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Activists say learners at 
higher educatioo insti­
tutions should learn to 
care for nature regard­
less of their respective 
courses. They also ar­
gue that climate change 
should not be a subject 
left for environmental­
ists and conservation­
ists but for all citizens. 

BY DAN WANDERA 

S 
everai cliniate change mitiga- • 
tion ideas have mooted and im- : 
plemented, with varying levels of : 
success. - 0 

Stakeholders have now made a deci­
sion to integrate climate change mitiga­
tion into the higher education curricu­
lum. 

Climate activists argue that the in- 0 

tegration of climate resilience teach- , 
ing into the curriculum could go a long 
way in lessening the effects of climate 
change . . 

"I believe that climate change is not 
urtden;tood by many people, but a de-
·berate effort that ensures that learn­

ers at. highert!;ducation institutions 
learn to care for nature regardless of 
their respective courses, is a good idea. 
Climate change resilience should not 
be a subject left for environmentalists 

""and conservationists but a cItizen· re­
sponsibility. This includes the young 
and old," Dr Phelmon Natembeya Gi-

• zamba, a conservationist and founder 
of Nature for All Global Resilience Initi­
ative (NAGRI) tells Daily Monitor. 

Dr Natembeya adds: '"We have a gen­
eration where a section of the popula­
tion is very disconnected from reality. 
like at the higher institutions oflearn­
ing, some students could be fofted to 
believe that caring for the environ­
ment should be left for the agricultur­
alists, forestry and environment sci­
ence students. This is very wrong. I 
hope that the basis for integrating cli­
mate resilience teaching in th~ curric­
ulum for higher education institutions 
is to bring on board all students and 
the teaching staff. We should be able to 
see results from the way the universi­
ty compotmd, lecture rooms, farms.re­
spond to climate resilience." 

Under the Strengthening Teaching 
and Reseprch for Climate Resilience 
and Green Energy Transitions in Uni­
versities, Soroti Universi~ a public uni­
versity in eastern Uganda and Ndejje 
llniversity,a private and Church-found-

- ect university in central Uganda will be 
beneficiaries of the European Union 
(ED) funded three-year project. The EU 
has earmarked a co-funding grant of 
Shs1.66b for the project. 

The discussions encompass several 
aspects targeting enhancement of eli- : 
mate change education into the nor- : 
mal life of a student, teaching staff and • 
the communities through outreach ' 
programmes to conserve the environ- : 

___ oment. ' 
Mr Johnson Bebwa Ssemanda, a cli- ! 

mate actor and conservationist based ! 
in the greater Luweero area, clarifies [ 
that while efforts targeting sensitisa­
tion of the population about the dan- ' 
gers of environmental degradation are 
ongoing, it is disturbing that sections of 
the different communities are careless 
and do not care about conservation. 

"I belie e th t,I!,OS iWy,slimate e . -

Soroti~ Ndejje varsities to teach 
mitigation of climate change 

Trees cut down for charcoal burning at Buzirandulu Forest Reserve in Butuntumula Sub-dounty, Luweero District, in 2023. PHOTO/ DAN WANDERA 

ience, once integrated into the curricu­
lum as proposed, will demand that all 
students become climate resilience ac­
tors and change agents. The students 
represent a bigger section of the com­
munity. The climate resilience out­
reaches could create another impact," 
he says. 
Mr Mark Kiprop, a Bachelor of Sus­

tainable Agriculture and Extension stu­
dent at Ndejje University, says climate 
change resilience awareness should be 
a duty for all people at different levels 
of society. 

He explains that integrating climate 
resilience into the curriculum should 

FOREST COVER LOSS 

Conservationists in Uganda say 
the sudden change in the rainfall 
patterqs, prolonged dry spells, and 
rising temperatures beyond the . 
normal degrees are greatly impac­
ting the way of life. 

The intense floods in parts ofthe 
country, crop failure as a result of 
low rainfall amounts or dry spells, 
are partly blamed on human inter­
ference with tbe environment. 

One of the major drivers of cli­
mate change;n the country has 
been identified as deforesta1;jon. 
Uganda's forest e 
ped from 24 percent in 1990 to 12 
percent in 2021, according to the 
National State of the Environment 
Report 2022 that is published by 
the National Environment Mana-

'" not obly be for universities but at the 
different learning levels to create im­
pact. 

"I have a course unit in climate change 
adaptation and mitigation as part of 
my general course. But I also believe 
that all the other students should be 
ambassadors of climate change mitiga­
tion and adaptation. But this should be 
carefully crafted to ensure the message 
is received positively to create impact," 
he tells Daily Monitor. 

Calling for climate resilience action, 
climate a.ctivists say it must begin at 
one's doorstep and extend to other ar­
eas of the society. 

gement Authority (Nema). The 
report added that an estimated 
73,000 hectares offorest are lost 
annually, mainly due to agricultural 
expansion, human settlement and 
fuelwood extraction. 

According to data from the 
Uganda Environment Atlas, also 

i published by Nema, it is estimated 
, that at least three million hectares 

offorest cover were lost between 
1990 and 2021. _ 

The 2025 Global Forest Re: 
sources As~essment report, pu­
blished by the Food and Agricul­

. ture Organisation, shows that 
ganda has lost nearly half of its fo­

rest Gover since 1990. It indicates 
that Uganda's forest area has si-

. gniftcantly declined from 4.55 mil­
: lion hectares in 1990 to 2.37 mil-
, lion hectares in 2025. This repre-

What it means 
Prof Robert Ikoja Odongo, the vice 

chancellor of Soroti University, one of 
the institutions chosen to pilot the cli­
mate change integration into the cur­
riculum, believes that part of the inter­
ventions will be ensuring its campuses 
are greened, including the lecture halls, 
among other spaces, while taking into 
account the many other actions that 
translate to nature conservation. 

"We should incubate ideas, technology 
and create afuture which is sustainable. 
We need to have impactful actions on 
the ground for not only the university 

sents a loss of about 48 percent in 
35 years. 

Without deliberate engage­
ments through climate mitiga-
tion measures, climate activists, 
among other stakeholders, fear 
that Uganda could lose more of the 
natural ecosystems, including the 
water sources and forest cover, by 
2030 at a fast rate. The activists. 
are advocating for the increased 
use of renewable energy sources 
to reduce the number of trees cut 

, for firewood and charcoal. 
• Climate activists and proponents 
of the St"""'r>dt;..." ........ 

- believe that integrating climate re­
. silience products in the existing un­

dergraduate curricula will enhance 
; climat~ eduCjtion. 

but the community through outreach­
es.Ifit is planting trees, we must under­
stand which type of trees to plant," he 
said at a recent inception meeting for 
climate change integration into the cur­
riculum on November 21. 

Dr David Talengera the Dean of the 
Faculty of El)vironment and Agricul­
ture at Ndejje University, says since 
Ndejje and Soroti universities are lo­
cated within the cattle corridor areas 
of Uganda, characterised by prolonged 
dry spells, climate resilience actions 
should be intensified. 

"We were not chosen by mistake,.but 
we are the right group for the project," 
he adds. . 

Apart from teaching and creating 
awareness through the different pro­
jects and outreaches, Ndejje Universi­
ty has the opportunity to enhance sus­
tainable and renewable programmes. 

Rev Canon Prof Olivia Banja, the 
Ndejje University vice chancellor, says 
realigning the courses with climate 

; change realities should be the way to go. 
o "For Ndejje, we are blessed with 

enough land that is enabling us to ven­
ture into sustainable farm practices,for­
estry and renewable energy resources," 
she reveals. 

The universities are not working in 
isolation but in partnership with sever­
a:. :!:e!'--:.. - -

--0.1~- _ , 
and Education Agency (REA), the Eur0-
pean Union Commission, the Universi­
ty of Pavia in Italy, and the Polytechnic 
Institute of Porto in Portugal. 

+ 

f 
I 

.. " 


