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Chairman of the Indian Association ganda, Paresh Mehta on business: "Take courage and be determined to start something ' 
even when the business road seems not to be smooth. Success comes to those who dare to start something and work hard towards achieving their 
desired economic status." .. ~.~ 

EDITORIAL 

Cater for the needs of PWDs 

Persons witdl disabilities in Uganda still face a host of chal-
. lenges,despite the existence oflaws that protect their rights. 

According to the Uganda National Population and Housing 
Census 2024 report, 5.5 million (13.2 percent) of the popula­

tion are persons with disabilities (PWDs). 
Of the 5.5 million PWDs, 3 million are female, while 2.4 million 

are·male. 
However, despite tJJ.e Persons with Disabilities Act (2020), the 

Building Control Act, and the Constitution guaranteeing rights of 
PWDs in the country, these laws are not properly implemented, 
leaving PWDs marginalised and treated as second-class citizens. 

The law stipulates that all public buildings should be eaiily ac­
cessible to PWDs. These buildings should have ramps and lifts to 
ensure accessibility by PWDs, but this rule is barely observed. 

- . Furthermore, many public buildings have sanitary amenities 
that are not suitable for use by PWDs. 

PWDs still face rampant discrimination when it comes to em­
ployment, with potential employers denying tbemjob opportu­
nities despite the fact that they possess the academic qualifica­

tions and technical know-how to ex­
ecute duties. 

The issue: 
People with disabilities 
Our view: 
We call upon the 
government to 
implement the law to 
enable PWDs thrive 
in the country. All 
public buildings must 
be easily accessible to 
PWDs and proprietors 
of buildings who 
disregard the law must 
be penalised. 
The government must 
ensure that PWDs 
who are qualified are 
not discriminated 
against in' the job 
recruitment process. 

Several barriers also stand in the 
way ofPWDs attempts to be educat-. 
ed and secure their futures. Many 
PWDs are too poor to afford devices 
such as braille, hearing aid, among 
others. 
Furthermore, special needs 

sc1)ools are few in Uganda. The 
few available special needs schools 
have a shortage of qualified teach­
ers, and there is also a shortage of 
equipment to aid in the impart­
ment of knowledge to these PWD 
learners. 

Some misguided parents also dis­
criminate against their children 
with disabilities, denying them an 
e'pucation. 

As a result of these hurdles, many 
PWDs end up relegated to menial, 
low-payingjobs while others are re­
duced to begging. 

Some PWDs requjre devices such 
as wheelchairs and crutches to aid 
their mobility. However, the cost of 
this equipment is prohibitive for 

some PWDs, curtailing their movement. 
We call upon the government to implement the law to enable 

PWDs thrive in the country. All public buildings must be easily ac­
cessible to PWDs and proprietors of buildings who disregard the 
law must be penalised. 

The government must ensure that PWDs who are qualified are 
not discriminated against in thejob recruitment process. 

Furthermore parents must be sensitised to take their children 
with disability to school to secure their future . . 

The authorities should also build more special needs schools 
and ensure that these schools are fully equipped with the. re­
quired tools such as braille. More special needs teachers should be 
trained to improve the education given to PWDs. 

The government should also consider subsidising the cost of 
devices such as hearing aid, crutches and wheelclIairs to enable 
poor PWDs acquire them. 

Our comIS",,, to,.. 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit of the truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news 
gathering and decision-making. . 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel that we 
have fallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 

Cartoon. Kawemp_e Ma9.i~trates Court ordered Luzira Prison to submit a detailed medical report on 
National Unity Platform (NUP) supporter Saudah Madaada 
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Abortion: Our constitution leaves 
girls unprotected. The results are fatal 

R 
ecen~whileperusingtheDailyMon­
itorofNovember 18,2025,1 came 
across an article on page 25 written by 
Olivier Mukaaya, titled "Abortion cri­
sis as girls turn to unsafe practices." 

As I read it ~wordforword, 
I found myself tearing up as I reflected on 
what the l!ryeaN~ld girl in the story went 
through. She had already endured the trau­
ma of sexual assault. When she later discov­
ered she was pregnant, fear, shame and the 
weight of that experience overwhelmed her. 

She needed support,access to information, 
counselling, and a safe place to seek help. 
ButinherruralcommunityinNamisindwa 
District,none of those systems existed "With 
nowheretoturn,she sought the help ofa 
traditional healer who gave her a mixture of 
bitter herbs,hoping it would end her preg­
nancy. The situation went terribly wrong, 

. and she lost her life. 
. Her death was preventable. With prop-
er information, access to health services, 
or even clearer legal guidance on how such 
complex situationS should be handled,her 
story could have ended differently.Jnstead, 
she became one of the countless young 
women caught at the intersection of silence, 
stigma, and a law whose ambiguity leaves 
many unsure of where to seek safe help. 

Despite significant reductions in preg­
nancy-related deaths over the past decade 
in Uganda; from 524 deaths per 100,000 
live births in the 2000-01, to 189 deaths per 
100,000 live births in 2022,the high number 
of maternal deaths remains a public health 
challenge. 

A 2019 report by the Ugandan Ministry of 
Health shows that abortion related compli­
cations accounted for 5percent ofmarer­
naldeaths. 

Uganda's legal framework on abortion sits 
at one of the most delicate intersections be­
tween constitutional interpretation,pub­
lic health, and social morality.Article 22(2) 

Unsafe abortions are 
claiming the lives of 
our'daughters, sisters, 
and students, not be­
cause the law forbids it, 
but because the 
law is unclear 
and society is 
silent. 

of the Constitution states: "No person has 
the right to terminate the life of an.unborn 
child except as may be authorised by law." 

On paper, this clause appears to create 
room for exceptions. In practice,however, 
the law does not clearly spell out which dr­
cumstances"authorise"termination,leav­
ing both health workers and women navi­
gating a confusing and often frightening Ie­
gal landscape. 

The Penal Code, drafted nearly a century 
ago,criminalises abortion in broad terms, 
with limited exceptions for saving the life 
of a pregnant woman. Yet neither the Penal 
Code nor the Constitution provides a clear 
definition ofwhat"saving a woman's life" 
means, or whether threats to her health, 
mental well-being, or survival beyond the 
immediate medical emergency qualify.As 
a result,interpretation is left to individual 
health workers,police officers,and commu­
nity influencers,many of whom lack legal 
clarity themselves. 

This ambiguity was at the heart of the re­
cent COnstitutional Court ruling which up-

held Uganda's abortionlaws,reaffi.nning 
the criminalisation of abortion while ac­
knowledgingthat licensed medical profes­
sionals may intervene to save a woman's 
life. While the ruling maintained the status 
quo,it also reignited a long-standing debate: 
lfthe law allows life-saving abortion, why 
are so many women still dying from unsafe 
procedures? . 

The answer lies in the gap between what 
the law technically allows and what people 
actually understand it to allOw. Legal am­
biguity fuels fear; fear among health work­
ers who hesitate to provide care,fear among 
women who avoid hospitals due to possible 
arrest, and fear among communities that 
lack clear,factual information about their 
rights and options. • 

This is the fear that pushed the l!ryear-old 
girl in Namisindwa into the hands of a tra­
ditional healer instead of a qualified health 
professional.It is the same fear that drives 
thousands of young women underground, 
seeking help from unsafe providers because 
the health system appears hostile,judgmen­
tal, or even dangerous. 

The tragedy is that the Constitution's si­
lence does not stop abortions; it only drives 
them out of sight. And when critical health 
services becomea matter of guesswork,it is 
the poorest, youngest, and most vulnerable 
who paywith their lives. 

Uganda has the knowledge, the data, and 
the health infrastructure needed to prevent 
such deaths. What remains is the courage 
to confront the uncomfortable reality: un­
safe abortions are claiming the lives of our 
daughters,sisters, and students,not because 
the law forbids it, but because the law is un­
clear and society is silent. 

Moses Paul Odongo Is a public health 
expert and executive direc tor of Family 
Medical Point. 
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