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Stanbic s medical drive boosts 
healthcare for Mbale women 

EQUllY BANKTO 
INCREASE AGRICULTURE 
LENDING 

DEVONSSWBI 

Equity bank recently welcomed 
partners from aBi. the European Union, 
and the Royal Danish Embassy to the 
bank's head office at Church House, The 
meeting focused on exploring opportu­
nities for partnership. business growth. 
technical assistance. and de-risking in 
the food and agriculture sectors. as well 

GEOFREY SERUGO 

M
bale Regional Referral 
Hospital serves an 
estimated population 
of 4-5 million people 
across 17 districts in 

Eastern Uganda. 
The facility also receives patients 

from neighbouring districts such as 
Bukedea and Kumi in the Teso sub­
region, a factor that has contributed to 
persistent congestion at the hospital. 

According to Dr Baifa Arwinyo, 
the lead Obstetrics and Gynecology 
consultant at the facility, the 
hospital handles between 20 to 30 
deliveries daily, including nom1al 
births, Caesarean sections, and other 
complicated cases. "On a monthly basis, 
we manage over 500 deliveries, and the 
numbers keep rising," she said. 

Beyond maternity services, the 
hospital also provides gynecological 
care, cancer screening, and management ' 
of mild oncology cases with support 
from specialists from Busitema 
University. However, the growing 
patient load continues to strain 
available resoUrces. ' 

, Dr ArWiuyo said, ''We are reallY 
constrained, especially in terms of 
space. We need proper labour rooms 
where mothers can h$! monitored safely. 
Many end up delivering under tents, on 
verandas, or in makeshift areas. More 
space would also support our nurses 
and midwives to monitor mothers 
closely and prevent complications." 

In response to these challenges, 
Stanbic bank has donated maternal 
health equipment worth Shs 100 million 
to the hospitaL The assortment includes 
an anaesthetic machine, mama kits, 
a portable oxygen cylimjer, patient 
monitorS, pediatric ventilator, pulse 
oximetetS, a heavy-duty nebulizer, 
Hemocu4 cuvertes, and a VAYU CPAP 
system, among others items designed to 
direetly s,upport maternal and neonatal 
care. 

speakitlg during the handover, 
Stanbic chief executive, Mumba 
Kalifungwa, said the gesture is part 
of the bank's annual LOVE Month 
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L-R: Mumba Ka1ifungwa, 'Stanbic bank chief execuIive, with Dr Stephen Obba, 
Banja, Mbale deputy Ree 

campaign, which focuses on supporting 
communities. 

"At Stanbic, our purpose is'clear, 
'Uganda is our home, we drive her 
growth.' This purpose guides not only 
our business, but also how we show up 
for our communities," Kalifungwa said. 

Be said the bank has s6pported 
several health facilities in the EIgon 
region over the years. "Last year, we 
donated equipment to this -very hospital 
and Maluku Health Centre III. After 
engaging your management again 
this year, we saw need to scale up our 
support," he said. 

Kalifungwa emphasized the bank's 
commitment to improving maternal 
health outcomes. "No mother should 
lose her life while giving birth. Every 
woman and every baby matters. Our 
partnership with the Ministry of Health 
underscores this commitment." 
\ He further revealed that the bank 
~ committed to mobilising up to 
Shs 1 trillion over the next three years 
to support women entrepreneurs, 
youth, and smallholder farmers. 
"When we empower these groups, we 
strengthen families, drive innovation, 
boost food security, and build resilient 
communities," he said. 

Mbale Hospital Director, Dr. Stephen 
Obbo, welcomed the donation, thanking 
Stanbic Bank for its responsive and " 
impactfuI approach. 

''You have pressed the needle in th~ 
right spot. While we still face challenges 
such as limited space, I am glad that 
the issue of the anaesthetic machine , 
in the maternity wing has now been : 
addressed. This will greatly improve the 
quality of care," Dr. Obbo said. 

Hamza Banja, deputy Resident 
City Commissioner, Mbale Industrial 
Division, said the support is a true 
demonstration of partnership between 
the private sector and government in 
improving the quality of health care 
services for our mothers and children. 

He said such contributions directly 
strengthen government efforts to 
reduce maternal and infant mortality 
rates and ensure safer deliveries for all 
Ugandan women. 

"Stanbic's gesture today goes beyond 
a donation it is an investment in the 
lives of our mothers and the future of 
our nation. ~en the private sector 
joins hands'with government to support 
essential health services, we move 
closer to achieving a healthier and more 
prosperous Uganda," Banja said. 

, as initiatives supporting refugees. youth. 
and women, 

The agricultural industry continues to 
attract low financing due to the financial 
institutions' perceived risk of the sector, 
which still depends on unpredictable ' 
weather patterns for the growth of their 
produce, As such. few banks have dared 
to go there. Equity bank is trying to 
change the narrative, 

Gift Shoko. the bank's managing 
director. reaffirmed Equity Bank's 
commitment to fostering collaborations 
that drive inclusive and sustainable 
development. 

By 2030, Equity bank aims to allocate 
30 per cent of its portfolio to food and 
agriculture. up from the current 12 per 
cent. 

Currently serving 2.2 million custom­
ers within the entire Equity group, the 
bank aspires to reach 8 million by 2030. 
propelled by enhanced digital financial 
solutions and deeper financial inclusion, 

Financial literacy remains a significant 
challenge. as mapy borrowers struggle 
to utilize loans productively, 

"There is a pressing need to instill 
commercial acumen. security. and re­
sponsible borrowing practices, We plan 
to develop lending frameworks tailored 
to smallholder farmers:' the bank said in 
a statement. \. 

It added: "We are eager to continue 
our partnership with aBi Finance on lines 
of credit, agricultural guarantees. and 
technical assistan<re, while also exploring 
new opportunities with aBi Development 
to leverage farmer data for improved 
financial service d~livery:' 
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!uhz1ee merges its Ugandctn health and life insurt:lnce comp~~ies 
GEOFREV SERUGO 

Jubilee Holdings Limited has announced the 
amalgamation of its Ugandan Health and Life 
insuranCe subsidiaries, Jubilee Health Insurance 
Company of Uganda Limlted (JHICU) and 
Jubilee Life Insurance Company of Uganda 

• Limited (JLlCU).,The continuing entity will 
be Jubilee Life Insurance Company of Uganda 
Limited (JLICU). .-

The decision follows a: comprehensive review 
of the Group's Ugandan'operations and a 
fom1al approval by the Jnsuran,ce Regulatory 
Authority of Uganda (IRA). The move brings 

, both businesses under one structure, enhancing 
operational efficiency and service delivery while 
reinforcing its market leadership in Uganda. 
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Existing policies will remain valid, and all 
assets, liabilities and policy obligations of Jubilee 
Health Insurance Company of Uganda Limited 
will transfer to Jubilee Life Insurance Company 
of Uganda Limited. Customers, employees, 
and partners should expect: nonhal operations 
throughout the transition period. 

Speaking during the announcement. Jubilee 
Holdings chairman, Zul Abdul, said the 
amalgamation is intended to strengthen Jubilee's 
footprint in Uganda while reinforcing the 
company's commitment to delivering excellence 
and peace of mind to customers. 

''For nearly nine decades, Jubilee Holdings 
has adapted to industry changes to remain the 
trusted insurer of choice across East Africa. This 
amalgamation is a strategic step in reinforcing 

our leadership position while affinning our 
unwavering commitment to our customers. We 
will ensure uninterrupted selVice throughout 
this transition and continue to offer innovative, , 
affordable, and relevant in:stlrance solutions that 
meet the evolving needs C?f individuals, families, 
and businesses in Uganda and beyond." 

On his part Jubilee Life Insurance Company 
of Uganda chaimlan JllIIlli Kisaame said that the 
amalgamation comes at a time when Uganda's 
insurance industry is steadj.J:y expanding, with 
demand for long-teml products and integrated 
health solutions on the~. He added that 
bringing both businesses together equips the 

- companywith the combined strengths and 
clarity needed to respond'more effectively to this "b 

shift. 


