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Why certain people shouldn~ be in 
Parliament even if they get a degree 

Mathias Walukaga is a singer and the current mayor 
ofKyengera Town Council and has been a parliamenta­
ry candidate for Busiro East constituency. He has,howev­
-er, been denominated over lack of the required rninllnum 
academic qualifications. 

First of all, I have, over the years,been advocating for 
Luganda to be officially designated as our national lan­
guage, and one of the official languages, but tribalism has 
made this impossible so far. Non-Baganda are largely op­
posed to it because of the fear that it would pose a threat 
to their linguistic identity. IfLuganda is adopted as one of 
the official languages, then it would be okay for good Lu­
ganda speakers to use it in Parliament and offices. In New 
ZealandCNZ),for example, you can address Parliament 
in Maori,English,orNZ Sign language. If an MP uses an­
oilier language, they have to translate it thernselves.Ifit 
was clear they were speaking nonsense or a made-up lan­
guage, the Speaker would terminate their speech proba­
bly for being irrelevant or disorderly. 

Languages are sometimes classified as official languages 
to preserve them and to maintain identity and culture. 

Despite English being a non-Ugandan language,ifs seen 
as an unbiased alternative that wouldn't threaten linguis­
tic minority groups.It is a compromise when there is a 
high linguiSnc diversity in a country.English has also been 
a unifying language~in Uganda for decades. 

We accepted EngliSh to be the means of communication 
in Parliament, and that's why I think it's wrong to elect 
people who cannot speak it fluently. 

I also think the rninllnum academic requirement 
shouldn't only be an A-Level certificate or it's equivalent; 
but the candidate should be able to demonstrate some 
fluency in speaking English. It is one of the subjects for 
everyone all over Uganda, and everyone is expected to be 
proficient, at least at the spoken level. 

In addition, English provides numerous advantages to 
Ugandans such as one easily getting connected with the 
rest ofUganda and the rest of the world. Most best-selling 
books worldwide are published in English or translated 
into Eriglish. 

Lastly, English is a bit different from most other languag­
es in that you can be very bad at speaking or writing it, but 
people Will still understand the gist of what you're trying 
to say. 

It's hard to make predictions about the long-term, but 
it's relatively safe to say English will be competing with 
Chinese Mandarin as the first foreign language in most 
parts of Asia and Africa My daughter is learning Manda­
rin,and I would encourage those who are linguistic yo 
learn it. 

Another thing that is harder to predict is the dev~op­
ment of Artificial Intelligence (AI). There are somewhat 
decent translators out there, which are sufficient for basic 
tasks.It could be that they will replace human translation 
almost completely over the next 25 years. 

When you act at national and international level politi­
cally, you are supposed to have a basic level of the English 
language, but in future, we should find a way of adopting 
people who cannot speak English properly to allow each 
to express themselves in the language they are most com­
fortable in. 

For now, even if one gets a degree,I don't think they 
should be in Parliament as MPs if they struggle with Eng­
lish, because communication is so importa,nt in the 
House. The money they are wasting on lawyers now 
should instead be going to English tutors. 

Abbey .K. Semuwemba 
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Wake~up calion road safety 
ahead of festive season 
The festive season in Uganda 

is a time of joy, bustling travel 
and family reunion. It is also 
tragicall~one of the deadliest 
periods on the roads. 
According to Uganda Police 

Force's Annual Crime report 
(2024), road crashes increased 
by 6.4 percent, ris~g from 
23,608 in 2023 to 25,107 in 2024, 
with causalities reaching 25,808 
people. 

Recently, the Ministry ofWorks 
and Transport warned that 
Uganda is losing 14 people daily 
to road traffic accidents. These 
are not just numbers, they are 
fathers, mothers, children and 
friends whose lives are cut 
short. 
Known most notorious 

highway blind spots in Uganda 
include Kampala-Entebbe 
highway and Jinja-Kampala 
highway, among others to look 
outfor. 

Some of the reasons as to 
why road accidents spike 
during festive seasons include 
increased traffic volumes as 
more people travel often long 
distances to visit, reunite, attend 
events among others. More 
vehicles on the roads naturally 
increases the probability of 
collisions. 
Alcohol consumptions dur­

ing celebrations, even small 
amounts of alcohol imllair coor­
dination and decision:making, 
leading to more crashes. 

Vehicle overloading during 
festive trips, vehicles may carry 
extra passengers or luggage, af­
fecting stability and breaking ef­
ficiency. 
The stress that comes with the 

festive seasons, people tend to 
rush dtning holiday shopping, 
event planning and social com­
mitments. This can cause dis-

tracted driving,impatience and 
risk taking on the roads. 

Motorcycles (boda bodas) ac­
count for 53 percent of road 
deaths in early 2025 and 23 per­
cent of fatalities involve pedes­
trians. 

These are some of the ways in 
which we can reduce accident 
spikes on the roads during this 
festive season; 

Authorities should encour­
age travellers to avoid peak days 
and hours to reduce congestion 
on the roads. The police and lo­
cal councils should deploy traf­
fic officers at known choke 
points to guide vehicles and pre­
vent gridlocks. 

Traffic police officers should 
conduct surprise sobriety tests, 
especially near bars and event 

venues. The churches, youth 
groups and local leaders can 
run anti-drink driving aware­
ness drives. 

There should be strict enforce­
ment on passenger limits by pe­
nalizing overloaded vehicles, 
especially buses and taxis. Al­
so, the use of media platforms 
to explain how overloading af­
fects vehicle and increases crash 
risks. 

For the motorcycle (boda bo­
da), helmet enforcement laws 
for both riders and passengers. 
Promotion of visibility by re­
quiring boda Bodas to use head­
lights and wear reflective vests 
especially at night. 

Uganda's road safety crisis is 
not just about enforcement; 
it is about culture. Initiatives 

like SCEAP (Stop, Check, Edu­
cate, Act, Promote) encourage 
road safety as a lifestyle .. If every 
Ugandan embraced this mind­
set, we could reverse the grim 
statics. 

This festive season, let us re­
member, the road is not just a 
path to celebration,it is a shared 
space of life and death. Every de­
cision whether to speed, drink, 
and drive, or sIqp a helmet has 
consequences. Uganda cannot 
afford to lose 14 lives a day to 
preventable accidents. 

RuthOyella, 
Communications Trainee 
Public Relations Unit 
MinistryofHealth 

Whatprojectmadeyou stand outattheAftican youths innovations challenge] 

Timothy Muchulezi, 
Mubs student 
We produced Agri-Cool, a so- _ 
lar-powered cooling technol­
ogy for market vendors to 
prolong the shelflife of their 
fruits and vegetables to re­
duce the losses they are cur­
rently incurring. 

MarthaJeremiahAuma, 
EcoChic 
We recYcle plastic bottles 
from which we manufacture 
plastic deCorations which 
we sell to the neighbourivg 
communities. 

SharmaMuyama 
Kem.igisha, innovator 
We recycle plastics and 
make furniture from them, 
especially plastic tables and 
chairs. 

ChariesKawesi,innovator 
VVe collect organic waste, 
which we recycle and make 
chicken and pig feeds. 
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