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OGWANG SAID HIS BOOK DOES NOT INTEND TO REWRITE HISTORY 

Ugandanslshould not take for 
grant the steady peaceful 
journey of transformation 
~t the National Resistance 
Movement (NRM) Government 
has achieved in the last 40 
years, Brig. Gen. Paddy 
Ankunda has warned. 

Ankunda, the assistant 

DON'T TAKE 40 YEARS OF PEACE 
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Charles Elem Ogwal, the 
former Deputy Director ~ 
of Public Prosecutions, 
who mentored Ogwang 
at the time he was 
working as a public 
prosecutor, described 

chief of defence intelligence 
and security in charge of 
defence engagement and 
international affairs, said this 
while representing the Chief of 
Defence Forces, Gen. Muhoozi 
Kainerugaba,' during the launch 
of Ambassador Dickson Okul 
Ogwang's book at the Kampala 
Serena Hotel on Friday. 

Ogwang's booked, titled 
Uganda Since 1986 - The Socio­
Ecenomic Transformation 
Journey, Through the Eyes 
of a Foreign Service Officer, 
is • a powerful reflection on 
Uganda's socio-economic 
transformation, told through 
the lens of. a seasoned foreign 
service officer. 

Ankunda said the 
transformation of Uganda since 
I986 has been a long story. - ' 

him as a naturally gifted 
individual. 

The former permanent 
secretary at the 
Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Patrick Mugoya, 
said: "Ogwang was very 
efficient and is one 
of the most effective 
diplomats we have had." 

formed the backbone of this 
remarkable recovery. 

Ogwang said coffee was 
liberalised and suddenly the 
farmer, who once polished 
his coffee beans like treasure, 
could finally earn from them 
again - truly a shift from stone 
to gold. 

"I will not attempt to go 
through it. But 40 years of peace 
and trahquillity has enabled 
our country to achieve certain 
milestones for transformation., 
Those of you who are old will 
remember that between I962 
and I986, our country had six 
presidents. That we can get an 
uninterrupted steady journey 
of transformation for 40 years, 
is something we should not 
take for granted," he said. 

Ankunda (In UPDF uniform) and Ogwang (centre, in black suit) are joined by friends and relatives to cut cake at the 
launch of his (Ogwang's) book on Uganda's socio-economic transformation at the Kampala Serena Hotel on Friday 

"As we moved into the era 
of sustained growth and 
social investment, Uganda 
became one of Africa's fastest­
growing economies, and the 
introduction of Universal 
Primary Education in I997 
became the greatest educational 
revolution since independenc~ 
Overnight, every child had 
permission to run to school, 
some even running past the 
school because of excitement," 
the ambassador said. Ankunda said there were 

a number of insurgencies 
that attempted to disrupt 
the country, but the Uganda 
People's Defence Forces 
(DPDF) ably defeated them. 

been actively engaging in 
peacekeeping IDlSSlOns in 
several African countries 
because it is a reliable army. 

"This has also underlined 
the transformation story of this 
country." _ 

In his speech, Ogwang said 
the journey of transformation 
The country is celebrating today 
was not an accident. 

If Uganda were a vehicle, by 
1985 tile fuel .. was etnpIy, 
the engine was smoking and 
the tyr,s were borrowed. 

person later introduced the 
symbol of the mighty NRM 
bus. Uganda needed a full 
bus, a new driver and a fresh 
route map, And when the man 
with the hat [President Yoweri 
Musevenil said, 'Let us drive 
forward', we went, and this 
time, on a bus with real tyres!" 
he said. 

He said his book does not 
ignore the achievements of 
earlier governments, nor does 
it attempt to rewrite history, 
but acknowledges 1986 as a 
watershed moment. He said the UPDF has 

"It was a result of deliberate, 
courageous and strategic 
leadership. And, yes, if Uganda 

were a vehicle, by I985 the fuel 
tank was empty, the engine 
was smoking and the tyres 

were borrowed. Then in I986, 
someone finally found the 
keys and no worrder that same 

Ogwang paid tribute to 
Museveni, whose foresight and 
commitment to peace, stability 
and bold economic reforms 
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iYoung people should embrace 

'sciplipe and a transformed mindset 
if the country is to achieve national 
development, the national co­
prdinator of the ,National Secretariat 
for Patriotism Clubs (NSPC) , Hellen 
Seku, has said. 

While delivering a lecture to 9I5 
patriotism trainees at Nyakasura 
School in Fort Portal city on Saturday, 
Seku reminded the young patriots that 
knowledge, discipline and a strong 
value system form the backbone of 
national development. 

The ·session was part of a joint 
patriotism training' involving 
Nyakasura School and Bukuuku 
Community Secondary School. The 
training is aimed at equipping learners 
with ideological clarity, self-discipline 
and a renewed commitment to national 
values. . 

Addressing the trainees, Seku 
emphasised tqe power of knowledge 

youth tipped on discipline as 915 students get patriotism training 
in shaping a progressive generation. 

"You . should love knowledge, 
Research and read good books 
outside your academic syllabus. Don't 
do cram work. Read to understand 
because in the 2ISt century, we should 
love knowledge, The more you love 
knowledge, the wiser you become," 
she said. 

Seku encouraged the trainees to be 
responsible not only for their education, 
but also for their surroundings, 

She wondered whether Fort Portal 
still holds its title as Uganda's cleanest 
city, and urged the youth to participate 
in community work. . 

"You patriots should clean hospitals, 
roads and markets to demonstrate mindset as young people. We should 
to the public what we are supposed not sleep like we are competing for a 
to be doing," 'she said, before urging certificate with the dead. When you 
students to reject laziness, are at home, w.ake up at 5:00am and 

Seku added: "We should change our take a shower before starting wprk. 
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Be women and men of substance, not 
circumstance," 

She stressed that the future belongs 
to those who are prepared, focused, 
and ideologically grounded. 

Seku revisited the effects of 
colonialism on Uganda's cultural and 
spiritual foundations. . 

Referring to Lord Macaulay's I935 
letter advocating the introduction of 
English in Africa, she argued that the 
language was used as a tool to weaken 
African identity and self-esteem, 

"Colonialists destroyed Uganda's 
consciousness, identity- and pride. 
Ugandans adopted foreign languages 
and names, abandOning their own," 
Seku said, 

She warned patriots to remain alert 
and prepared to defend the country 
from any form of renewed external 
exploitation, 
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"If colonialists return to' steal and 
destroy Uganda, patriots should be 
ready to crush them." 

Seku's lecture left the trainees 
energised as it reflected on their 
renewed commitment to patriotism, 
national duty, and cultural pride. 

Established in 2009 by President 
Yoweri Museveni, the National 
Patriotism Corps continues to roll out 
engagements across the country as part 
of its mission to build a disciplined and 
ideologically-conscious generation. 

Thousands of youth, especially in 
secondary schools, have undergone 
patriotism training since then, 
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