
internal reforms and better 

::._· alignment with national priorities 
as part of the system-wide UN80 
initiative to enhance effectiveness 
and accountability .. 

Uganda has been a member 
state since October 25, 
1962, shortly after gaining 
independence, and has since 
played an active role in the 
organisation. UN agencies 
like Unicef, United Nations 
.Development Programme, World 
Food Programme and United 
Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees provide significant 
humanitarian and development 
funding and support, particularly 
in health services, refugee 

--assistance, and climate-smart 
agriculture. 

BACKGROUND 
For eight decades and count ing, 
the UN has worked to help 
countries end the horrors of 
conflict and forge sustainable 
peace. The UN, which stands 
up for justice and respect 
for human rights, also 
documents human rights ' 

~ 'violations worldwide. 
It advocates robust 

human rights protections, 
promotes compUance with 

UGANDA MAKES 
-PROGRESS ON SDGS 

UM80 INITIATIV~£ _ 
In March 2025, the UN Cecretary-general, Antonio Guterres, launched the 
UNBO Initiative to transform how the UN works - identifying effi.clencies, 
reviewing how mandates are Implemented and examining potential structural 
changes and programme realignment within the UN system. 

The UN currently deploys tens of thousands of peacekeepers across 11 
operations to help countries navigate the difficult path from 

conflict to peace. It has facilitated the adoption of 
nearly 30 disarmament treaties and ensured the 

destruction of over 55 million landmlnes. 

international laws a'nd standards, 
and supports governments in 
their reform efforts through work 
in over 90 countries. 

In his message commemorating 
80 years, the UN secretary­
general, Ant6nio Guterres, said 
for the last eight decades, people 
from al lover the world have 
placed their trust in the UN to 
save them from the scourge of 
war. 

"The privilege to sit a~ this 
table cjrries a duty, above all, to 
honour the faith of those people, 
and to channel the resources 

so often spent on war, to 

the causes of development and 
peace," he said. 

This idea resonates with the 
iconic message linked to the UN, 

, inscribed on the Isaiah Wall in 
Ralph Bunche Park, New York City, 
a quote from the Book of Isaiah: 
"They shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore." 

Similarly, a bronze sculpture 
titled Let Us Beat Swords into 
Ploughshares, depicting a man 
hammering a sword into a 
plowshare, was gifted to the UN 
by the Soviet Union in 1959 and is 
located on the UN grounds. 

LONG WALK TO PEACE 
The UN was founded in 1945 after 
World War II to prevent future 
conflicts, with the UN Charter 
signed in San Francisco by 50 
nations on June 26, 1945. 

It officially came into ex istence 
on October 24, 1945, after the 
charter was rat if ied by the 
majority of signatories, including 

UNeso 
the f ive permanent members 
of the Security Council (China, 
France, the Soviet Union, the UK 
and US). 

The organisation replaced the 
failed League of Nations and 
has since expanded its role to 
include protecting human rights, 
delivering humanitarian aid, and 
promot ing international law and 
sustainable development. 

CHALLENGES 
The UN faces a long list of 
challenges. These include the 
climate crisis, inequalities among 
people and rising poverty rates. 
To add to this list is terrorism 
and the nuclear threats, artificial 
intelligence, which has become 
ubiquitous, rushing ahead of 
regulation. 

The UN members are also 
faced with an insurmountable 
cha llenge of meet ing the SDGs 
and propelling the commitments 
contained in the UN75 
Declaration. 

Guided by the secretary­
general 's "Our Common Agenda" 
report, which calls for stronger 
global governance, multilateral 
co-operation, and institutional 
reforms, the UN.2.0 process is a 
modernisation init iative aimed at 
transforming the UN to be more 
agile, data-driven, and digital ly 
innovative, aligning with 21st­
century challenges. 
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