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Editorial 

QUOTE OF 
THE DAY -

Pfesikh.mial calldkhkte M!IISiSha "lUIme "Change is to take you forward, Gen Museveni can no longer 
take you forward because fighting corruption and arresting the corrupt won't be possible because they are the very people 
who support him," 

> ~OlTORIAl > _ > _ -

Provide sunscreen 
lotion for persons 
with albinism 

T
his week, the Ministry of Health, in a meeting qrganised 
by persons living with albinism, indicated that plans are 
underWay to review guidelines to ensure free access to 
sunscreen lotion, which is essential in preventing ram­

pant skin cancer among these persons. 
Whereas this raises hope, the promiSe has been made multi­

ple times over the years without accompanying action. More 
than 20,000 Ugandans are living with albinism. 

Mr Peter Ogik of the Source of the Nile Union of Persons with 
Albinism (SNUPA) said they have lost about 10 members due 
to skin cancer, and that another 24 require cancer treatment. 
Currently, access to the lotion islargely through donations,a 

model Ogik says is risky given declining donor support. Many 

The Issue: 
~w. 

. Our view: 

who cannot access the lotion and yet 
lack money to buy from private pharma­
cies, have to face the wrath of skin dam­
age induced by exposure to the sun and 
eventual skin canCel: 

People with.albinism do not have mel­
. anin, which protects the skin from dam­
age to the skin caused by the sun. 

~~... Information from persons with albi-
"ld, nism indicates that in pharmacies, one 

~ \~ may buy sunscreen lotion at somewhere 
between ShsSO,OOO and Shs200,000 for a 

~ 1tlh~ 300m! bottle. Many are unable to affiord 
~ ~ this because they face many forms of dis-
c.f~ crimination that hinder them from edu-
w~ ~ catiqn and being engaged in productive 
00 h ~ economic activities. 
(()Ji'.~~ But in the meeting in Kampala, which 
IDSliJf'l~!(~t!~ Daily Monitorreported on November 17, 
Imti~b. the ~promised to address the is-

~t:img~ su;he Commissioner for Communi­
~~ ty Health in the Ministry of Health, Dr 
George Upenytho, said the government has started plans to 
review clinical guidelines to include sunscreen skin lotion for 
persons livingwith albinism so that they are procured and ac­
cessed. 

He-said when this is done, the procurement can be done, de­
pending on the needs, through the National Medical Stores. 
This is a good gesture, but it should be followed by desired ac­
tions to save the members from preventable conditions like 
caricer and blindness. 

But not an is gloomy. Dr Upenytho also said there are pro­
grammes already running within the national health pro­
graI1lme under the Uganda Cancer Institute, which look at the 
screening of various forms of cancer. 

- He said the government is also distributing green glass­
es that can be offered at community and village levels usmg 
screening and identification of these conditions by communi­
ty health wolkers,including VHTs. 

As the government takes such actions, they should not close 
theiI: ears to the endless cries of persons with albinism on the 
need for free access to sunscreen lotions for preventing skin 
canCel: Prevention is better than cure. 

.............. l1li110 
Wepled~:-

• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensat ion beyond that 

provided by MonItor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
-Qur news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cariooa. Police staged several roadblocks to stop NUP presiden~ial candidate Bobi Wine and his supporters 
from reaching his campaign venue in Kayunga and Buikwe districts. 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 111111111111111111111111111111111 111 111 111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11 111 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11 11111111 11111111111111 11111111111111111111111111111 11 

How to sustain Uganda's growth 

I 
have listened to discussions and read arti­
cles on economic growth during this politi­
cal season. I'm compelled to write this arti­
cle to explain how countries grow and ulti­

mately develop.I}Yill also answer'wbose GDP 
growth?' and state what more can be dgne to 
further grow our economy. 

Economic growth, whose main measure is 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP),is theincrease 
in the productive capacity, or potential out­
put, of the entire economy of a country. The 
ingredients of economic growth are capital 
(earning interest),labour (wages and salaries), 
entrepreneurial (or enterprise) earning prof­
it,·and sometimes land (where they have it) 
earning rent. 

Based on GDP and other measures of the 
economy,I wish to state that Uganda is grow­
ing and should be supported by citizens, in­
vestors (domestic and foreign),academia,me­
dia and others. 

It is true that in 1986, her total output of the 
economy was estimated at around $3.9 bil­
lion.It has now exceeded $60b as of June 2025 
and is targeting $soob by 2040. 

Given our history and our location geo­
graphically, with moSt countries suffering a 
peace and stability deficit .all around us, the 
growth rate has been impressive. Uganda has 
maintained a growfurate above 6 percent for 
several decades. 

Sourceoffunds 
For the private sector, sources of funds in­

clude own money, support from friends and 
family, selling shares on the stock exchange, 
loans from banks, and sometimes govern-
ment support. . 

What are the government's sources of funds 
to run the country? Sources include taxes,lev­
ies,government investments,sometimes gov­
ernment or its agencies undertake consul-

tancy for other countries or agencies, consu­
lar fees, private sector investments (DD! and 
FDI),exports,grants,and loans. 

Let me state that all countries are always 
seeking investors for their courttries. Coun­
tries are competing for investors all the time. 
US President Donald Trump is traversing the 
globe, wooing investors. 

A government has created an enabling en­
vironment, and finns have invested; it is ex­
pected that they pay taxes, create jobs, bring 
in technology and sometimes corporate so­
cial responsibility, and expand and widen 
the export base to bring in more foreign ex­
change. 

No government can force an investor on 
how to enjoy profits and where they should 
enjoy them. Moral suasion will be required 
to have investors re-use their money in re-in­
vesting in this country. 

What more can be done to continue sus­
tained growth for Uganda? 

• A leadership that keeps ensures peace and 
stability is paramount. . 

• We need to continue with maintained se­
curity to avoid joining our neighbours in 
the peace deficit. The economy cannot grow 

without security for people and their proper­
ty.Money hates noise.It will move away when 
noise escalates. 

• Continue efforts in critical infrastructure 
and power development (roads, power, rail­
ways, water, etc.,). 

• There is need to continue ourmembership 
in regional integration for peace and maIkets. 
Let us understand that as a coUntry our mar­
ket is not enough maIket, more markets con- -
tinue to be gained by our membership in the 
EAC,COMESA,and recently AfCTA. 

• Role of the state and the private sector. 
The government has cautiously undertak­
en operations of organisations with govern­
ment shares to push the private sector devel­
opment; with the private sector supported to 
become competitive. 

• Market-friendly policies should continue 
to spur private sector competitiveness by pro­
moting competition, standards, exports, in­
vestments, tourism,ICf, among others. 

• Continue investment promotion and tacil­
itation has enhanced the size and quantity of 
industries and business domestically and for 
exports. Uganda is ranked by some countries 
as one of the best investment destinations. 

• Export promotion and tourism promotion 
as marketing pivots for the country should 
continue. 

- • Continued economic and commercial di­
plomacy efforts by our missions in different 
parts of the world is important for invest­
ments, exports, tourism, and diaspora remit-
tances. .," 

WIShing you peaceful campaignS and elec­
tions. I have already voted for peace and sta­
bility. 

The writer is an economist and author. 
www.twineyo.com 
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