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Special Report 

Some children 
whowereaf­
fected by floods 
navigate their 
way to school. 
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How children are 
J ~ 

fighting against 
cliInate change 
Talia Birungi Kandole 
has since April 2024 
planted 251,000 fruit 
and indigenous trees 
in schools, hospitals, 
national parks, and 
refugee settlements. 
Through the One Mil­
lion Trees Campaign, 
a movement, led by 
children, Kandole and 
friends plan to plant 
more than one million 
trees; writes David 
Walugembe. 

A
s Uganda addresses the effects of ; idea to plant one million trees across 
climate. change, as stipu)ated in : Uganda to save the environment," she 
the Nabonal Development Plan : says. 
(NDP) ill, it is worth noting that : With sheer determination and a 

these are not just distant threats. TheY ; heart full ofhope,Kandole, who was a 
are the harsh realities that are shaping ~ Primary Six pupil,got to work. 
the lives of millions of children. ; Today, she has planted 251,000 

Extreme weather conditions such as : fruit and indigenous trees in schools, 
prolonged droughts, landslides, and : hospitals, national parks, and refugee 
severe flash floods have become more ' settlements. She has also distributed 
frecwent, affecting children's right : tree seedlings during festivals, 
to education, shelter, safety, and play. : marathons, and church gatherings. 
These conditions have been l;lrought : "While planting trees in the refugee 
about by extensive deforestation, ; settlements, I observed that several 
heavy reliance on biomass energy, : children lack the money to buy 
and encroachment on wetlands and ; food. At least now, they can eat the 
other protected areas. : nutritious fruits from the trees we 

The One Million Trees Campaign is : planted," she notes. 
now a beacon of hope. ' The 11-year-old calls on Ugandans to 

The movement, led by children, ; embrace plastic recycling to combat 
is driven by resilience and • pollution and flooding, and calls on 
determination to reclaim the ' the government to enact strict laws 
environment. : against littering. 
In April 2024, Talia Birungi Kandole ; "I urge schools and communities 

woke up to silence, where once birds : to embrace tree planting. The policy 
had chirped in the vibrant green ' makers should continue to make 
vegetationnearherhomeinKabarole ; room for children's voices when 
District. . making decisions to combat climate 

"I was really hurt. I wanted to write : change because the children are the 
a letter to President Yoweri Museveni ones who will live in the future," she 
asking him to restore our forest, but . says. 
mymotherstoppedme.Then,Igotan . Kandole's passion for the 

J 

. ,. 
SUNDAY MONITOR I DECEMBER 7,2025 

www.monitor.co.ug 

Talia Birungi Kandole, the proprietor of the One Million Tree Planting Cam­
paign urges schools and communities to embrace tree planting. 

;, environment has seen her attend 
. a number of conferences, such as 
, the All Pension Africa Summit 2025 
: in Kampala, where she delivered 
. a keynote address on green 
investments that impact the future of 

children, the Africa Climate Summit 
2025 in Addis Ababa, the Pearl of 
Africa Tourism Expo, and the Annual 
Green Festival 2025, among others. 
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