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Villagers raised the 
alarm after a foul smell 
exposed a clandestine 
prayer gathering. 

BY JESSICA SABANO 

S
hock has gripped residents ofBu­
tinindi Village in Mukono District 
after a group of worshippers kept 
the body of a 26-year-old man in7 

side a house for almost C\. week, praying 
and fa$ting in the belief that he would 
rise from the dead. 

The deceased, Ashe Segawa,reported­
ly died six days earlier following a long 
illness. Instead of notifying authori­
ties, his family and fellow sect mem­
bers locked the body inside a room 
and began a seven-day· prayer ritu­
al, convinced a resurrection miracle 
would occur. 

The incident came to light when vil­
lagers noticed a foul smell drifting 
from the roadside home and alerted 10-
cal leaders. 

Segawa's brother, Mr Abbey Kafee­
ro, told Daily Monitorthat the group's 
leader, a self-styled prophetess, had 
been visiting the home daily to pray 
over the body. 

He said the"prophetess"assured th~ 
Segawa would rise on the seventh day 
but disappeared when police arrived~ 

Mr Kafeero further claimed that the 
"prophet" had previously blocked the 
family from taking Segawa to hospital 
even as his condition deteriorated. 

"She forced au ofus to fast and pray 
for him. He was not allowed to eat even 
when he was very sick,"Mr Kafeero Said. 

He added:"When he died, she told us 
not to inform the community or rel­
ativ~s because she was going to-resur­
recthim." 

When authorities entered the house, 
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Family prays for a week 
in· bid to resurrect body 

The place of worship in Butinindi Village, Mukono District, where residents found the decomposing body of a 26-year-
old man. PHOTO/JESSICA SABANO . / 

they found Segawa's body in an ad­
vanced state of decomposition and the 
home in a disturbing state offilth. 

"We were shocked by the level of dirt 
and the smell,"said one of the residents 
who first raised the alarm. 

The resident added:~e had warned 

the chairman days ago when we no­
ticed·somethingwas wrong," 

Villagers accused the sect of danger­
ous practices, saying members are dis­
couraged from working or seeking 
medical treatment, with leaders insist­
ing that "Jesus will provide" for them. 

During a visit to the group's make­
shift place of worship, residents found 
another critically ill man lying on the 
floor as worshippers prayed around 
him. Witnesses said he had been de­
nied medical care. 

Butinindi Village chairperson Peter 

, 

'

The false promise. 
She [self-styled 
prophetess] forced all 

of us to fast and pray for 
him. He was not allowed 

to eat even when he was very sick; 
when he died, she told us not to 
inform the community or relatives 
because she .was going to resurrect 
him," Abbey Kafeero, brother of 

. the deceased 

-
Kayiira condemned the sect's actions ; 
and promised immediate action. 

"We will ensure the sick man is taken 
to the hospital and that his family is in­
formed. What has happened here is un­
acceptable," Mr Kayiira said. 

He also criticised the rise in unregulat­
ed religious groups exploiting vulnera­
ble communities and called for strong­
er oversight to prevent similar tragedies. 
Mr Michael Kyazze, the lead pastor at 

Omega Healing Centre and president of 
the Coalition of Pentecostal Evangelicals, 
said the country's social and economic 
pressures have made people more v:uI-
nerable to exploitation. . 

He urged believers to scrutinise new re­
ligious leaders before submitting to their 
influence. 

Police have since arrested the de­
ceased's mother, Mary Nakalanzi, alo~ 
with sevenil. relatives and sect members. 
Authorities are searching for the proph­
etess, who is believed to have gone into 
hiding. 
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BY SYLVIA NAMAGEMBE 
& DERRICK WANDERA 

KAMPALA. The government has cau­
tioned that continued misuse of on­
line platforms to spread misinforma­
tion, hate speech, and Artificial Intelli­
gence (AI)-gene~ted distortions could 
prompt restrictions or even temporary . 
shutdowns. , 

2026 polls: Govt thfeatensto shutdown social media 

The Uganda Communications Com- . 
mission (VeC), the country's commu­
nications regulator, said while no offi­
cial decision has been made, the behav­
iour of users will determine the course 
of action. . 

Mr Abudu Sallam Waiswa, the head of 
Litigation,Prosecution, and Legal Advi­
sory at uec, urged Ugandans to take re-. 
sponsibility for reporting harmful con­
tent. 

"There is no governnient position yet 
that the Internet will be shut down be­
fore or during elections. Internet shut-

downs are caused by circumstances I 
and us as usefs. So, all ofus should com- , 
mit to be responsible users so that there 
will be no need to look at the Internet 
as a security threat to the peace and se­
curity of all Ugandans,~he said. . 

Mr Waiswa added: "If you see anybody 
misusing the Internet, falsifying infor­
mation, sharing pictures that are not 
palatable, sharing information that you 
know is fictitious, please call that per­
son to order,even before UCC or govern­
ment does,and there will be no need to 
restrict its use or even suspend it." 

Speaking at a joint press briefing with 
election stakeholders in Kampala yes­
terday; the uec official highlighted the 
growing challenges posed by AI, not­
ing that Uganct.l. currently has no spe­
cific AI law. 

-----'".- THE ----...;... 

GARDENS 

COUNTING THE COST 

According to T0P10VPN, 
Uganda lost Shs390 billion in 
2021 due to Intemet restrictions, 
ranking fifth globally in terms of 
economic impact. 

However,Mr Waiswa said existing leg­
islation, including the Computer Mis­
use Act, can be applied to penalise any­
one using technology to spread hate or 
destabilising content. 

He cited prior engagements with Face­
book (now Meta) as an example of the 
difficulties in regulating global plat· 
forms. 

"We have many laws that reprimand 
anybody misusing communication 
platforms and technologies, including 
AI. If you use technology to share an­
ything that amounts to hate speech, 
that's an offence,"Mr Waiswa said. 

He explained that previous com­
plaints to Facebook from Ugandans, in­
cluding fraud and defamation cases, 
were often ignored or met with brief 
responses, with the platform clciimi.ng 
the content did not violate its commu­
nity standards. -

"Those standards are not Ugandan 
laws and cannot override our sovereign 
right to regulate communications,"Mr 
Waiswa added. 

Facebook was suspended in Uganda 
in 2021, when it had about 1.9 million 
users, though UCC estimates around 1.5 

million still access it via VPNs. 
Mr Waiswa warned that VPN users re­

main visible to regulators and account­
able for illegal online behaviour. 

He stressed that ongoing engagement 
with the platform could lead to its res­
toration once concerns are addressed. 

Mr Richard Kamugisha Baabo, 
the acting secretary of the Electoral 
Commission, said African Union 
member states met in PortO-NOVO, 
Benin, last year to discuss online 
platform abuse. 

He noted that executives from Google, 
Meta, X (formerly Twitter), and TikTok 
attended the meeting. 

"We appreciated their inventions and 
creativity; but we asked why they had 
notput mechanisms. to regulate their 
platforms,"Mr Baabo stated. 

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
AVAILABLE FOR SALE 

CONTACT US: .256-755-555-009 

0_ Nationwide Properties (U) Ltd. 
100-114 Butablka Road P . O Box 838 ;: 

'RoYAL PALMS - --

Kampala-Uganda 
Emall;sales@property.co.ug­

www.natlonwldeug.com 
NATJDHwtDE 
P"OPE..RTtES 


