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Byakagaba COllles under rIre over 
The police has been 
accused of escort ing 
armed gangs and look­
ing on as t he goons at­
t acked NUP supporters 
with bottles, stones, and 
sticks in Gulu, 

BY ANDREWBAGALA 

... . " 

A week ago, IGP Byakagaba acknowl­
edged they were working with the mili­
tary in these campaigns. 

"Under the Constitution, the police 
are charged with the protection of life 
and property in partnership with other 
security agencies and the general pub­
lic,"IGP Byakagaba said at a press con­
ference as he justified the presence of 
soldiers in police operations, 

"That explains why when we are act­
ing, in our backs there are other securi­
ty agencies." 

The police accuse the NUP supporters 

T
he Inspector General of Police of holding processions in bllSY streets 
(IGP), Mr Abas Byakagaba, who is and roads, which they say affect traf-
overseeing the first general elec- fic and other activities. To the contra-
tion in his tenure, has come un- ry, supporters of the ruling NRM party 

der pressure from several quarters for have been holding processions within 
not enforcing policing standards as vi- urban areas with the police seen escort-
'olence continues to rise. ing them. 

The turning point of the violence The violent acts targeting the Opposi-
came on Saturday in Gulu City when tion have also raised concerns with the 
National Unity Platform (NUP) party United Nations. 
supporters and their leaders were Last week, the United Nations Human 
attacked by goons and both uniformed Rights chief Volker TUrk said in a state-
and plain-clothed security personnel. ment that it is regrettable that the elec-
The police officers were also accused tion campaigns have once again been 

of escorting armed gangs and marked by "widespread arbitrary ar-
looking on as the goons attacked NUP rests, detentions and the use of un-
supporters with bottles, stones, and Police tire teargas to disperse supporters of National Unity Platform presidential candidate Robert Kyagulanyi, alias necessary or disproportionate force 
sticks. " Bobi Wine, as he campaigned in Nakawa in Kampala on Monday. PHOTO/~BUBAKER LUBOWA against the opposition, as well as undue-

Freviously, IGP Byakagaba had restriction of press freedorn." 
insisted that the NUP leadership Ms Wangadya also asked the IGP to ot happy. On the same day, the spokesman of "The Ugandan authorities must halt 
and supporters do not follow the set , detail the actions that the police intend The Commission calls the Uganda Police Force, Mr Kituu- , all violence against the media and the 
electoral guidelines on 'campaign [ to take to ensure that "high-handed use on the Uganda Police ma Rusoke, said they had received re- ' opposition and act fully in accordance 
procession. ' offorce against civilians exercising their Force to investigate ports of"some officers caning civilians," with their obligations under interna-

But other government agencies, : rights to participate meaningfully in the circumstances which he said were regrettable,undesir- tionalhuman rights law,"MrTiirk said. 
including the Electoral Commission , the democratic affairs of the country that led t o Sat urday's able, and unfortunate. In September this year,the Minister of 
(EC), and Uganda Human Rights ; doesn't happen again." confrontation and "At the same time, our personnel are Justice and Constitutional Affairs, Mr 
Commission (UHRC) have condemned : The EC chairman, Justice Simon ensure those res- reminded to always exercise their pow- Norbert Mao, warned that they would 
the attacks on NUP leaders and their : Byabakama, described the violent ponsible are subjec- ers within lawful and acceptable lim' not allow processions in the election 
supporters in GuluCity. incidents "surrounding candidate ted to the full force of the law. The its. Any actions found to be inconsist- campaigns, and they would deal with 

The most recent incident prompted Robert Kyagulanyi Ssentamu's Commission further calls on law entwithagreedstandardsofbehaviour anyone who didn'tfollowtheir stand-
the chairperson of the Uganda Human campaign rally while in Gulu" as enforcement agencies to exercise will be investigated, and appropriate ards. 
Rights Commission, Ms Mariam unfortunate and uncalled for. reStraint and use proportionate. action taken against any officer found "The elections are going to be peace-
Wangadya, to task IGP Byakagaba to "The Commission calls on the lawful, and humane means while responsible,"Mr Rusoke said. ful. There will be no processions. There 
institute an immediate investigation. Uganda Police Force to investigate the enforcing compliance with electo- Although NUP supporters were at- will be no ggaall (processions). You will 

"This is, therefore, to require an circumstances that led to Saturday's rallaws and guidelines. tacked and their vehicles and public ad- announce where your rally is and drive 
immediate investigation into what ; confrontation and ensure those - Justice Simon Byabakama, EC dress system destroyed by the goons,no there straight. If the people are there, 
happened in Gulu City on 6th : responsible are subjected to the full chairman. • suspecthasbeenarrestedsofaramong theywilllistentoyou,andthenyouwill 
December, 2025, and to further require ~ ,force of the law. The Commission [ the police and military team that con- go home. Then on Election Day, people 
an explanation of the actions of the [ further calls on law enforcement The EC boss asserted that a duly : fronted Bobi Wme and his supporters. will vote. This is going to be the quiet-
police. In addition, we demand to know ' agencies to exercise restraint and use nominated presidential candidate is : The same security team has been trail- est election you have ever seen in the 
what steps you have taken to bring proportionate, lawful, and humane free to traverse any part of Uganda to ; ing Bobi Wine and arresting his sup- world. It is going to be so quiet. And 
~ulprits involved in this incident means while enforcing compliance campaign, "provided he or she is acting ; porters on allegations of violating elec- those who don't. want it to be quiet will 
to justice,".t'eads Ms Wangadya's letter with electoral laws and guidelines," [ in line with the law and guidelines : toral guidelines since the campaigns be made quiet,"Mr Mao said. 
dated December 7, Justice Byabakama wrote on Monday. [ issued by the EC." kicked off at the end of September: President Museveni, who is IGP Byak-
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BY JAMES OWICH 

GULU. A 16-year-old student has suc­
cumbed to injuries he sustained after 

16-year-old dies after attack at NUP rally at Bar Awere grounds in Gulu City. He 
entered Gulu City through Gulu-Kit­
gum Road via Unyama after'reaching 
the Bank of Uganda junction. He defied 

being attacked by criminal gangs at Aw- narrated. 
ere Sports Ground in Bar-Dege-Layibi "If I had known that he was never go-
Division in Gulu City at the weekend. ing to come back to me alive, I would 

Leon Joshua Otim was attending a have done everything possible to stop 
campaign rally for the National Unity him,"she added. 
Platform (NUP) presidential candidate Ms Abalo said her son fought for his 
Robert Kyagulanyi, alias Bobi Wine, life until Tuesday afternoon at around 
when he was hit on the head with a 2pm, when all the vital organs stopped 
blunt object. working. 

He died from a brain haemorrhage Otim died three days after returning 
yesterday afternoon at St Mary's Hospi- home from school. He was a student at 
tal Lacor at around 2pm yesterday fol- Excel High School in Mukono. 
lowing a three-day coma. His mother said he was a brilliant and 

Ms Margret Abalo, Otim's mother, said obedient child who listened to advice. 

Tragic. 
I am In pain but I don't 
want my son's death 
to be used for political 
purposes. I don't want 
politicians to use his 
death as a tool for 
a campaign. I want 
the m to allow us to 

mourn our loss. I am still in pain, I 
want them to understand that. 
- Ms Margret Abato, Otim's 

on the fateful day,her son left home be- "I am in pain but I don't wantmy son's ; "The death of my son reminds me of 
tween 4:30pm and 5prn. death to be used for political purposes. ' the death ofhis father,my husband. Ev-

"He told me that he was going to .' I don't want politicians to uSe his death ; ersincehedied,Iamstillsearchingfor 
attend a campaign rally at Awere·: as a toolfor a campaign. I want them to [ answers,"she adds. 
Grounds. J advised him against it l?e- , allow us to mourn our loss. I am still in · Her husband, the late Col Justine An­
cause I was worried about the volatile . pain, I want them to understand that," ywar, a senior Uganda People's Defence 
situation.. But be.jlS~J!d me that he L she said. ; Forces (upDF) comm~der"dje<tseven 
willhewe~~~eltljlfi)r'1': i}'Shenotedthatshedoesi\o~\j' ., ,QIearsago. 9 ' ~ JI IV .9 ~ ~ 
tunately, he did not make it~:~fb.if her son was killed. Otim's body has since been taken to 

Gulu Military Hospital Mortuary in Gu- the agreed route and decided to use the 
'lu City pending post-mortem. main street on foot, where he encoun-

Abalo said her son 's head was teredascufflewithofficersastheywere 
crushed,leaving him with little chance trying to plead with him to use the 
of survival. , agreedroute,"hesaid. 

By press time, no suspect had been ar- ; "However,he successfully managed to 
rested in connection to the incident. use the main street up to his rally ven-

Seven others were injured in the scuf- ue at around 1647hrs and addressed a 
fie. gathering of approximately 300 people 

The matter was reported at Gulu City : up to 1743hrs. After his address, he still 
Central Police Station.' ; defied the agreed route andjurnped in- ,," 

ASP David Ongom Mudong, the Aswa : to the main street to Kampala. There 
West Region Police spokesperson, when ; was some excitement as he was going, 
contacted, said the death of the student : which attracted the crowds in the mid­
has not yet been brought to his atten- : dle of the road, hence escalating a seuf­
tion. ; fle between his supporters and some 

ASP Mudong, however, said they are : unknown goons that gave them leew~\Y 
investigating theft cases tmder the gen- . to steal from civilians' shops, but police 
eral i.'1quiry file. responded and quelled the situation," 

"On December 6, 2025, Mr Robert , he adds. 
~gulanyi,aJias BobiWine.th~!'{atiQIl;-~; J. u .. _ 
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