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For the first time, 
President Museveni 
has di'rected the Prime 
Minister, Ms Robinah 
Nabbanja, and the 
Attorney General to 
coordinate activities for 
both the Kony war and 
the Ombaci massacre 
victims to ensure they 
are paid ex-gratia. 

Govt to pay west Nile-_ IJA. KGIlOU~O ~ . _ .. "'-, 
.:. -'.~:::: "'" ~ . ~~~~:;- ... :. ~.;::if " " '-: i 
The crisis began-on O~tbber .3 
7,1980, when UNLF troops 
withdrew from West Nile due _ 
t.o fears .ofanJnvilsi.on bythe 
Ugaoda ~atibnaiRescue Front 
(UNRR)a:hd remnants·.ofthe war victims~ rmally 

. f.ormer Uganda Army based in 

BY CLEMENT ALUMA 
& FELIX WAROM OKELLO 

W
ednesday, June 24, 1981, re­
mains a dark moment in the 
history of the people of West 
Nile, who faced the wrath ofre­

venge attacks. 
The attack occurred dur­

ing lunchtime while many peo­
ple were still in their gardens. 
At the time, insecurity after the fall of 
President Idi Amin had already created 
widespread fear and uncertainty. 

By 1981, word circulated that gueril­
la fighters had camped at Orilbaci Col­
lege in Arua District and were plan­
ning to attack government soldiers. In a 
pre-emptive move, the army ransacked 
the cc;>llege and killed about 200 people. Gulu Archbish.oP Emeritus J.ohn Baptist Odama (left fron9 blesses .one .of the graves .of victims .of the Ombaci Massa-

cre in Arua District in 2016. PHOTO/FELIX WAROM OKELLO. • ..', . 

Sudan. . '. .. .. , 
This withdrawal c~at~d a . -­
security vacuum thatsparl<ed· 
c.onflict in which d.ozens .of 
students were massacred, 
and hundreds .of residents. 
took refuge at Ombaci C.olj~ge . 
under the protecti.on .of Italian 
headmaster Fer Mich UnQ MarcQ 
(RIP). 
After the fall Qfldi Amin in 1979, 
himselfa native Qfthe regiQn, 
Om.baci became the scene .of a >~. 
bJ.oody massacre. 
Meanwhile, during the Kony War, 
several traders and passengers· 
were killed in brutal ambushes 
.on Karuma R.oad, especially in 
the Murchis.on Falls NatiQnal 
P.ark. LRA rebels bumed many 
buses and private cars, and . 
numer.ous passengers were 
abducted, S9me nevertQ be 
seen again. 

Both iocals and some soldiers who 
were killed were buried in a mass grave 
within the Oinbaci mission grounds, 
just outside StJoseph's College Ombaci. 

many victims who lost businesses, vehi- . 
cles, and prpperty have never received 
government compensatioI1-

Obote sought to clarify government ~ 
allegations that UPC was responsibn:­
for the Ombaci massacre. Flanked by 
UPC's Mr Chris Opoka Okumu, she 
accused Museveni's Uganda National 

SamuelOndoma of Alaka & Company : 1990S and 2005. Liberation Army (UNLA) troops of 
Advoeates,welcomedthemove. ~ They number over 1,000 and have openingfireoncivilianswhohadtaken 

Many victims w~ killed in Dorm D, 
which later came to be known as the 

• "Dormitory ofDeath."The killings also 
· carried politkahmdertones. . 

Since then, survivors and families of 
those killed d11l"iD.g the mass~cre have 

· been- seeking compensation and jus­
tice, but to no avail. Some survivors 

, have<since di~d without J:eceivi!lg any 
support. ." ._ 

"Although it is not logical for the gov­
ernment to take responsibility for ac­
tions that happen during wars-or any 
insurgency, they can be considered for 
ex-gratia payment. The said payment 

¥ will supplement other government ef­
forts geared towards household in-

· comes,"the letter reads in part. 
It continues: "In view of the above, I. 

therefore: direct that you coordinate 
the relevant government ministrieS" 

; such as the Attorney General's Office,. 

"We are grateful that after almost 20 ~ been demanding more than Shs99 b. refuge in a building at Ombaci College. 
years, people are beginning to sense : Actual compensation is yet to be Sheargued that Museveni must beheld 
that this money is finally coming, and l implemented. accountable, as he held a top position:in 
it is badly needed, as the President : In a related development, the the Military Commission at the time. 
says. This money will supplement ~ President also directed the Prime In an earlier interview, a Uganda Red 
government efIorts to improve : Minister to coordinate relevant offices Cross volunteer, Mr Richard Ferua, 
household income because these were :. to ensure victims of the 1981 Ombaci, , expl~ed that the conflict escalated 
businessmen and women whose goods : Muni, and Ringili massacres are also t on October 7,1980, when the Uganda 
and ntoney were looted," Mr Ondoma :.- paid ex-gratia. . National Liberation Front (UNLF) 
says. _. : TheAyivu East Member of Parliament, high command orctered its troops in 

He adds that what the victims need ~. Mr Geoffrey Feta, Who is copied in the West Nile to make a "premeditated 
now is a minimal income base to :~ Presidenfsletter, saysj:heresponsibility withdrawal"fromtheregion. 

Now, however, there is a sigh of relief. 
For the first time, President Mtiseveni . 

-has directed the Prime Minisfur,lylS Ro­
: bifiah NabbarUa, and the AttorneY Gen­
-eral to coordinate activities forboth'the 
: KlInywar aildllJ~mbaci~yic-· 

restore their lives. : now lies with the Prime Minister to "We managed to bury 260 people in 
The victims are those who suffered ~. summon a meeting for the affected mass graves. This was basically a war 

during the LRA ins)Jrgency in Uganda, r persons. He advises victims to get of revenge between the former Uganda 
mostly traders and transporters, who ~ organised ahead of her intervention. National Army of Amin and the WLA 
lost property. and-money along the ~ During the 2006 campaigns, former of Milton Obote. The war was driven 
Karuma-Pahvach highway when ; Uganda Peoples Congress (UPC) party mainly by revenge after the disputed 
rebels attacked them between the l presidential flag bearer Miria Kalule 1980 elections,"Mr Ferua says. 

· Ministry oIDefe1}ce, and Ministry ofFi- · 
nance, Planning.and Economic DeveF 

tims-to ensurethey are-paid ex-gratia.~ 
In a letter dated October 27,addressed 

to the PIDne Minister, the President says 

· opment, t(f verify the claimants 'and' 
make an ex:gratial'aymene 

Following the directive, the lawyer for 
the Xony War Victims Association, Mr 
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Govt launches guidelipes for dis~bled ch~dren 
BY BARBR.c\ NALWEYISO . 

MUBENDE.The govetnment 
has rolled out new national 
guide1ines on disability iriclu­
sion in child' protection. This 
sweeping policy reform, offi­
cials say, will strengthen the 
safety and welfare of children 
with disabilities. 

Speaking during national cel­
ebrations to mark the Interna­
tional Day of Persons witl;l Disa­
bilities (PWDs) in Mubende Dis­
trict on Wednesday, Prime Min­
ister Robinllh Nabbanja: who 
represented President Musev­
eni,said the government has in­
vested heavily in efforts to re­
duce the number of children 
born with disabilities. , 

The new framework is de- l 
signed to guide government 
ministries, communities and 
families in safeguard:ill~'Tand' 
supporting children with disa-

bilities. Uriderthe arrangement, 
families caring for children 
with severe disabilities will re­
ceive .ShS100,OOO per month 
to ease the financial burden of 
specialised care. 
In President Museveni's 

speech, which was delivered 
byMs Nabbanja,hesaid several 
disabling conditions,many still 
poorly understood;continue to 
emerge among children, under­
scoring the need for sustained 
scientific research to uncover 
and prevent their root causes. 

This years celebrations were 
held under the theme "Wealth 
creation programmes: A key to 
socio-economic empowerment 
for persons with disabilities," 
a reminder of both Uganda's 
strides and the persistent bar­
riers facing millions of citizens 
with disabilities. r 

President Muse\lgfu"'~d disa­
bility prevalence has consider-

ably declined, dropping to 3.4 
percent for severe disabilities 
and 13.2 percent for less severe 
forms. He outlined four priority -
areas he considers essential for 
further progress: prevention of 
disability, early rehabilitation, 
socio-economic empowerment 
of perso.ns with disabilities, 
and strict adherence to affirm­

, ative action policies, including 
, the National Resistance Move-
, ment's four-acre model. 
. At the same event, Mr Yona 
: Waswa, the chairperson of the 
: National Council for Persons 
~ with Disabilities, reported that 
: employment of persons with 
, disabilities remains critically 

low, leaving many unable to im­
prove their livelihoods: 

Unicef Country Representa­
tive Robin Nandi commended 
Uganda for establishing legal 
andpolic1frlUU~wo~to~~ 
teet theTights ofPWDs. 

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
TEACHINO POSITIONS 
Greenhill Schools-comprising Greenhill Academy Kibuli. Greenhill Primary School 
Buwaate. and the newly established Greenhill International School-has grown for 
over 30 years Into one of Uganda's most trusted and respected education 
institutions. Guided by strong Christian values. our schools provide a nurturing 
environment where' learners excel academically. develop strong character. and 
engage in a rich co-curricular programme. . 

We are seeking qualified and committed teachers to join our teams across Nursery. Primary, and Secondary 
sections in Kibuli and Buwaate. This is an opportunity to work in a school that values holistic development. 
learner potential. and academic excellence, 

Positions Available: Minimum Requirements: 
• Nursery Teachers 
• Primary Teachers (All Subjects) 
• Secondary Teachers (All Subjects) 

HOW TO APPLY: 

• Bachelor's Degree in Education (EeD for Nursery) and valid teaching 
certification. 

• Strong Englisnproficiency and alignment with the school's values. 
· 3 years' teaching experience and basic computer skills (MS Word. 

Excel and PowerPoint) are an added advantage, 

SUbmit one merged PDf (application letter. CV with 3 ref.erees. and. salarihistOlY! to: 
~.ae.ug. . 
Deadlifte: 20th December202S < H 

O~1y shortIistecI candidates will be.contacted. C • ..t#A •• J lJ.liwII ~11]":':d . 
.(;-,. EuII ~valJab1e at: www.greenhiliacademY~:::)l;:)~.FI.: y,nW~~ I 'N . 


