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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Former Nakawa MP Michael Kabaziguruka on new Generat Court Martial: "What they have done is still iilega!. and in due course, I will be going back to court to 
challenge it. Parliament doesn't have the powers to create a court at the same level as the High Court. They are supposed to create subordinate courts only." 

EDITORIAL 

Address rising moral 
.' decay 'among youth 

The third term school holiday is well underway for many 
learners from various schools around the country.They 
will now spend their time at home with their parents 
and guardians until the next school term opens next 

year in ·February. While it is good to have the holiday makers. 
back home, it also comes with increased pressure for parents 
to keep them safe and out ofhann's way. 

A story published in the Daily Monitor of December 
3 titled "Concern over moral decline among Bukedi 
Region youth" echoes many parents' worries 
countrywide, especially during the school holiday. 
The story highlights how there seems to be a broken bond 
between generations, which is fuelling the moral decay. Some 
of the main enablers of moral decay that are highlighted in 

Tlu!issue: 
MoraJdecay 
Our view: 
Rather than 

. pointing fingers 
at how indecently 
dressed the 
young people 
are, how they no 
longer respect 
elders.", let us 
ask ourselves 
where the gaps 
are, where we 
have fallen short 
and then start 
to rebuild and 
reparentour 
young people. 

the story include, among others, 
economic challenges. With many 
parents struggling to earn a living, 
children grow up with inconsistent 

. guidance. In other cases, because 
of unemployment, poor access 
to education, and limited' 
oppoJ;tunities, young people are 
left desperate and vulnerable to 
negative practices such as gambling, 
substance abuse, or petty theft, 

. and sometimes even prostitution. 
Some of the elders in the story 
pointed out the lack of good and 
grounded role models, and moral 
lessons once emphasised by elders, 
now having to compete with loud, 
seductive voices of social media 
influencers and pop culture icons. 
And Mr Eriya Poli, the head teacher 
at Budaka Family Project, said 
~pite producing brilliant students, 
schools today are not necessarily 
producing good citizens. 

The list of probable causes 
of moral decay among young 
people is quite long. Needless 

to say, this problem is not specific to 'Bukedi Region 
alone. It is a global problem that must not be trivialised. 
As we deal with this issue, we must be honest enough to admit 
that moral decay cannot be blamed on the young people 
alone.Parents,guardians,schools,religiousinstitutions,andall 
the faucets of society have a role to play in raising wholesome 
citizens or causing them to grow up into dysfunctional adults. 

So rather than pointing fingers at how indecently dressed 
the YOU1J.g people are, how they no longer respect elders, how 
they are too lazy to keep ajob and stick to doing an honest 
days' work or how they no longer fear God or esteem the 
values that we cherish and hold in high regard, let us ask 
ourselves where the gaps are, where we have fallen short 
and then start to rebuild and reparent our young people. 

Plan this holiday's activities with the cognizance of what 
a young person with a lot of free time can be tempted to do. 
Moral decay is a challenge, butit can be effectively dealt with if 
we all put in the work. 

Our commitment to you 
WepJedge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• . To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd, for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Cartoon. The Petroleum Authority has revised the start date for commercial oil production to 2027 
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An urgent call for unity 
arrlid global fragIIlentation 

~ 
or nearly a century, globalisation has 
been the dominant force shaping the 
world's economic and political sys­
tems. From the ashes of World War II 
emerged a global order built on multi­
lateralism,free trade, and internation­

al cooperation. Institutions suclJ. as the Unit­
ed Nations, the World Bank, and the World 
Trade Org~ation were designed to foster 
shared prosperity and prevent future con­
flict That era is fading. 

Across the globe, nations are turning in­
ward. The United Kingdom's 2016 Brexit 
vote was an early tremor. Since then, the rise 
of nationalist and populist governments 
has accelerated the shift toward deglobali­
sation. 

Africa has long been a passive participant . 
in the global order. Despite being home to 
over 1.4 billion people and endowed with 
vast natural resources, the continent has 
rarely had a seat at the table where glob-
al decisions are made, Instead,it has of-
ten been treated as a marketplace, a battle.­
ground, or a source of raw materials and 
its role defined by others rather than by its 
own strategic interests, Today,as the world 
fractures into regional spheres of influence, 
China ill Asia, Russia in Eastern Europe, and 
the United States in the west, Africa faces 
the risk of being carved up once again. But 
this time, the contest is not just over land or 
minerals; it is over data, digital infrastruc­
ture,and economic influence. Without a 
unified strategy,Africa could become a play­
ground for competing global powers, 

There is,however,a glimmer of hope. The 
African Continental Free Trade Area CAf­
CFTA),launched in 2021, represents a bold 
step toward economic integration,Iffully 
implemented,it coWd increase intra-Afri­
can trade by more than 50 percent and lift 
30 million people out of extreme poverty, ac­
cording to the World Bapk. Trade alone is 
not enough. Economic integration must be 
matched by political unity,institutional co­
ordination, and a shared vision for the con-

Uganda's upcoming ge­
neral elections in 2026 
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tinent's future. If Africa fails to unite, the 
consequences will be severe and far-reach­
ing.Some of them include economic vul­
nerability.Many African economies remain 
heavily dependent on commodity exports. 
This makes them highly susceptJ.ble to glob­
al price shocks which can destabilise na­
tional budgets and deepen poverty. 

While the African continent has witnessed 
seven military coups injust the past three 

" years, which poses a consequence of securi­
ty and political instability with fragile insti­
tutions,contested elections, and unresolved 
conflicts that undermine peace and devel­
opment, there is also another consequence 
of climate crisis, 

Africa contributes the least to glob-
al greenhouse gas emissions yet suffers 
the most from climate-related disasters, 
Droughts, floods, and desertification are al­
ready costing the continent between two 
percent and five percent of its GDP annually. 
This is on top of high youth unemployment, 
with 12 million young people entering the 
labour force annually,with only three mil­
lionjobs created. 

There's also geopolitical marginalisa­
tion: In a world increasingly shaped by dig­
ital governance, artificial intelligence, and 
climate diplomacy;Africa risks being side­
lined. Without a unified voice, the conti-

nent will continue to be excluded from crit­
ical global negotiations and decision-mak­
ing platforms, 

Uganda, often seen as a bellwether for East 
Africa, embodies both the promise and per­
il of the continent. The economy is grow­
ing by 6,3 percent in FY2024/25, one of the 
highest in the region, Ii1flation is under con­
trol at 3,5 percent, and the country is invest­
ing in infrastructure and oil production.Be­
neath the surface, deep fissures remain.Pub­
lic debt has risen to 52.4 percent ofGDp,rais­
ing concerns about fiscal sustainability. 

Youth unemployment remains high, with 
over 70 percent of the population under 30 
years, Corruption continues to erode pub­
lic trust, with Uganda ranking 142 out of 180 
on Transparency International's Corrup­
tion Perceptions Index,Political polarisa­
tion and ethnic divisions threaten nation­
al cohesion. 

Uganda's upcoming general elections in 
2026 offer a critical opportunity to reset 
the national agenda,Politicalleadets must 
move beyond vote-buying and divisive rhet­
oric, They must articulate a vision for uni­
ty,inclusion,and'national development. 
This means political leaders must promote 
peaceful, credible elections; encourage di­
alogue across political and ethnic lines; in­
vest in youth employment and education; 
strengthen institutions to fight corruption 
and embrace pan-African cooperation as a 
strategic imperative, 

Elections should not be about personali­
ties or patronage but about values, vision, 
and the future of the nation. The 21St Cen­
tury will not be kind to the fragmented.As 
global alliances sirift and transactionaldi­
plomacy becomes the norrn,Africa must • 
choose, unite and shape its destiny, or re­
main divided and be shaped by others, 

Uganda, as a young and dynamic nation, 
can lead by example,By prioritising peace­
ful elections,inclusive governance, and na­
tional dialogue, it can become a beacon Qfft 
unity in a continent yearning for cohesion. 
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