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Kalangala Resident 
District Commissioner, 
Fred Badda says the 
new detach will initially 
operate from a tempo­
rary base as plans to 
construct a permanent 
marine station at Ki­
wungu begin. 

Police open new marine 
detachment in Kalangala 

BY DAVID SEKAYINGA 

Police have opened a new Marine 
Police det-ach ·· at Kiwungu 
Landing Site' in Kyamuswa 
County, Kalangala District. The 

facility aims to strengthen emergency 
response and curb rampant theft in the 
area 
Marine Police Commandant 

Sulaiman Kirungi said the unit will 
enhance the Force's presence on the 
lake. 

"The unit will also improve rescue 
operations in a region where fishermen 
routinely face life-threatening risks," he 
said at the opening of the facility last 
week. . 

The new detach becomes the third 
in Kalangala District,joining Lutoboka 
and Nkose-Katooke Marine Police 

LAKE BOUNDAR ES 

Local leaders in the island dis­
tricts say some Ugandan fisher­
men are unaware of the boun­
daries on Lake Victoria, shared 
by Uganda, Kenya, and Tanzania, 
which puts them at risk of arrest 
or attack by armed robbers. The 
boundaries are imaginary, and 
the Ministry of Fisheries has re­
peatedly urged fishermen to be 
sensitised about them. ~-' 
A decade ago, the government 
announced plans to close all po­
rous border points as a securi-
ty measure amid rising terrorth­
reats, but this has yet to be im­
p�emented. 
According to Ministry of Inter­
nal Affairs records, Uganda'has 
more than 300 illegal border 
entry points, most ofthem by 
water. 

detachments under the Lake Victoria "Fishermen have repeatedly been _ 
South Region Marine Police. It has been at risk as they went to cast their nets." -
equipped with a patrol boat, an engine, , Some failed to return after their fuel 
and a temporary operational base at Ms Veronica Nakasiita (left), the vice chairperson of Kyamuswa Sub-county, receives a marine boat at Kiwungu Land· : was stolen by tbieves,only to be rescued 
Kiwungu Landing Site. ing Site at Bukasa Island, Kyamuswa Sub-county, Kalangala last week. PHOTO/COURTESY OF UGANDA POLICE : by fellow fishermen. We hope such 

Authorities say the BukasalKiwungu ! theft will reduce,"he said. 
detach will serve the island sub- officers rescued some survivors, they fishermen in the deep waters; no one , widespread, yet the nearest detach ! He added that the Lutobobr-' 
counties of Bukasa and Bubeke,easing arrived late. knowsthefishinggeartheyuseorthe ' at Lutoboka struggled to respond , detach previously served four sub­
the workload previously shouldered by Another tragedy occurred in 2023, number of boats that go out or return. ' swiftly to emergencies across : counties, making rescue missions 
Lutoboka, which serves Bujumba and when more than 20 people drowned We need marine police to patrol the far -flung island communities. ! long, costly, and largely ineffective. 
Bufumira. The Nkose-Katooke detach near Bukasa Island. Only five survived. , lake, especially in deep waters,"Mr Dick "We want the detachment to address i "By the time the marine police sailed 
will continue serving Mazinga Sub- Arme d ro b b eries remain a ' Ssenyonjjo, a fisherman in Mazinga piracy and respond to water accidents, : from Lutoboka to places like Kisaba or 
county. major threat to fishermen on : Sub-county, said. which had become common in that Bubeke, thieves would have already 

Kalangala District has rec-orded Lake Victoria. The most affected ' Ka}tangala Resident District area,"headded. : threatened a fisherman and taken their 
numerous water accidents and cases landing sites include Gunga, Nkose, : Commissioner(RDC),FredBadda,said Mr Badda also revealed plans to : belongings,"headded. 
of water-related theft, underscoring Bubeke Lwazi, Kisaba, Nakibanga, . the new detach will initially operate establish another marine detach at Kyamuswa Member of ParliamMt 
the urgent need for improved marine Kananasi, Kyagalanyi, and Jaana. ' from a temporary base as plans to Nkese Landing Site, near Tanzanian Moses Kabuusu urged the gl>vernmenr-
emergency response across many parts Fishermen reported that during the construct a permanent marine station : and Kenyan waters, where theft on the . to adequately fund the Marine Police. 
of Lake Victoria Novem"er 2024 attacks, the assailants at Kiwungu begin. . lake is reportedly rampant. "Having police services close to the 

For example, on July 1, five people spoke Luganda, unlike the July 2024 "WeopenedanewdetachatKiwungu : Residents welcomed the new people is good, but the personnel 
almost drowned near Lwamunyo . raids, where they spoke Kiswahili, Landing Site where it will operate ' detachment with cautious optimism, . deployed to such areas often lack fuel 
Island while heading to Kalangala and ' fueling .suspicion of cross-border temporarily as we prepare for its saying insecurity had forced many to to carry out their work. We request the 
were only rescued by nearby fishermen. criminal gangs. permanent establishment," Mr Badda abandon long-distance fishing. government to facilitate these units to 

On August 2, 2024, a boat accident ~ Much of the insecurity sterns from the said. • Mr Ssepi Kiyini, the LC1 chairperson operate efficiently,"he said. 
near Nsazi Island left more than 16 : lack of regulation in deep waters. He explained that criminal : of Kisaba Landing Site, said fishermen _______ . ______ _ 
people dead. Although EntebbeMarine , "No one monitors the activities of ' activity on the lake had become ' have been living in fear. editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
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BYASUMAN MUSOBYA 

JINJA. The Uganda People's Defence 
Forces (upDF), in partnership with the 
Ministry of Health, have renovated Bu­
luguyi Health Centre ill in Bugiri Dis-

UPDF equips, renovates Bnluguyi Health Centre III 
. trict and installed new medical equip­

ment following persistent concerns 
from residents over the poor state of 
the facility. 

The Ministry of Health donated a ba­
by warmer, baby incubator, and baby 
cot, while the renovation works cost 
Shs320 million. 

The officer-in-charge of the facility,Mr 
IvanKIbike Ngiya,said expectant moth­
ers have been trekking up to 30 kilo­
metres to Bugiri General Hospital to ac­
cess maternity services due to the lack 
of essential equipment at Buluguyi. 

He noted that the challenge had 
forced many mothers to turn to tradi­
tional birth attendants, putting their 
lives at risk. 

"We are very grateful for this inter­
vention. We are committed to rescu­

Bugiri ROC Paul Mwindu Kalikwan (centre) and UPDF soldiers and Bugiri Dis­
trict officials, commission the renovated Buluguyi Health Centre III in Bugiri 
District last week. PHOTO/ASUMAN MUSOBYA 

ing lives and changing the mindset of attendants," Mr Kibike said at the com- : week. He also raised concern over the 
mothers still going to traditional birth . missioning of the renovated1!t:ility last ' lack of staff accommodation, explain- , 

ing that midwives travel long distanc- ! belongs to us." 
es from Bugiri Town,making it difficult ! The District Health Officer,Dr Stephen 
for them to respond to emergencies,es- Kirya Bulolo, expressed concern ov~ 
pecially at night the increasing theft of medicines in 

"Sometimes patients arrive when government health facilities. 
workers have already gone home. Gov- , The affected facilities include Nan­
ernment should urgently consider con- , derema Health Centre II, Bugiri Gener­
structing staff quarters,"he added. al Hospital, Buluguyi Health Centre ill, 

However, Lt Emmanuel Kwikiliza . and Muterere Health Centrem. 
of the UPDF Engineering Brigade, re- ' "We are worried because whenev­
vealed that the Ministry of Health i er drugs disappear, health workers are 
and the UPDF have already allocated blamed. I call upon security forces to in­
Shs260 million for the construction of vestigate and identify those tarnishing 
staff quarters at the facility. , our image,"he said. 

Other planned works include the con- ; Meanwhile, the Bugiri Resident DIS­
struction of toilets, a placenta pit, and ' trict Commissioner, Mr Paul Mwin­
an incinerator. du Kalikwan, warned health workers 

"We shall work with local leaders and against absenteeism, saying it reflects 
the community to ensure quality ser- poorly on the government. 
vicedelivery;"hesaid. "I receive many complaints t 

Lt Kwikiliza cautioned residents : health workers are absent, especially 
against grazing cattle within the facility : at weekends. As the Office of the Pres­
compound or stealing equipment. : ident, we are ready to take action, and 

"Let us protect this facility because it ; some may lose their jobs,"he said. • 


