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Teen Okello shocks elite field 
to lift legendary Oduke trophy 
Prodigy. Fourteen-year-old ambidextrous sensation Samuel Okello delivered the performance of his 
young career as he dismantled some of Uganda's most celebrated national tennis team stars to win the 
week-long John Oduke Legendary Tennis Tournament at the Lugogq Tennis Complex at the weekend. 

BY INNOCENT NDAWULA 

IHE_JOHN orUJKE T~NNtL 
LEGENDARY TOURNAMENT 
Finals - Men's Singles ., 
Samuel Okello bt. Troy Zziwa 
6-1.>-6..;:..3_ _ 
Results - Semifinals 
Samuel Okello bt. David Oringa 
0-4~ 4>2. 13-11 
Troy ZZiwa bt. Davis Acire 
4-2.4;J 
Quarterfinals 

Davis Acire bt. Simon Ayella 
3-5.,J....3-18~t. ___ ~ 
Troy Zziwa: b . Prince Rutenta 
4-1..4.:...0 _ 
Men's Doubles Final 
S. Ayella & D. Oringa bt. T. Zziwa 
& Saidi Mawa 6-2.6-3 

I
t was a tournament meant to cele- : 
brate a legend, but by the end of the : 
week, all eyes were fixed on a new : 
star. Fourteen-year-old ambidextrous : 

talent Samuel Okello produced a stun- : 
ning run to claim the 2025 John Oduke : 
Legendary Tournament, outclassing : 
older, stronger and vastly more expe- : 
rienced opponents with a coolness far : 
beyond his years. 

The men's singles draw attracted 32 : 
players, while the women's event had : 
eight entrants .and the men's doubles: 
eight teams. But the week belonged to : 
the teenage dynamo who played with : 
style, courage and a refreshing tactical : 
maturity that lit·up tlie Lugogo Club. : 

Historic stage . 
This was the third edition of the com- : 

petition held in honour of John Oduke, : 
the Ugandan icon who won a record 12 : 

: Cricket Cranes bowler Daniel Ruyange 
: . to announce himself as a contender. 
: The semifiI1als brought his defining 
: moment - a nerve-shredding shpw­
: down with Davis CUp star David Oririga 
: Okello lost the first set Q-4,regrouped to 
: take the second 4-2,and then played the 
: match ofhis life to edge a pulsating su­
: per-tiebreak 13-1 i. 
: The crowd erupted. Lugogo had found 

': its new favourite. 
: In the final, Okello showed no nerves 
: as he dismantled Troy Zziwa 6-1,6-3, 
: sealing a historic title run and becom· 
: ing the tournament's youngest-ever 
: champion. 

: Legends & lessons 
: There was consolation for the Oduke 
: household when Ayella partnered 
: Oringa to win the men's doubles title, 
: beating Zziwa and Saidi Mawa 6-2,6-3 
: with ease. 
: In women's singles, Patience Athieno 
: sealed the title after beating Hilder 
: Afoyorwoth6-3,6-0. 
: But the central story remained the 
: teenager who stepped into a legendary 
: spotlight and owned it. 
: Okello trains at Lugogo under Edward 
: Odockcen, the national head coach and 
: an ITF Level 2 expert. His structured · 
: pathway - three intense training ses-
: sions weekly plus strength, condition-
: ing and psychology - is the founda-
~ tion ofhis rapid rise. 
: His international exposure, including 
: ITF/CAT events and continental finals, 
: has sharpened a competitive edge that 
: few players his age possess. 

: Star of tomorrow 
One Way Up. Uganda's fast-climbing left-hander Samuel Okello, fresh from : Okello, who is currently ranked 2611 
winning the 2025 John Oduke Legendary Tou mame nt, continues to underline ~ on the ITF World Tennis Number (ITF 
his elite potential with a growing list of ITF and regional titles that mark him : WI'N) with a career-high of 2327, con-
out as the country's next major tennis export. PHOTOTO/COURTESY-UTA : tinues to attract national attention. 

. : This title will no doubt accelerate his 
Uganda Open titles, a feat untouched in 
local tennis history. His sons - Simon 
Peter Ayella and Davis Acire - contin­
ued the family legacy by competing 
with passion, and their quarterfinal 
clash delivered one of the tournament's 
most emotional moments. 

Acire forced his elder brother to retire 
while trailing 3-5,3-1, ending a spirited 
battle that thrilled the crowd and kept 

: the Oduke name central to the event's ~ rise among Africa's next-ge~ tennis 
: storyline. : prospects. 
: . : "I amveryhappyI have wonthis.tour· 
~ Youngster rules ~ nament. Beating Oringa felt ve~ good. 
: But" even these dramatic moments : I thank my coach and COLTA for giving 
: could not overshadow Okello's bIos- : me the training that has put me atthis 
~ soming brilliance. ~ level. My mother will be very happy," 
: He became the talk of the tournament : Okello said with a wide smile after lift­
~ after a composed 4-0,4-2 quarterfinals ~ ingthe trophy thatleft many big names 
: victory over former Davis Cup and : stunned into silence. 
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New l\UUS leadership vows to elevate university sports . 
BYGEORGEKATONGOLE 

KAMPALA. The Associ­
ation of Uganda University 
Sports CAUUS) marked a his­
toric handover ceremony at its. 
headquarters in Nakulabye on 
Monday, with outgoing presi­
dent Peninah Aligaweesa Ka­
benge passing the baton to 
George Wagoogo. . 

Patrick Ssebuliba, the AUUS 
Secretary and Sports Coordi­
nator at Victoria University, 
highlighted the evolution of 
university sports in Uganda at , 

Fresh. AUUS president-elect Wagoogo (L) receives the in­
struments of power from outgoing president Kabenge, ending 
her two-decade tenure. PHOTO/GEORGE KA TONGOLE 

a briefbut colorful ceremony. institutions to more than 25 
".Since 1993, the annual and from the original seven 

games have grown from 15 ' to 19 sports disc·p.lines. This 

year, four new sports, includ­
ing pool and bridge, have been 
added IIi the early years, the 
games were often chaotic, with 
events sometimes extending 
indefinitely. 

"Back in 1993, the games 
would not end. Today, that is 
history. We have improved in 
all aspects, including digital 
management of the last five 
events,"Ssebuhba noted. 

Uganda has also made its 
mark internationally; present­
ing teams at FASU and FISU 
World University Games. No­
tably, world athletics sensation 

Josbua Cheptegei was identi­
fied by Bugema University as 
part of the pathway through 
university sports. Over 3,000 
athletes have been sponsored 
through various universi­
ty sports programs across the 
country. Reflecting on his ten­
ure, Kabenge, who led AUUS 
since 2002,emphasised the im­
portance of continuity. 

"We're here to ensure you 
build on our legacy. No one 
handed over to me before I 
started my 20 years of lead­
ership, so you're not starting 

; from zer.o,"she said. 

Local 

Grand Finale. Mukono's Floren'ce 
Nakato and Valeria Mbudyowere 
(R) qualified for the grand finale at 
Lugogo scheduled for December 
21. PHOTO/GEORGE KA TONGOLE 

Nakato leads 
wave of surprise 
qualifiers to 
Lugogo finale 
BYGEORGEKATONGOLE 

NIL.E SPECIAL NATIONAL 
o E OOL ~HAMPS 
Regional qualifiers· men: 
Code 8 :... Gulu:..cQlline Abonga, 
Aron Opiyo, Sammy Ko~ 
Koma..Gardjtl1S: Q..ecrick 
Muganza, Ivan Ssenyonjo. 
JonanTuri~ 
CafM~~ilano - MasilJdi: __ _ 
Joseph Rwotokanya. Mark 
Bahemurwaki and Jimmy 
Ategeka 
Hapm'. SQY~LB_u3'~a; Ibulabir1]u 
SsewaJi, Benard Isoke and 
Philip Masiko 
earndis.e Swl.::.J.1ni.a:'-.-·+----'-o--'­
Peterson Mulo, Eric Ugabo, 
Imran Magero 
Cbill..al1.d6.i1e - Hoirna.;.Jul]la..:....... 
Tomusange, Sammie Kadde, 
Justus Ntegeka 
Ladles: 
ITaano Arnna_.:: . .Mukol1Q: __ 
Valeria Mbudyowere, Aorence 
Nakato, ProssyNamuli 
Club 'lortex - Kitgum:_Ab.~ 
Amaro. Dosylyn Aciro, Babra . 

Lakica and Ann Lakot 

KAMPALA. On a regular day, 
Florence Nakato a pool attendant . 
at iTaano.Arena in Mukono, serves' 
tokens to pool players, wipes tables 
between games and clears empty 
bottles as regulars battle it out on 
the tables. But on Saturday night, 
the roles flipped. The same custom­
ers she serves were now on their 
feet cheering her on, as the 21-year­
old produced a fairy-tale run to 
qualify for the December 21 grand 
finale of the Nile Special National 
Open Pool Championship at Lugogo 
IndoorStadium. 

For someone who has never 
played even the weekly in-house 
tournaments at the Mukono's bus­
iest arena, Nakato's rise was as un­
expected as it was electrifying. And 
when she steps into Lugqgo among 
the 32; women chasing the grand 
prize of a brand-new car, she will 
no longer be the one serving play-

. ers,she will be the one receiving VIP 
treatment. . 
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