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Prosecution accuses 
Makokha of knowing 
that Dr Kizza 8esigye in­
tended to commit trea­
son but did not report it 
to relevant authorities, 

PFF~s Makokha charged 
for not "reportil)g 8esigye 

BY JULIET KIGONGO 

A 
People's. Front for Freedom (PFF) 
parliamentary candidate for Bu: 
sia Municipality was yesterday ar­
raigned before the Nakawa Chief 

Magistrate's Court and charged with 
misprision of treason. 
. The offence stems from allegations 
that he failed to report information pur­
portedly linKed tb an alleged treason 
plot involving Opposition figure, Col 
(Rtd) Dr Kizza Besigye, who is apparently 
on remand overrelated charges. . 

Samuel Makokha, a 46-year-old busi­
nessman and politician residing in Ku­
lambiro, Nakawa Division, appeared 
before Chief Magistrate Allan Gakyalo, 
wherethe single Gharge was read to him. 

The prosecution indicates that"Samu­
el Makokha and others still at large be­
tween 2023 and 2024 at various places 
in Kampala, Busia and Kisumu in Ken­
ya, knowing that Col Rtd Dr Kizza Besi­
gye intended to commit treason, did not 
give information thereofwith all reason­
able disburse to theministeI;an acln$lis­
trative o~magiStrate or an officer.in 

. charge of a police station or use all rea­
sonable endeavours to prevent the com­
mission of treason". 
_ He denied the charge. . 

Prosecution, represented by Ms Mar­
iam Kuruthurn, standing in for Chief 
state Attorney Richard Birivumbuka,in­
formed the court that the investigations 
are still ongoing. 

She also said the state was not ready to 
respond to the suspect's bail application 
because the prosecuto~ who is in person­
al conduct of the matterwas absent 

"Yourworship,the state attOrney who is 
in personal contact with this matt.el;isin­
disposed. We, therefore, seek an adjourn­
ment, "Ms Kuruthum told the court 
Ai aresult,ChiefMagistrate Gakyalo de-

... . " 

Mr Samuel Makokha, People's Front for Freedom (P~ parliamentary candidate for Busia Municipality, appears in the 
dock at the Nakawa Chief Magistrate's Court in Kampala yesterday. PHOTO / ~BUBAKER LUBOWA 

dined to entertain the bail request and 
adjourned the matter to December 16. 
Mr Makokha was remanded to prison. 
Mr Makokha was arrested at Enteb­

be airport over three weeks ago while 
enroute to Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, for a 
meeting. 

He was arrested after he handed in his 
passport to Immigration, and it flashed 
red as a wanted person. 

Upon inquiring what crime he had 
committed, he was told he was still 
wanted in the earlier case of terrorism 
that involved then 36 Opposition Fo­
rum for Democratic Change (FDC) par-
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Mr Makokha's charge emerges 
from a wider investigation in . 
which Opposition political figures 
Dr Kizza Besigye, his aide 'Obeid 
tutaie, and Capt Denis Oola have 
been separately charged with 

..4treason or related offences. Dr 
'Besigye, a four-time presidential 
contender and founder of the 
PFF, was earlier this year charged 
with treason on allegations that 

he mobilised a nd organised 
campaigns ~med at overthrowing 
the government. 

He, along with his political 
aide, LutaJe, have since been 
incarcerated, following their 
arrest in Kenya's capital, Nairobi, 
late last year. 

The alleged plot spans multiple 
countries, including Geneva 
(Switzerland), Athens (Greece), 
Nairobi (Kenya), and Kampala 
City. 

ty members who had been arrested in Ki­
sumu,Kenya 

Along with his lawyer, despite Mr Ma­
kokha explaining to the security person­
nel that the said case had since been dis­
missed against them by the court due to 
want of prosecution, with their travel doc­
uments, including the passport, being re­
turned to them, they never listened but 
continued to hold him until yesterday 
when he was paraded before the courts of 
law. 
In July 2024, Makokha was part of a 

group of36 Ugandan nationals who were 
then subscnbing to the FDC. The were ar­
rested in Kisumu, Kenya, during a leader­
ship training session at the Ukweli Pasto­
ralCentre. 

The group had lawfully entered Kenya 
with proper immigration clearance. 
Howev~ on July 23, armed individuals 

allegedly comprising both Ugandan and 
Kenyan security personnel, raided their 
guest house, assaulted them, and forcibly 
deported them to Uganda 

They were charged with the grave charge 
of terrorism, with the state alleging they 
were involved in covert subversive activi­
ties. 

On October 31,2024,Justice Susan Okala­
ny granted bail to the accused,citingthe of­
fense's bailable nature and the substantial 
sureties presented, including FDC found­
er Dr Kizza Besigye. Each accused was re­
leased on a cash bail of Shs2 million, with 
travel restrictions impoSed. 

But in May,JUsticeDkalany warned the 
prosec).ltio~ to either bring evidence or 
prosecute the sUspects, or she would dis­
miss the charge, reasoning that they had 
spent more than six months on remand 
without trial, an omission which was 
against the spirit of a speedy trial as de­
manded by the Constitution. 

Indeed, Justice Okalany dismissed the 
terrorism charges and set the 36 free. 
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-B~~~::':::waClllef"'" S6 student jailed over malice against Museveni~ son 
istrilte's Court has sentenced a 2O-year­
old Senior Six student to six months in 
prison after he pleaded guilty to two 
counts of malicious information under 
the Computer Misuse Act 

. Edison Ssemugenyi, who was arrest­
ed while preparing for his final exami­
nations this y~appeared before Chief 
Magistrate Esther Nyadoi for sentenc­
ingyesterday. 

punished though not with a deter­
rent punishment as prayed for by the 
State because of what 1 have explained 
above,"she added. 

According to the prosecution,Ssemug- ~ 
enyi used his TikTok platform between 
August and November 2025 to spread 
fulse information on President Musev­
eni's)lealth and Gen Muhoozi Kaineru­
gaba's sexual orientation. 

Both statements were labelled as 

He bad earlier pleaded guilty to Count 
One and Count Three, both relating to 
the publication of malicious informa­
tion on his TikTok account @iam ed­
son.He denied the second count of hate 
speech, for which the trial will begin on 

knowingly false and harmful. A photomontage of President Museveni (left) and Gen Muhoozi Kainerugaba 

January 6,2026. 
While delivering her ruling, Magis- Tibayeita Tusiime, convicted a 

trate Nyadoi acknowledged Edison's . ............ . .... . .. . ... . .. . .. .... . . .. . . .. .. . . shoe hawker and National Unity 
young age and his decision not to con- In October, 28-year-old Vincent Platform (NUP) supporter, Juma 
test the charges he admitted to. Ngabo, a Rwandan by nationality Musuu~a, alias Madubarah, on 

"He has not wasted court's time by and resident of Rubaga Division six counts: three counts of hate 
pleadllg.guilty, he is also a young man in Kampala, also a manicurist at speech and three cou'nts of 
who was in Senior Six and doing his:fl.- Mabirizi Complex in Kampala, was malicious information against 
nal exams when he was arrested in this remanded to prison on allegations President Museveni, Speaker Anita 
matter and 1 believe he can change,"she of burying President Museveni's Among, and First Son Gen Muhoozi 
said. . campaign poster underground and Kainerugaba. 

The magistrate,however,stressed that engaging in hate speech. In November 2024, two youth 
despite his youth, the offences were se- In August, the Entebbe Senior were remanded to prison for 
rious and called for punishment. Magistrate Grade One, Edgar allegedly spreading hate speech 
~L1h~ ~~. _____ ~~ __________ ~ __ ~~~._ ~ 

and malicious information against 
President Museveni, his son, and 
three NRM-Ieaming artistes 
through the short-video sharing 
platform, TikTok. They are David 
Ssengozi, alias, Lucky Choice and 
Isaiah Ssekagiri. 

The two were jointly charged 
alongside one Julius Tayebwa, who 
was arraigned in court recently 
and remanded to Kigo Prison over 
the same offences. 

Magistrate Nyadoi also noted that 
although the law provides for an option 
of a fine for the offences, she found it 
inappropriate in this case. 

"I also note that the sentence as 
provided for in the law provides an 
option for a fine. However, given the 
circumstances of the oifense,1 find that 
option does not abide given the person 
is a fountain of the defence forces by 
virtue of their positions. They deserve 
to be respected rather than spreading. 
malicious information,"she ruled. 

She then sentenced Ssemugenyi 
to six months' imprisonment to run 
concurrently for the two counts he 
pleaded guilty to. 

Branding Museveni a thief 
The remaining charge of hate 

speech stems from allegations that 
Ssemugenyi posted content branding 
the President a thief, which the State 
says was likely to degrade, ridicule or 
promote hostility against the Head of 
State. 

Ssemugenyi was sent to Luzira Prison 
to begin serving his sentence as he 
awaits f~~ ceedings on the ~ 
remainiIt~i4 .I 


