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Triple crown: sebatindira 
makes TT history in Jinja 
Teen ntan. Nearly a week after the 
dust settled, the Jinja Open Table Tennis 
Championship continues to reverberate ~ 
for the rise of10-year-old prodigy Se- . 
batindira, whose triple-title sweep has 
rewritten the tournament's history books. 
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Ride Into The Semifinals. Cubs players join right back 
Shakur Ngobi to celebrate his goal. PHOTO/COURTESY 

01 Ul3: Patience Anyango __ 

Boys \119: Joseph Sebatindira 

GIdUl19: Parvin Nangozi 

c~ MemKarl Kic=on""c=o __ 

~~~WonMn:Esther __ 

Amoding 

Women~l'atra Nansirumbi 

& Patience Anyango 

M.!!.n Q9ubIes: Joseph Sebatindira 

& Joshua Magaya 

"Him winning U-13, U19 and 
Men's titles in the same tourna­
ment - it has never happened 
here before," Mutabazi said. 
"This boy is different. His hun­
geris unmatched." 

Total dominance 
And" to add another layer to 

Sebatindira's triumph, this feat 
came immediately after his no­
show abroad. To say the least, his 
response was world-class. 

Kingston demands t~­

more ahead of push 
for Afcon 2026 berth 

.. 

bmd Doubles: 
Joshua Magaya & Parvin Nangozi 

Women~mimah 
Nakawala 

Men~: Jose hSebatindira 

R~tan: Men - (3isub,=izo,,--_ 

Prince (Rwanda)' Women - Patra 

Nansirvmbi <Uganda) 

BY INNOCENT NDAWULA 

S
ix days on from the vibrant 
close of the sixth DStar 
Foundation-organised 
Mandela Group of Com­

panies-powered Jinja Open Ta­
ble Tennis Championships at 
St Andrew's Church Hall in Jin­
ja, the lingering discussion re­
mains the same: the unstoppa­
ble surge of lo-year-old global 
superstar Joseph Sebatindira, 
who not only dominated his age 
categories but also stunned sea­
soned seniors to claim a historic 
triple crown. 

Sebatindira's historic triple 
sweep was built on emphatic 
winning margins that under­
lined both precision and matu­
rity beyond his age. In the Boys 
U-13 final, he barely broke a 
sweat as he eased past Ali Kalisa 
1114,1114, 1115 for a command­
ing 3-0 victory. He maintained 
the same authority in the U-19 
final, outlasting long-time rival 
Joshua Magaya 11/ 9, 1117, 11/7 
with a composed blend of pa­
tience and explosiveness. 

In the Men's Singles final, his 
toughest of the three assign­
ments, Sebatindira overcame a 
slow start-losing the opening 
game 9-11- before flipping the 
match on its head with a breath­
taking surge of 1111, 1115, 1113, 
sealing the title 3-1 and etching 
his name in Jinja Open folklore. 

Women's charge 
The women's draw produced 

One Man Show. Sebatindira (R),s triple crown lit up Jinja as the 
Mandela Group-powered sixth edition delivered records and regional 
shocks. PHOTO/COURTESY- DSTAR FOUNDATION 

its own flurry of standout per- through the Girls U-13 category 
formances, lea by Jem- without dropping a game. 

Rwandan surprise 

BY FRED MWAMBU 

KAMPALA. Uganda's march to­
ward the 2026 Africa Cup of Na­
tions took another decisive step on 
Wednesday night after the CUbs 
thrashed Djibouti 6-0 to confirm 
their place in the semifinals of the 
2025 Cecafa U17 Championship. 

But even with qualification now 
just one win away, head coach Layrea 
Kingston warned that his side is still 
far from where he wants them to be. 

Qualification to the last four had 
already been secured before kick­
off AS Sudan's 1-0 win over Burun­
di left both sides level on six points 
but Uganda's superior goal difference 
(+12) ensured progress. Still,Kingston 
wanted a reaction, and he got it, even­
tually. Djibouti sat deep early and de­
nied Uganda space between the lines, 
forcing the ~s into a patj.ent build­
up. Uganda won 6-{). 

06 
2026AFCONI 
WORLD CUP 
U-V. CECAFA 
QUALIAERS -
ETHIOPIA 
UGANDA 
CUBS GROUP 
RESULTS 
Burundi 0 -4 
Uganda 

Sudan 0 -9 
. Uganda ' 

Uganda 1 ~2 
Tanzania 

Uganda 6 -0 
Djibouti 

~ 
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Sebatindira - ranked 
World NO.1 in the 
U-ll division -
swept the Boys 
U-13 , Boys U-19, 
and Men's,Singles 
titles, the first tUne 

..... imah Nakawala, who The doubles action added further 
reclaimed the Wom- sparkle as Nansinunbi & Anyango 

en's Singles crown clinched the Women's Doubles, Se­
aft~r a gritty 3-1 batindira paired with Magaya to 
win over Patra take the Men's Doubles, and Magaya 45U 

The other major plot twist came 
from Rwanda's Gisubizo Prince, 
who eliminated defending men's 
champion Sam Ankunda Mbabazi 
3-1 in the Round of 32, injecting a 
regional flavour and edge the tour­
nament has'been striving toward. 

But Kingston's tone after the win re­
fleeted a coach still demanding high­
er standards. 

"They tried to frustrate us by sitting 
back,"he said."We tried to find spaces 
but every time we played the line we 
were caught offside. We remained pa­
tient,'Yes, but my players have to un­
derstand the importance of the right 
attitude in every game. I wasn't very 
happy with how we handled ie 

SE ANALS­
' NOVE BER30 
Ethiopia vs. 
Uganda 

RECORDED 
ENTRIES 

Nansirumbi &,Nangozi combined effectively to 
marked by a dra- win the Mixed Doubles. 

matic 18-16 third The corporate titles went to Karl 
game. Kiconco and Amoding Esther, while 

Tanzania vs. 
Kenya 

in the tournament's 
history that one ath­
lete has clinched three 
crowns at a single edition. 

Coach Dan Mutabazi,speaking 
after the event, could hardly be-

In the junior ranks, Rwanda's Prince Gisubizo and 
Parvin Nangozi edgedNak- Uganda's Nansirumbi walked away 

awala to take the Girls U-19 title, with the prestigious Rising Stars ac­
while Patience Anyango swept ' colades. 

- "Gisubizo beating the champi­
on early on showed how high the 
standards have risen," Mutabazi 
added. This year's event drew over 
450 entries, including players from 
Ethiopia, Rwanda,Kenya, and sever­
al Europe-based athletes. 

Uganda now turns its attention to 
hosts Ethiopia in Sunday's semifi­
nal a straight shootout for an Afcon 
berth. Ethiopia (10) topped Group A. 
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_BY A_BDU_L NAS_SER_SSE_MUG_ABI ' Africana eager to recoup tug of war title 
Dummen Orange 2-0 NSSF 
Centenary 2-0 Platinum Credit 
Africana 2·0 Eq!,lity 
URA 2-0 UETCL 
Roofings ';:;-0 Vision Group 
Dfcu -,UCAA 

DTB G CSGA 

KAMPALA-'As teams put in the shift 
for the 11th and final outing of the 2025 
Astra Corporate Sports Network this 
weekend,Hotel Africana is'confident of 

recouping its glory in tug-of-war. 
During the 10th outing at Jeph Inter­

national University, the former cam­
pus of Gems Cambridge Internation­
al School, on October 26, the hoteliers 
won both their matches-2-Q against 
Equity Bank and 2-0 against URA 
boosting their chances of reclaiming 
the title they believe belongs to them. 

"We are the masters of this game 
though last year Centenary over­
threw us. But this year rm 100 per­
cent sure we must recapture our glo-

ry," John Opio, the team captain, told 
Daily Monitor. 

"We are very determined, we have 
been training intensely and regularly. 

Opio, a pastry chef at Africana, ad­
mits that Stanbic Bank and defend­
ing champions Centenary Bank are 
the toughest challengers. "But we 
must prove that we are the best in this 
game.DTB is not bad but they cannot 
beat us." 

Stanbic Bank did not show up on 
day on e but the organisers are sure 

they will compete this weekend. That 
may also be Africana's advantage be­
cause Stanbic will play more duels on 
the decisive day. 

TaJkingtactics 
Opio said Africana's natural advan­

tage is weight. "In tug of war, power 
is important but weight is more im­
portant.» At 92kg, Opio said he is the 
lightest on his team. Others like Sylvia 
Mirembe,Said Salim, are in the region 
of llOkg, withthe heaviest at 155kg. 

Tactically, Opio said the lightest is 
better placed in front, while Ronald 
Kakonge, the heaviest at the extreme 
back. 

The pullers must stand side-by-side 
to balance power and weight. "Other­
wise, you may fall and that's almost a 
loss." 

While some teams do not want to risk ~ 
pulling without gloves,Africana avoids 
the gloves. "Once you lose the grip, it's 
easy to regain it with bare hands but 
with gloves it's very hard." 

Shoes also matter."However heavy or 
powerful you are, if your shoes have a 
slippery sole, you can't compete," said 
Opio, who boasts a l o-year experience. , 
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