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The High Court's Anti­
Corruption Division on 
Friday cleared Mukweli 
and five other senior 
bank officials after ruling 
that the prosecution 
failed to proye any 

Former Post Bank MI)~ five 
others acquitted of all charges 

. wrongdoing. 

BY JULIET KIGONGO 

F
ormer Post Bank Uganda manag­
ihg director Stephen Mukweli has 
been acquitted of all charges relat­
ed to the contrOyersial payment of 

Shs292m to a commission agent hired 
during the bank's bid for the Social As­
sistance Grants for Empowerment 
(SAGE) project. 

The High Court's Anti-Corruption Di­
Vision on Friday cleared Mukweli and 
five other senior bank officials after rul­
ing that the prosecution failed to prove 
any wrongdoing. 

Justice Jane Okuo Kajuga,in a detailed 
judgment, found that the prosecution 
had not demonstrated that the accused 
acted arbitrarily, caused financial loss 
to the bank, or conspired to defraud the 
government 

"Having considered the evidence and 
the law, I agree with the assessors. The 
accUsed. are acquitted on all counts,"the 
judge stated. 

Mr Mukweli, together with co-ac­
cused Alex Kayaayo, Fred Wasike, Gil­
bert Nuwamanya, Jackson Mwesigwa, 
and businessman Muhereza l(,\cho­
boye, had been on trial for abuSe t>f of­
fice, causing financial loss, and conspir­
acy to defraud. 

Prosecutors alleged that the officers ir­
regularly processed and approved the 
commission payment to Kachoboye for 
helping Post Bank prepare and win the 
.bid to serve as the SAGE payment ser­
vice provider. 

But the court found that Kachoboye 
had indeed carried out work that con­
tributed to Post Bank preparing a win­
ning bid, contrary to claims that he was 
paid for no work done. 

Testimony from several witnesses, in­
cluding senior bank officials, supported . 
the defence argument that he helped 
compile the bid and provided market 
intelligence that informed the bank's 
proposal. 

Justice Kajuga cited eVidence that on 
October 5, 2015, a day before the sub­
mission deadline, "the agent arrived 
with copies of the bid and soft copies on 
a flash drive,"which were subsequent-

Mr Stephen Mukweli 

ly sealed by the company secretary and 
submitted to the ministry. 

The judge also dismissed the allega­
tion that the bank suffered any loss, 
noting that the SAGE contract Wrned 
out to be highlwrofitable, generating 
over ShsS.2b for the bank by July 2019. 

"The payment could not be regarded 
as a loss, thus unfairly prejudicing the 
employer,"the court noted after review­
ing the Auditor General's report and 
witness testimonies confirming the val­
ue derived from the project. 

Justice Kajuga emphasised that the 
prosecution failed to prove that any of 
the accused had criminalintent to com­
mit the offenses charged. The court 
held that while procedural lapses may 
have occurred in the hiring of the com­
mission agent, these did not amount to 
criminal conduct. 

"There was no evidence of intent to 
defraud. The offence is not proved,"the 
judge ruled in relation to the conspira­
cycharge. 

The defence had argued that the pay­
ment to Kachoboye followed estab­
lished bank practices of rewarding in­
dividuals who brought business and -
that all actions taken by the accused fell 
within their official mandates. 

They i'prther warned that failure to 
honour the contract could have ex­
posed the bank to legal claims for 
breach. 

Evidence from the accused and docu-

ments presented in court showed that 
Kachoboye's role was primarily to sup­
port the preparation of the bid, not to 
interface directly with ministry offi­
cials, a distinction thejudge agreed had 
been overlooked by the prosecution. 

The court also faulted investigative 
gaps, including failure to properly ex-' 
amine bid preparation documents or 
call key witnesses such as the f:ompany 
secretary. These omissions weakened 
the prosecution's case,leadingthe court 
to conclude that the payment had been 
justified under the terms of the com­
mission agreement 

Following the acquittal, Justice Kaju- . 
ga ordered that all bail money and se­
curities deposited by the accused be 
refunded and that all sureties be dis­
charged. 

"The right of appeal within 14 days 
from today has been explained," she 
said. . 

Mukweli's acquittal brings to an end a 
high-profile trial that has spanned sev­
eral years, scrutinising internal process­
es at Post Bank and the broader han­
dling of the multimillion-shilling SAGE 
project. 
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BY MICHAEL AGABA 

KAMPALA. The Government 
of Uganda and the World Food 
Programme (WFP) have signed an 
agreement i establishes Kampala as 

Kampala chosen as WFP's emergency response hub 

. the home of the WFP Global Fleet Hub, 
an initiative designed to strengthen 
humanitarian logistics and accelerate 
emergency response across Africa 

Under this arrangement, Uganda will 
host and manage the Logistics Bureau, 
including a regional fleet dedicated 
to responding to crises in Eastern and 
Southern Africa 

As part of the agreement, the Ministry 
of Works and Transport has granted 
WFP distinctive UNIWFP-owned and j 

m anaged license plates for the fleet. ' 
These plates are entirely neutral and 
are not linked to any country, a move 
intended to eliminate delays caused 
by border clearance procedures and to 
enable fast, unhindered cross-border 
humanitarian movement. 

Speaking at the launch of the licence Officials fix new number plates onto a WFP truck. PHOTO/COURTESY 
. plates in Kampala yesterday, WFP' 

Deputy Country Director Marcus operations. This innovation will 
Prior said the start of the Global , transform how quickly we are able 
Fleet Hub in Kampala, together with : to resp~nd to emergencies across the 
the introduction of the special UN/ continent,"he added. . 
WFP license plates, was the result of Explaining why Uganda was chosen ' 
close collaboration between WFP, the for this critical role, he pointed to the : 
Government of Uganda, and the East country's proven logistical capacity. : 
African Community. "Uganda's selection reflects real, ~ 

"The hub itself will be a strategic proven logistics excellence. In 2024, i 
centre for rapid humanitarian WFP here in Uganda delivered nearly . 
response across Africa. Irwill house 174,000 tonnes offood to 545 locations, : 
WFP-owned emergency response reaching over two million people. We . 
vehicles,. and they will bear these alsotransportedanother10,oootonnes : 
distinctive United Nations WFP license of partner relief supplies and facilitated j 

plates, designed, issued, and managed 33,000 metric tonnes of deliveries ; 
by WFP,"he said. . across five neighbouring countries,"Mr : 

Mr Prior emphasised that the Prior said. 
neutrality of the plates is key to He added that WFP's strong regional 

UN IN UGANOA 

Uganda already hosts the main 
regional office for the UN, the 
United Nations Regional Ser- _ 
vice Centre (RSCE) located in 
Entebbe, which provides admi­
nistrative, logistics, and ICT ser­
vices t o UN missions across Afri­
ca. Other UN.entities have spe­
cific offiQes in Uganda, such as 
the UNHCR Representation Of­
fice in Kampala and various UN 
offices in Kampala and other 
sub-offices across the country. 

bone." 
Mr Prior said Uganda's strategic loca­

tion, progressive refugee policies, and 
robust transport systems make Kampa­
la an ideal continental logistics hub. 

He noted that the special plates 
will allow WFP vehicles to bypass the 
time-consuming deregistration and 
re-registration processes currently re­
quired atintpnational borders. 

"This will cut deployment times from 
weeks to days, sometimes even just 
hours, ensuring unhindered move­
ment across Uganda and throughout 
the countries of Africa,"he said. 

Gen Edward Katumba Wamala, the 
minister of Works and Transport, in 
his remarks delivered by Mr Apollo 
Kashanku, the assistant commissioner strengthening humanitarian access. operations rely heavily on Uganda's in-

"It's important to underline that the frastructure and efficiency. 
plates themselves are not linked to "We've also deployed 61 mobile stor­
any specific country. They symbolise age units regionally and maintained 
humanitarian neutrality and will authorised economic operator status 
enable seamless cross-borde for fast-tracked customs clearance. And 

, with 90 percent of our food sourced ' in the ministry, said WFP, through the 
[ locally 'here in Uganda, and $4.5m Ministry of Foreign Affairs, approached 
: (Shs16b) injected into Uganda's com- , the government toward the end Of2024 
: merciallogistics sector, WFP in Uganda ; seeking special number plates for its re­
. operates as the region's logistics back- . gionallogistics fleet. 

"The ministry received a request from 
the United Nations World Food Pro­
gramme and the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs to design special registration 
plates for the regional logistics vehicles 
that will deliver relief aid across the Re­
gional Logistics BUreau for Eastern and 
Southern Africa. This was very much in 
line with Uganda's pbjective of support­
inghumanitarian work,"he said. 
In response, the ministry constitut­

ed a multisectoral team to design.the 
plates and establish a framework for 

. their production, regulation, and im­
~ plementation. The team included rep­
, resentatives from the Ministry of Works 

and Transport, WFP, the Uganda Na­
tional Bureau of Standards, Uganda 
Revenue Authority, Joint Stock Compa­
ny,and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Mr Kashanku expressed confidence 
that the initiative would meet the WFP 
goal of improving emergency logistics 
and said Uganda remains ready to sup­
port modifications ifrequired. 

Ambassador Charles Ssentongo,head 
of protocol serviGes at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, said Uganda immedi-

; ately supported the proposal,recognis- • 
, ingits potential economic and humani­

tarian benefits. 
He said the logistics hub would bring 

opportunities for Ugandans, including 
jobs for drivers, mechanics, fuel sup­
pliers, market vendors, and others in- .. ~ 
volved in the supply chain. 

"We saw an opportunity for the coun­
try and the region, not only in the facil­
itation of humanitarian assistance but 
also in thejobs and learning opportuni­
ties it would create,"he said. 

Mr Ssentongo said the necessary le­
gal clearances were completed by the 
Office of the Solicitor General and the 
Ministry of Fitlance, paving the way for 
the official launch. 

"This morning, we celebrale the 
laUnch of this number plate,"he said. 


