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A total'of 46,385 pris­
oners in this age brack­
et are behind bars. -

BY JANE NAFULA 

M
ore than half ofUganda's prison 
population consists of young 
people, a trend experts say re­
flects deepening social and eco­

nomic vulnerabilities among the COllll­

try's youth. 
Quoting the latest prison statistics, 

Mr Milton Tiyo, the Assistant Commis­
sioner General of Prisons, revealed that 
as of November 25, youth aged 18 to 30 

. made up 58.3 percent of the 79,563 in­
mates. . 

"As of yesterday (November 25), I 
locked up 79,563 prisoners, of which 
46,385 are youth, of which 44,112 are 
males,and 2,273 are females,"he said in 
Kampala on Wednesday. 

Mr Tiyo said 46,385 prisoners in this 
. age bracket are behind bars-44,112 
males and 2,273 females. Of these, 
24,028· are convicts, 22,302 are on re­
mand, while 56 are detained as debtors. 

Capital offences dominate 
According to Mr TIyo, 20,342 youth are 

incarcerated for capital offences. These 
include: aggravated defilement {6,827 
cases), murder (5,518), aggravated rob­
bery (4,878), rape (2,361), trafficking of 
children (619), kidnap with intent to 
murder (54 ), terrorism-related offenc­
es (34), aggravated homosexuality (19), 
treachery (30 ), and treason (2 ). 

For non-capital offences, theft, qreak­
ins, and burglary lead with 5,399 youth 
as convicts and 4,934 on remand. 

Cattle theft follows with 1,014 con­
viets and 1,985 on remand, while 
non-aggravated defilement accounts 
for 958 convicts and 1,729 remand cas­
es. 

Otller offences include firearms re­
lated offences( 666), causing grievous 
harm(937), stealing vehicles (1,082),qtt­
tie rustling (390), threatening violence 
(818), attempted murder (551) robQery 
(843), malicious damage (575), man­
slaughter(266), escape (233), Nation­
al Drug Authority-related cases,(412), 
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Members of Parliament during a visit to Luzira prison in 2016lThe prison authorities have reported of congestion at 
the facility over the years. PHOTOjFI LE 

trafficking in persons (310), arson (320), 
wildlife-related offences (228), criminal 
trespass (348),false presence (283), cor­
ruption, fraud, forgery and embezzle­
ment (125)~possession of suspected sto­
len property(233). 
In a related development, a new re­

port dubbed 'A Youth and Juvenile Of­
fending in Uganda' compiled by Ugan­
da Youth Development Link(UYDEL) 
in partnership with the United Nations 
Offic~ on Drugs and Crime shows that 
theft remains the most prevalent of­
fence among youth between 2017 and 
2024. 

Further in the report presented by 
UYDEL Executive Director Rogers Kasi­
rye, the number of youth charged with 
theft increased from 7,822 in 2017 to 
12,548 in 2023, before falling to 4,084 
in 2024. 

Juvenile crime trends similarly re­
flect a dominance of theft and sex-re­
lated offences. 
Betwee~ 2017 and 2024, juveniles 

committed 4,563 crimes, of which 
2,153 were thefts, 971 were sex-relat­
ed offences, 583 were break-ins, 319 as­
saults, 119 robberies, and 817were mis­
cellaneous offences 

The report notes that break-ins, as­
saults, and robberies show a "fluctuat­
ing but steady presence". 

Systemic weaknesses 
Findings show a persistent gap be­

tween charges and convictions,point­
ing to challenges across Uganda's jus­
tice chain-from investigations to 
prosecution. For instance, theft convic­
tions dropped to 4,084 in 2024, com­
pared to 28,000 charges filed. 

Sex-related and child-related offenc­
es showed particularly low conviction 
rates, rarely exceeding 30 percent of 

79,563 
Numbers. As of November 25, the 
number of prisoners was 79,563, of 
which 46,385 are you~h. 

charges. Drug-related convictions'rose 
sigRificantly in 2023, reaching 1,681 cas­
es. 

"The mismatch between charges and 
convictions underscores systemic chal­
lenges in Uganda's criminal justice, pro­
cess," the report states, calling for im­
proved investigations, better coordina­
tion,and enhanced restorative justice. 

Rising offences 
The report highlights a surge in narcot­

ics-related charges, particularly affecting 
male youth. Male drug-related cases rose 
from 2,132in 2017 to 5,509 in 2024. 

Mr Kasirye warned that youth crime in 
Uganda is escalating amid risingjuvenile 
delinquency, capital offences, and threats 
of violent extremism. 

"These trends show underlying so­
cio-economic challenges-poverty, un­
employment, limited access to educa­
tion, and weak family support systems," 
he said. "Current interventions are com­
mendable but insufficient without 
stronger investment in youth empower­
ment,mental health,andjustice reform." 

Ms Sharon Lesa Nyambe, the head of 
UNODC Uganda, stressed that address­
ing you~ crime must be at the centre 
of national planning in a country where 
three-quarters of the population is un-
der35. ' 
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BY SHABIBAH NAKIRIGYA 

KAMPALA. Kampala Capital City Au­
thority (KCCA) has renewed its commit­
ment to formally embedding air-pollu­
tion management across all city sectors, 
drawing on new technical exchang­
es with the Dhaka North City Corpo­
ration (DNCC) to accelerate long-term 
air-quality governance. 

The announcement came during a 
Kampala-Dhaka city-to-city learning 
engagement held yesterday in Kampa­
la. 

Senior officials from both capitals 
shared insights on confronting pol­
lution in fast-growing urban environ­
ments, where rising populations and 
expanding informal economies contin­
ue to strain public-health systems. 

KCCA Executive Director Sharifah 
Buzeki said Kampala's population dy­
namics make clean air an urgent prior­
ity. 

Although 1. 7 million ~sidents sleep 
in the city, daytime numbers swell to 
nearly 3 million as commuters, traders, 
and travellers move in and out"of the 
capital. 

"With millions living, working, and 
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Kampala leaders step up efforts to improve air quality 
passing through Kampala daily, we 
must treat air quality as a central pillar 

. of public health and urban planning, 
not an optional activity,"she said. 

Ms Buzeki reported that Kampala's 
annual PM2.5 concentrations fall be­
tween 30 and. 60 microgr3ms per cubic 
metre, far above the World Health Or­
ganisation's recommended 5-15 micro­
grams. 

"We cannot console ourselves by com­
paring with cities that have worse pol­
lution; our focUs must be on what Kam­
pala can do-using the knowledge and 
partnerships available-to protect our 
people,"she added. 

Ms Buzeki said many pollution sourc­
es stem from everyday practices such as 
cooking using wood, open waste burn­
ing, and poor vehicle maintenance. 

"Some of these harmful activities are 
not intentional; people simply do not 
know;·but ignorance cannot continue 
taking lives. Institutionalising air man­
agement will give us the systems, err­
forcement, and public awareness this 
city urgently needs,"she said. 
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, Resolve. "Some of 
these harmful activi­
ties a,.e not intentional; 

people simply do not 
know; but ignorance cannot conti­
nue taking lives. Institutionalising 
air management will give us the 
systems, enforcement, and public 
awareness this city urgently needs," 
Sharlfah Buzekl, KCCA Executive 
Director 

Representing the Lord Mayor, Nakawa 
A Woman Lord Councillor Olive Nama­
zi echoed the call to integrate air-qual­
ity considerations into every KCCA de­
partment. 

"Ifwe are truly serious about building 
a healthy, modern city, air qualitymust 
be mainstreamed into transport, ed­
ucation, infrastructure, public health, 
waste management, and enforcement," 
she said. 

Ms Namazi added that institutional­
isation requires more than policy dec­
larations. 
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"A city like Kampala cannot pepend 
on pilot projects or temporary inter­
ventions," she said. "We need a legally 
backed framework, dedicated fimding, 
and routine assessment to guide our ac­
tions for the next 10,20, -even 30 years. 
That is the level of commitment air 
quality demands." 

She revealed that KCCA is preparing 
to publish an annual State of the Air Re­
port to provide transparent updates on 
pollution levels. 

"Kampala residents deserve to know 
the truth about the air they breathe. 
Transparency is the first stell toward 
collective action,"she said. 

Leading the DNCC delegation, Super­
intending Engineer Abdul Hashat said 
both Kampala and Dhaka face similar 
pollution pressures from heavy traffic 
and construction dust to reliance on bi­
omass fuels and informal waste prac­
tices, making the knowledge exchange 
highly relevant. 

"KCCA openly shared their achieve­
ments, challenges, and future plans; 
their honesty and determination made 
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Kampala an excellent choice for an in­
ternationallearning exchange,"he said. 

Mr Hashat highlighted Kampala's 're­
al-time traffic control centre as a stanp.-
out innovation. 

"Traffic management is one of the 
quickest ways to reduce emissions; 
Kampala's real-time system provided 
lessons DNCC can adapt to improve our 
transport corridors,"he added. 

The Bangladeshi delegation also met 
Community Champion Volunteers 
who are promoting clean-air practic­
es at household and community lev­
els, and visited the National Air Quality 
Management (NAQM) authority for in­
sights into Uganda's structured nation­
al framework. 

"The organisation and coorqination 
we observed in Uganda offer practical 
approaches we can take back to Dhaka," 
Mr Hashat said. 

"Many of Kampala's systems will di­
rectly strengthen our city's own institu­
tional planning,"he added. 
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