AALE LA L L LR LA LR L LR LR R LRI LR LR LR R L LR LR LRl

10 die in Bugiri crash during a URA chase

BY ASUMAN MUSOBYA
BUGIRI. Fresh details have

emerged following the tragic ac- :
cident in Bugiri that claimed 10 :
lives, including a three-month- :
old baby, after a taxi alleged-
ly fleeing from Uganda Reve- :
nue Authority (URA) officials
rammed into a parked Sino :

truck on the Jinja-Tororo High-
way.

The taxi, a Toyota Hiace reg- :
istration number UBN 817H, :
crashed into the stationary :
truck UA 647BA/TUA at Busowa
Town Council on Wednesday

morning.

Eyewitnesses said the taxi was °
allegedly tranisporting smug- :

gled goods from Kenya.

Mr Hasan Mugoya, a business-
man in Busowa, reiterated that
the taxi driver appéared to be

stationary.

“People said it was being

: chased by a URA vehicle. The
: taxi knocked into a truck that :
: was parked about seven metres :
off the road. Some of the goods, :
wheat flour, clothes, and poly- :
thene bags were taken by resi- :
dents before police arrived,’he :
: tions.

The Bugiri Traffic Officer-in-
- Charge, ASP Godwin Oyesigye, -
: confirmed that the deceased in-
: cluded five men, four women,

said.

and a three-month-old baby girl.

giri Hospital before being trans-

causes.

URA deniesinvolvement

any of its enforcement vehicles
from Busia were involved in a
chase. :

Mr Moses Wanjala Owino, the
URA manager for enforcement
and border control in Eastern
Uganda, dismissed the allega-

“Bugiri and the surround-
ing areas are high-risk smug-

- gling zones. People may have as-
: sumed it was a URA vehicle. As
: we speak, our vehicle is in Kam-

Three survivors,a woman and :
two men, were first taken to Bu- :
- arealleging hesaid.
: ferred to Jinja and Mbale hospi- °
i talsin critical condition.

Police said investigations are :
: ongoing. ASP Oyesigye not- :
: ed that highway CCTV footage °
: is being reviewed, adding that :
i speeding and reckless driving :
: remain the leading suspected :
speeding while overtaking the :
truck, which turned out to be :

pala. But we shall follow up to
understand exactly what people

Bugiri Hospital medical su-

: perintendent, Dr Anthony

Wamasyuwu, confirmed that
postmortem examinations on
all the bodies were completed
and the remains were handed
over to families.

He identified the survivors as

: ArafatIdinda, 28, and Daadi Ka-
: murani,44,bothresidentsofMa-
: laba in Tororo District,and Mil- _
The tax body has denied that :

lyKagoya,22,aresident of Bugiri.
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