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Covid-19~S impact on 
education did.n:t end 
when schools reopened 

F
or more than 20 
years,Kyambogo Uni­
versity has held its 
graduation ceremo-

nies over several days, usual­
lythree to five days to accom­
modate the large number of . 
students completing their 
programmes annually. 
This yearrnarl<s the 21St 
graduationceremo~yetun­
liketheprevious years where 
Kyambogo graduated sizable 
cohortsofll,721 studentsm 
2024;10,926 in 2023,andover 
12,000 in 2022,the university 
has announced that the entire 
2025 graduation will take on­
lytwo days,the shortest in its 
history. 

WhileKyainbogo hasnotyet 
released the exactnumber of 
graduands for this year's cere­
mon~the decision to compress 
whathas traditionally been a 
multi-dayevent strongly sug­
gests asignifieantly smaller c0-

hort compared to the pre-pan- . 
demic pattern, where annual 
graduations oftenranged be­
tween 6,400 <!Ild 12,800 stu­
dents,This sharp contraction 
signals a deeper story about 
the long-lasting disruptions 
inflictedbytheCovid-19pan-

Behind .. ~ 

thegowIls, 
speeches, and 
jubilation lies 
the silent sha­
dow of students 
who should 
have been there 

demic and the thousands of 
learners who never returned 
when schools reopened. 
Uganda's edueationsystein 

suffered one of the longest COY­
id-191ockdowns in the world, 
stretching close to two years. 
During this prolonged clo­
sure,manyuniversitystudents 
found their academicjourneys 
interruptedin ways that be­
came irreversible. 

Lecturers recall how,when 
teachingresumed in 2022, 
classrooms that had once 
been full then had noticeable 
gaps,nameS missing,faces un­
seen, and hopes silently extin­
gt,rished. 

Families exhausted by em­
nomic hardship duringlock-­
down could no longer priori­
tisetuition,leadingmany stu­
dents to pause or abahdon 
their studies entirely. 

T):le pandemic did not mere­
ly delay academic calendcirs; it 
scattered thousands 6flearners 
into new realities thatmadere­
tmningto universitynearlyim­
possible. 
The shrinking graduation ' 

numbers now reflect a nation­
al education recovery still in 
distress.Everystudentmissing 
from this years list represents 
not just a personal academic 
setback but a loss to the coun­
try's futureworJ.ct'orce. 
Ugandariskslong-teIm short­

ages in critical skill areas like 
teachers, tecbnicians,engi­
neers,social worl.cers,and spe­
cialists becausethe cohorts af­
fected by the pandemic are ex­
actlythe ones who should be 
enteringthejob InaIket:now. 

The reduced graduation du­
ration at Kyambogo is, there­
fore,notmerely an adminis­
trative adjUstment but a subtle 
admission of how deeply Gov­
id-19 altered the higher-edl.1ca­
tion pipeline. 

Compounding this chal­
lenge is the absence of anation­
widetracingmechanism to fol­
low up on the learners who 
dropped out duringthe lock­
down. Theirwhereaboutsre- . 
main largelyundocumented. 
Civil society organisations es­
timate that many are now in 
Jow.wagejobs,earlymarriag­
es,or informal roles that lock 
them out offormal education 
permanently. 
Without deliberate interven­
tions such as flexib~re-en­
tryprogrammes,supportfor 
youngmothers,financial re­
coveryschemes,andcommu­
nity-basedreintegrationmod­
els, thecountryrisks allow­
ing an entire generation to slip 
awayunnoticed. 

As Kyambogo Universitypre­
pares to graduateitsnoticeably 
smaller cohort in arecord two 
days, the celebration carries an 
undertone ofloss.Behind the 
gowns,speeches,andjubilation 
lies the silent shadow of stu -
dents who shouldhave been 
there but are not 
This years brief ceremony 

stands as aremind that COY­
id-19's impacton education 
did not end when schools re0-

pened; it continues to shape fu­
tures andshrink opportunities. 
The two-day graduation is not 
only a historical first,it is a qui­
et alarm signalling the need to 
rebuild not just the education 
systern,but also the disrupted 
lives it once held 

"A two-day graduation is not 
efficien~itis absence." 

I Ms Charlotte Ahimbisibwe, Kyambogo University Student 
- Bachelor of Community Development and Social Justice 
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" Opinions 

I'll eat llly T-shirt if Ugandan tailors 
pay back that 'fine spinning' llloney 

P
arliament this week passed yet anoth­
er supplementary Budget that was 
brazen in its breadth and shocking 
in its size. Some of the line items are 
understandable and even reasona­
ble,like the money allocate!:! to fill the 

funding gap left by the withdrawal of Amer­
ican funding, especially to the health sector. 
How~asKiraMunicipalityMPSsemujju 

Ibrahim Ngandanoted in a succinct yet saga­
cious miJlorityreport,most of the allocations 
do not pass the smell test ofbeing "unavoida­
ble and unforeseeable" or the legal and consti­
tutional procedural bars. 

Apartfromnotingthatonly 21 of the 59 
Members ofl>arl.iament on the Budget Com­
mittee appended their signatures to the re­
portcirculating, yourcolumnisthas very lit­
tle valueto add-and recommends areading 
of the report itseti:and Honourable Nganda's 
valiantyetultimatelyfutile defence of the 
public interest. 

Instead of wondering why the Electoral 
Commission,whichhad onlyonejobtodo 
and five years to do it in,must askforemer­
gencymoneyto buy a biometric voterverifica­
tion system and print ballot papers as unfore­
seen and unavoidable developments,letus 
considerthemoreinterestingTaleoftheUn­
sold T-shirts. 

The storyrevolves around Fine Spinners 
UgandaLimited,purveyors of the finest ap­
parel,including some by royal appointment, 
and who are not strangers to taxpayer bail-
outs. , 
Wehave no reporters in Parliament,so let's 

quotefrom the report directly: "Fine Spinners 
manufactures T-shirts mainlyforthe export 
rnarJ.cet,includingthe UnitedStates of Amer­
ica (USA).HoweveI;followingthe enactment 
of the Anti-Homosexuality Act, Fine Spin­
ners Uganda Limited lost the huge USA mar­
ket.By that time, Fine Spinners had already 

Depending on the co­
lour, they might have had 
a bette:.; chance of being 
picked up by a political 
party in this election 
season ... 

. invested heavily in [the] manufacturing of 
540,oooT-shirtsforexport.Th~therefore, 
approached [the] government and request­
ed support to sell the T-shirts on the local 
market through Uganda Tailors Associa­
tion (UTA). UTA will pay back the govern­
ment for the T-shirts over a period of 18 -24 
months." 

Hnunm:: 
Uganda's removal from theAfrican Growth 

and Opportunity Act (Agoa) was first an­
nouncedin October2023,and becameef­
fectiveonJanuary 1,2024.Ifthe said T-shirts 
weremanufactured before oraround October 
2023,the smart thing would have been toex­
port themquickly beforethe barricades came . 
down. 

Iftheyweremanufactured after Januaiy 
1,2024, with the marl.cet already closed, then 
that would qualify as the business equivalent 
of voluntary assUmption ofrisk.One might 
wonder why the T-shirts are not sold to other 
marl.cets or even sold directly to the local mar­
ket by the manufactureI;in the same way that 
other producers find alternative marl.cets 
for their products. 

Adding a fine spin to this yarnis the revela­
tion,Dear ReadeI;that Uganda's tailorshave 
an association.I checked and thething doth 

existeth,as anon-government organisation. 
Cynics will wonder if any milestones are met 
in the association and on time, or whether 
each action pointis met by excuses and delays. 

Optimists,on the other hand, will finally 
heave a sigh of relief with the realisation that 
there is an entity to which they cannowre­
port their grievances and seekcompensation 
for missing dresses and unfinished trousers. 

. Whatiscleartoanyonewbohasworl.ced 
with a Ugandan tailor or so much as brushed 
past them on a dustyurbanstreet,feet sway­
ing on the pedal,heads bobbing as hands deft­
ly swingfrom bobbin to cloth,is that there 
won't be anymoney coming back into the 
public coffers. 

Ifalarge-scale clothes rnaker is not able to 
sell half a million T-shirts and has to offload 
them attaxpayer expense,how arethese 
streetsidetailors expected to move them on, 
Collect themoney,pocket theirmargin and 
send back the rest? We are talking aboutfolks 
who seIdomremember whether their cus­
tomers brought ajacket or a bedsheet for 
mendingl It is all patched up. 

We are not given any details aboutthe style 
of the T-shirts and if they are still fashionable. 
Depending on the coloW;they might have 
had a better chance ofbeingpicked up by a 
-political party in this election season (insert 
eyebrow raised emoji). Whatwe can agree on, 
forfree,is that it is easierfor acamel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for anytai­
lors to return any ofthooe T-shirts ormoney.If 
the supplementary Budget, as a whole,reads 
like a ~this anecdote is afine example 
of spinning ayamrlleatmyT-shirt ifweget 
any ofit back. 

Mr KaJinaki is ajoumalist and poor man's 
freedom fighter. 
write2kalinaki@gmaiLcom; @Kalinaki 
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. Safeguard children, youth in 
this fast-evolving digital age' 

A
s Ugandajoins the world in com­
memorating Of16 Days of Activism 

. against Gender-Based Violence, we 
are reminded that violence against 

children and youthis not onlypersistent but 
also evolving. 
This years theme:"Unitetoend digital vio­

lence against all women and girls,"draws at­
tention to anew areaofrisk: the online world, 
where exploitation,harassment,and abuse 
are increasingly becoming common. 
Achieving meaningful change duringthe 16 

Days of Activism and beyond demands 001-
lective commitment and leadership. Govern- . 
ment,civil soci~and communities must 
continueinvestinginhelplines,trained pa­
m-social woIXers,and child-friendly social 
welfare systems that can respond swiftly and 
effectively to abuse. 

We must also promote respollSlbleuse of 
technol~strengthenandenforcedigital 
safety policies, and increase awareness ofre­
spectful online conduct and behaviour in our 
society. 

1'00 many of our children continuetoex­
perience physical,emotional;andsexual vi­
olencein places meantto be safe. According . 
to Unicet:35 peri:eqt of girls and 17 percent 
ofboys in Uganda were sexually abused as 
children, and 59 percent of girls and 68 per­
cent of males experienced physical violence 
during their childhood, with nearly half 
experiencing it in the hands of parents or 

Violence against 
children and youth 
is not only a moral 
failing; it threatens 
Uganda's .L'U." .......... 

adult caregivers. 
Alanningly, data from the Sauti's 116 child 

helpline reveals asteep rise in neglect cases. 
In 2023 alone, the helpline recorded 1,987 
incidents of child neglect, 832 of physical 
abuse,and 737 of sexual abuse. 
The helpline reported receiving about 

1,500 calls each day. These numbers are 
more thanjust statistics. They reflect broken 
trust,interrupted childhoods and futures 
under threat Violence and abuse disrupt 
development, erode mental health, and im­
pede learning. Overtime,the damage com­
pounds,affecting not just individuals, but 
families, communities, and ultimately our 
national development 

I am proud to be associated with an or­
ganisation that believes that safeguarding 

children and young people is not a side is­
sue. It is central to building a stable,prosper-

. ous Uganda. Our work focuses on three pil­
lars: preventing abuse before it happens, 
strengthening families through psychoso-
. cial support,parenting education, and eco­
nomic empowerment to ensure homes be­
come safer spaces; and providing safe alter­
native care for children who cannot remain 
safely with their families where belonging, 
protection, and consistency should be the 
norm. 

Our youth empowerment initiatives al­
so equip young people with digital litera­
~awareness of online risks and the knowl­
edge of how to report them. At the same 
time, we c{)ntinue to champion a culture 
that protects children both online and of­
fline. 

Violence against children and youth is not 
only a moral failing; it threatens Uganda's 
future.Every child deserves to grow up safe, 
supported,and free from fear, whether in 
the home, the classroom, or online. 
These 16 Days of Activism call on all ofus 
to renew our commitment to project chil­
dren,empowering vulnerable young peo­
pIe and creating safe digital and physical.en­
vironments. 
This should be more than a campaign but 

a pivotal moment in ourjourneytowards a 
safer,more respectful society for every child 
and young person. Let us not only raise our 
voices -let us commit to lasting change. 

I Ms Josephine Akiru, national director 
at SOS Children's Villages Uganda. 
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