Covid-19’s impact on
education didn’t end

when schools reopened

[ ormorethan20 Families exhausted by eco-_

| years,KyambogoUni-  nomichardship duringlock

versity has held its down could no longer priori-

graduation ceremo- tise tuition, leading many stu-
nies over several days,usual- dentsto pause or abahdon
lythreetofivedaystoaccom-  theirstudies entirely.
modatethelargenurnberof = Thepandemicdid not mere-
students completing their Iy delay academic calendars; it
programmes annually. scattered thousands of learners

This year marks the 21st intonew realities that madere-
graduation ceremony,yet un- turning to university nearly im-
like the previous years where possible.

Kyambogo graduated sizable The shrinking graduation -
cohortsof 11,721 studentsin numbers now reflect a nation-
2024;10,926 in 2023,and-over al education recoverystillin
12,000in 2022, the university distress.Every student missing
has announced thattheentire  from this year’slist represents
2025 graduation will take on- notjust a personal academic
Iy two days,the shortest inits setback but aloss to the coun-
history. try’s future workforce.

‘While Kyambogo hasnot yet Uganda risks long-term short-
released the exact number of agesin critical skill areaslike
graduandsforthisyearscere-  teachers,technicians,engi-
monythedecisiontocompress  neers,social workers,and spe-
what has traditionallybeena cialists because the cohorts af-
multi-day event strongly sug- fected by the pandemic are ex-
gestsasignificantlysmallerco-  actlythe oneswhoshouldbe
hortcompared tothepre-pan- = entering the job market now.
demic pattern, where annual Thereduced graduation du-
graduations often ranged be- ration at Kyambogois, there-
tween 6,400 and 12,800 stu- fore not merely an adminis-
dents, This sharp contraction trative adjustment but a subtle
signals a deeper story about admission ofhow deeply Cov-
the long-lasting disruptions id-19 altered the higher-eduica-
inflicted by the Covid-19pan- . tionpipeline.

Compounding this chal-
lengeis the absence of anation-
wide tracing mechanism to fol-
lowup on thelearnerswho
dropped out during the lock-
down.Their whereaboutsre-
main largely undocumented.
Civil society organisations es-
timate that many arenowin
low-wagejobs,early marriag-
es,orinformal roles that lock
them out of formal education
permanently.

Without deliberate interven-
tionssuch as flexiblere-en-

try programmes, support for
young mothers, financial re-
covery schemes,and commu-
nity-based reintegration mod-
els,the country risks allow-
ing an entire generation toslip
away unnoticed.

AsKyambogo University pre-
pares tograduateits noticeably
smaller cohortin arecord two

> days;the celebration carriesan
demic and the thousandsof undertone ofloss.Behind the
learners whonever returned gowns,speeches,and jubilation
when schools reopened. lies the silent shadow of stu-

‘Uganda’seducation system dents who should have been
suffered one ofthelongest Cov-  therebut arenot.
id-191lockdownsin the world, This year’s brief ceremony
stretching close to twoyears. stands as areminde? that Cov-
During this prolonged clo- id-19’simpact on education
sure,many universitystudents  did not end when schoolsreo-
found their academicjourneys  pened; it continues to shape fu-
interrupted in ways that be- tures and shrink opportunities.
cameirreversible. Thetwo-day graduation isnot

Lecturersrecall how;when only a historical first itis a qui-
teaching resumed in 2022, etalarm signallingtheneed to
classrooms that had once rebuild not just the education
been full then had noticeable system,but also the disrupted
gaps,namesmissing,facesun-  livesit onceheld.
seen,and hopes silently extin- “Atwo-day graduation isnot
guished. efficiencyitis absence”
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