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Table tennis: GMS~ Nakasero 
earn.victory at Uganda Open 
Title Shift. The Open delivered gripping theatre at Kabolja, with GMS School and Nakasero TT Club 
sharing the top shelves of glory in a week tha,t showcased fierce rivalries and the ever-growing depth of 
the sport across age groups. From the emotional men's team final to Nakasero's sweeping dominance! 

BY ABDUL NASSERSSEMUGABI 

202liUGANDA OPEN 
SELECT MEDALISTS· U-13 BOYS 
S ~. Ivan Migirizi 
_ ,, 0' ~oseR.b S~.batjndira 

U-13 GIRLS 
S er Judith Mirembe 
Go 0. Patience Anyango 
VETERANS MEN 
S e Jude Mutete 
Gr Id Edward Koboyi 
VETERANS WOMEN 
S·, ler' Hope Kobusiogye 
GOld:Amioa Lukaaya 
OPEN MEN 
S' Ie; Sharif l'isereko_ 
Gold: Joseph Sebatindira 
OPEN WOMEN 

~S.- Silver. PatraNasirumbi __ 
G"Pld: JemimailNakawal<L- _ '. 
TEAM EVENTS WOMEN 
Silver: TT Kids 
~old~akasero __ 
TEAM EVENTS MEN 

- -- . 

SjJve~ Kibul'L' __ _ 

GQkLGMS_---- -- ~ Victory Sweep. Nakasero Club's Nasirumbi (L), Nangonzi (C), and Nakawala celebrate as champions ofthe women's 
.. M"'Vl.!.Ps""-__________ : team events. PHOTO/ABDUL-NASSER SSEMUGABI 
~_~b~rum ____ __ 
W; Jemimah NakawaLlGl.-___ _ 

: inside Kabojja International School's : the barrier separating tables to high : coached GMS, added: "1 told Brian 'play 
~ multipurpose hall and confusion to the ~ five and hug the GMS boss Cyrus Mu- : the way you do when training.'" 
: players, coaches and fans who always : wanga, who is also the Uganda Table ~ GMS's victory was a speed bump to 

ed world Under-llJ champi- : motivation. : didn't like that as well. : edmostcategories.JemimahNakawa-W
hen Benjamin Acuma defeat- : shouted the players'names as a sign of: Tennis Association president. Rival funs : the Nakasero base which had dominat-

on Joseph Sebatindira 3-1, he ~ By the end of the first three games, ~ . . : la,Parvin Judith Nangonzi and Patra 
jumped atop the table, spread : GMS was leading 2-1 after Jonathan : No chance for Sebatlndn"a ~ Nasirumbi had just defeated TT Kids' 

his hands wide, smiling after an epic : Ssenyonga edged Sharif Nsereko 3-2 in: Now Mutua, who represented Ken- : Judith Kirabira, Judith Mirembe and 
match against arguably Uganda's most : a tense game that infuriated the Naka- : ya at the 2018 Commonwealth Games : Brenda Namukose 3-{l in the women's 
gifted and exposed table tennis player ~ serolkibuli funbase when a presumably ~ in Gold Coast, returned to the table, ~ team events final. Nakawala defeated 
currently. : injured Ssenyonga posed, and retreated : against Sebatindira, still nursing the : Nasirumbi in the women's singles final 

Acuma's victory was an equaliser for : to his corner, touching his right shoul- : loss to Acuma. His lean shoulders car- : 3-{l, while Sebatindira defeated Nsereko 
... Grand Maria School (GMS) Table Ten- ~ der, while leading the last gan;1e 7-3. He ~ ried the burden of restoring his team's ~ 3-D in the men's singles final. 

nis ~b in the men's team events final : changed the jersey. "He's faking it, he's : hope. "He must pay for the other's sins,": Sebatindira and Patience Anyango, 
of the 2025 Uganda Open Champion- : notinjured,"rival funs shouted. : Sebatindira's sister said of Mutua. But : also from Nakasero, also won the Un­
shipagainstKIbuliTableTennisClub-: Immediatelyactionresumed,Nsereko: the experienced Kenyan, who has re- : der-13 boys' and girls' titles, with Se­
an offshoot of the dominant Nakase- ~ scored. Then the youngster launched a ~ cently been training in China, gave ~ batindira and Nakawala picking the 
ro Club. Joshua Magaya had just beat- : ferocious attack forcing Ssenyonga to : the little boy no chance. He thrashed : MVP awards. • 
en Brian Mutua 3-2 to giveKibuli a 1-{l : turn 360 degrees and scored his eighth: him 3-0, as GMS, 3-1 winners jumped : Sam Turya, the principal Kabojja, 
lead. Now after Acuma's equ.r,GMS : point, triggering more fury."Can an in- : in glory, "After my teammates won : commended UTTA for a smart and 
started believing. To save time, the first ~ jured person do that? He's a liar," they ~ their games,1 felt like 1 was the one let- : marvelous organisation of the event, 
three of five games were played simul- : shouted, as he clenched his fist He won : ting them down. So 1 had to win by all ~ and assured:"Kabojja is open to hosting 
taneously, which caused more tension : 12-10 as GMS led 2-1.Ssenyongajumped : means," said Mutua. Allan Sing'ar, who : you for as long as you want." 
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BY DENIS BBOSA , Lule's COpS in full sprint with pace setters 
STARTIMES UGANDA 
PREMIER LEAGUE - TODAy 
Buhimba Utd vs. UPDF, 4pm , 
Th~RQ)'a/~P.arIL-=-SYt~ma _ : 
LJjgazi -lS. Police, 4pm 

Lugaz.i Stadium - Najjern1:& 

KAMPALA. If anyone still 
doubted Police's staying power ' 
in this title race, their blistering : 
4-0 demolition of Buhimba , 
Saints United last week should 
have settled the debate. 

The 2005 champions are no 
longer a feel-good early-sea­
son story - they are a team de-

Briefing. Police coach Lule (R) directs Saidi Kyeyune (L) and 
James Brian Obedi during their 4-0 victory over Buhimba at 
Poli e."'AIJP , K,amyoky! on November 3. PHOTOt1;!'-~CCO II 

, fying odds with rising belief ' points with table leaders KC­
; and swagger. Yes,Buhimba are ' CA. It is an opportunity they 
; wobbling and winless in six, , simply cannot afford to waste 
, but Police played with the con- ' - not 'when their surprise title 
: viction of a side that believes it surge has gathered this much 
: belongs among'the frontrun- wind. Police travel to Najjembe 

ners. Their energy, ruthless- buoyed by the heroes of their 
ness, and rhythm sent a clear Buhlmba destruction. 
warning across the division. Denis Kalanzi opened the 

, floodgates in the 28th minute, 
Armed Cops ' Umaru Kasumba doubled the 

And today, against a Luga- : tally on the stroke of halftime, 
zi side stuck on nine points : before Man of the Match Saidi 
and searching for identity, Ma- : Kyeyune stretched the lead. 
tia Lule's men have a gold- ; Derrick Maviiri completed 
e~ c ~ceot pplilevelon.20 ; theroutwitha~~~~fi 
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Ruling Upends. Mwebaze ruling 
leaves Heroes racing against a 
30-day deadline to pay wages. 
PHOTO/GEORGE KATONGOLE 

Heroes woes 
deepen amid 
Mwebaze ruling 
BYFREDMWAMBU 

U 
Results· Weeke ... nd ....... __ _ 
Kaaro Karungi L,.- Iganga United 
Wakiso Giants 3-3 Catda 
Ntugasaze 1-G Kataka 
Kigezi Homeboyz 2-< Onduparaka 
Bunyaruguru Utd 1-0 Blacks Power 
Kiyinda Boys 6-1 Mbale Heroes 

BY FRED MWAMBU 

JINJA. Mbale Heroes' 6-1 drub-
bing by Kiyinda Boys in the Fu-
fa Big League (FBL) over the week-
end was a crushing blow for the 
club. The defeat,one of the heaviest 
since their return to the limlight, 
came amid ongoing struggles to 
field a full squad on the pitch. 

For four matches now, the team 
can't simply have a full starting 11. 

Off the pitch, the club is now 
left to grapple with a fresh finan­
cial and legal headache after Fu­
fa's Dispute Resolution Chamber 
(DRC) ruled in September that He­
roes must pay fonner coach Asapb 
Mwebaze Shsll.4min outstanding 
salaries from contracts covering 
the dub's ill-fated Statrimes Ugan-
da Premier League (SUPL) cam­
paign. Mwebaze signed two con­
tracts with the dub between 2023 
and 2025 with the second mutually 
terminated in January 2025 under 
the agreement that all dues would 
be cleared. 

Alleged indiscipline 
Heroes initially delayed pay­

ment, citing alleged misconduct by 
the coach on social media but the 
DRC rejected this and stated that 
post-contract conduct could not af­
fect entitlement to earned wages. 
When Heroes still did not comply, 
Fufa's Ethics and Disciplinary Com­
mittee stepped in this week and 
has given the club a final 3o-day 
ultimatum to pay the coach. The 
Committee has further warned 
that persistent default would result 
in a _ban on registering new play-
ers,in a sanction that could severe- .. " 
ly cripple the dub during the Janu-
ary transfer window. 

Counsel Ojok, one of those man­
aging the dub, was blunt in a re­
cent interview on the financial re­
alities: "We are doing everything 
possible but the truth is that the • 
team is struggling to restructure 
and the truth is the team is strug­
gling financially; e revealed. 
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