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Lawyers say suspects 
have appeared in court 
several times, but no 
meaningful proceedings 
have happened. 

Delays trap dozens ofNUP 
supporters in legallbnbo 

BY ANTHONYWESAKA 
& COSLINAGASARO 

When Opposition National Unity 
Platform (NUP) party presiden­
tial candidate-Robert Kyagu­
lanyi Ssentamu, aka Bobi Wine, 

arrived in Mbarara City on November 
7, thousands of supporters flooded the 
Mbarara High School playground to re­
ceive him-forcing his campaign team 
to change venues for the day. 

The first rally was held inside Mbarara 
City instead ofRubindi in Mbarara Dis­
trict, where supporters had also gathered 
inlargenumbers. 

Soon after leaving the city for Rubindi 
on the Mb~-Ibanda road,Mr Kyagu­
lanyi's convoy ran into a heavy and unu­
sually layered security deployment near 
Bwizibwera. 

What followed, eyewitnesses and par­
ty officicili; say,was a sweeping police am­
bush that resulted in the arrest of dozens 
ofhis suppqrters. 

An eyewitness claimed the first group 
of security personnel waved the wnvoy 
through-only for a second, a more for­
tified contingent to block and isolate sup­
P.Orters'vehicles further ahead 
."They created a way for the cars carry­

ing the supporters, but a few kilometres 
later, another deployment stopped 
them. They started pulling people out, 
beating and arresting them,"the eyewit­
ness recounted. 

Mr Kyagulanyi himself attempted te en­
gage the officer commanding the opera­
tion, but was told only that the support­
ers had "committed crimes"-with no 
explanation: of what those crimes were. 

For four days, relatives, lawyers, and 
even medical volunteers were denied 
access to the detainees held at Mbarara 

Central Police Station. 
Mr Joshua Tumukunde, the head of 

NUP's legal team, told Daily Monitarthat 
police blocked all efforts to verify the 
number of those arrested or their condi­
tion. 

"Parents,advocates, doctors wanting t!) 

take food or medicine were blocked,"Mr 
'funiukunde said. 

Only on November ll-after an­
guished relatives srormed the police sta­
tion-were the detainees produced in 
court. But what transpired next added 
another layer offrustration. 
The_suspects first appeared before 

Grade One Magistrate Esther Bagala, who 
was repre~enting Chief Magistrate An­
drewKabombo. 

Ms Bagala declined to handle the mat­
ter fully due to her temporary role but 
proceeded to rule on three bail applica­
tions,granting some suspects freedom. 

The rest were remanded and told to re­
turn onNovember 19. 

But on the appointed day, the court 
did not sit. The Chief Magistrate was in 
Bushenyi, and no other judicial officer 
stepped in. "Even the suspects were not 
brought, "MrTumukunde said. 

Lawyers secured a new date-Decem­
ber 3-, but again, proceedings stalled. 
Mr Tumukunde explained that the State 
Attorneywas absent. 

"The court waited more than 20 min­
utes, but she neither appeared nor ex­
plained her absence,"he said. 

On December 4, the bail hearing re­
sumed, only for prosecutors to request 
more time, citing a high volume of ap· 
plications. The court adjourned again 
to December 8, wpen the State Attorney 
informed the magistrate that the Chief 
Magistrate had travelled to Kampala for 
official duties. Another a<ljournment fol­
lowed, to December 11 (today). 

Lawyer Allan Musasire addressed 
the court on Monday, expressing wor­
ry about what he called the State's disre- : 
gard for constitutional rights. 

"Your Worship, the sureties travel from 

THE LAW 

The right to a 
speedy trial 
in a criminal 
matter is pri­
marilygua­
ranteedby 
Article 28(1) 
of the 1995 
Constitu­
tion. 
This article 
is reinforced 
by Article 
126(2) (b), 
which states 
that "justice 
shall not be 
delayed·. The 
right to a fair 
andspee­
dyhearing 
is non-dero­
gable right 
under Article 
44 of the 
Constitution, 
meaning it 
cannot be 
suspended 
or taken 
away under 
any circums­
tances. 
Lawyers says 
NUPsupor­
ters, inclu­
ding dozens 
charged 
atth# 
Kawempe 
Court in 
Kampala, 
have aright 
to a speedy 
trial. 
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10 die in Bugiri crash during a URA chase 
BY ASUMAN MUSOBYA 

BUGIRI. Fresh details have 
emerged following the tragic ac­
cident in Bugiri that claimed 10 
lives, including a three-month-

. old baby, after a taxi alleged­
ly fleeing from Uganda Reve­
nue Authority (URA) officials 
rammed into a parked Sino 
truck on the Jinja-Tororo High­
way. 

The taxi, a Toyota Hiace reg­
istration number UBN 817H, 
crashed into the stationary 
truck UA 647BAJTUA at Busowa 
Town Council on Wednesday 
morning. 

Eyewitnesses said the taxi was 
allegedly transporting smug­
gled goods from Kenya. 

chased by a URA vehicle. The 
taxi knocked into a truck that 
was parked about seven metres 
off the road. Some of the goods, 
wheat flour, clothes, and poly­
thene bags were taken by resi­
dents before police arrived,"he 
said. 

The Bugiri Traffic Officer-in­
Charge, ASP Godwin Oyesigye, 
confirmed that the deceased in­
cluded five men, four women, 
and a three-month-old baby girl. 

Three survivors,a woman and 
two men, were first taken to Bu­
giri Hospital before being trans­
ferred to Jinja and Mbale hospi­
tals in critical condition. 

any Qfits enforcement vehicles 
from Busia were involved in a 
chase. . 

Mr Moses Wanjala Owino, the 
URA manager for enforcement 
and border control in Eastern 
Uganda, dismissed the allega­
tions. 

"Bugiri and the surround­
ing areas are high-risk smug­
gling wnes. People rpay have as­
sumed it was a URA vehicle. As 
we speak, our vehicle is in Kam­
pala. But we shall follow up to 
understand exactly what people 
are alleging, "he said. 

Bugiri Hospital medical su­
perintendent, Dr Anthony 
Wamasyuwu, confirmed that 
postmortem examinations on 
all the bodies were completed 
and the remains were handed 
over to families. 

far and keep wasting their money," he 
said, adding: "Among the accused we 

. have parliamentary contestants- Fos­
tine Wanikina (Butiru, Manafwa Dis­
trict), Emmanuel Kihembo (Bukanga 
North,Isingiro),Moses Arinaitwe (Kink­
inzi West,Kanungu), and Sarah Kiconco 
(Rwampara). Their continued detention 
violates the presumpt;ion of innocence." 

Human rights monitors and legal ex­
perts say the Mbarara detentions echo a 
recurring pattern observed in past elec­
tion cycles-where mass arrests, pro-

, longed detention,and delayed court pro­
cesses effectively serve as a tool of politi­
cal controL 

But for dozens offamilies waiting anx­
'iously for today as the court is expected 

NUPmembers 
in the dock at 
Kawempe Chief 
Magistrate's 
Court, Kampala, 
last Friday. PHO­
TO/ ABU BAKER 
LUBOWA 

to resume its business, the questions are 
more immediate: Will the court finally 
sit? Will their loved ones get a fair hear­
ing? And will the law protect them when 
politics has already intervened? 

When contacted yesterday, Principal 
Judge Jane Frances Abodo denied the al­
legations that the Judiciary is conniving 
with the regime to oppress supporters of 
the NUP party. 

"I want to categorically state that the Ju­
diciary is not conniving with the regime 
to oppress NUP; we are independent. We 
expect this to be said, given the political 
season we are in; however, in the Judici­
ary, we don't look at political parties but 
the cases-that come in," Justice Abodo ex­
plained. 

~GAn!)A 
TOURISM BOARD 

ABRIDGED BID NOTICE UNDER OPEN BIDDING 

I. Uganda Tourism Board (UTB) invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for: 

No. 
Procurement Reference Subject Matter of 
Number Procurement 

Design & Construction of UTB/WRKS/2025-2026/00228 
B'rand Monuments 

2. The bidding document(s) shall be inspected and issued at. 

Procurement & Disposal Unit 

Plot 42, Lugogo Bypass 

Lugogo House, Block C, 6th Floor, 
P.O Box 7211, Kampala - Uganda 

BId Security 

. 
UGX 

3,000,000 

3. The deadline for bid submission shall be at 10.00 am on 30th December 2025 

4. The bidding document which has been prepared in the English language may 
be purchased by interested bidders upon payment of a non-refundable fee of 
UGX 100,000. The method of payment will be: The Uganda Revenue Authority 
(URA) Payment Platform 

5. The detailed bid notice is available at the UTB website at www.utb.go.ug. 

6. The pFOcurements by Uganda Tourism Boord are regulated by the Public 
Procurement and Disposal of Public Assets Authority. Mr Hasan Mugoya, a business­

man in Busowa, reiterated that 
the taxi driver appeared to be 
speeding while overtaking the 
truck, which turned out to be 
stationary. 

"People said it was being 

Police said investigations are 
ongoing. ASP Oyesigye not­
ed that highway CCTV footage 
is being reviewed, adding that 
speeding and reckless driving 
remain the leading suspected 
causes. 

URA denies involvement 
-~e tax body has denied that 

He identified the survivors as 
Arafut ldinda, 28, and Daadi Ka­
murani,44, both residents ofMa­
laba in Tororo District, and Mil­
lyKagoya,22,aresidentofBugiri . 
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