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Mustafa was allegedly 
kidnapped by armed 
men wearing plain ' 
clothes and driven in a 
silver Toyota Hiace car 
to an unknown destina­
tion on October 8. 

!Masindi family to govt: We 
want our sOn alive or dead , 

BY STEVEN WANDERA 

A 
family in Masindi is demanding 

. that security operatives produce 
their missing son, who aimed 
plain-dothed'men allegedly kid­

naped in October. 
More than a month later, the family 

still does not mow where he is being 
held-or whether he is.even still alive. 

• ~- 1- The family of Mr Musindi Musa and 
Ms Aisha Katusiime, all residents of 
Kinogozi A Cell in Kisita Ward, Karuju­
bu Division in Masindi Municipality, al-

- lege that their 25-year-old son, Reagan 
Kiiza Mustafa, was violently kidnapped 
from their home during day by armed 
men they believe were either police or 
Uganda People's Defence Forces (UPDF) 
personnel. 

Mr Musindi says the people,all armed, 
who kidnapped his son came in a sil­
ver Toyota Hiace vehicle, commonly 
known as drone. They were wearing 
plajn dothes. They drove into his com-

- pOWld on October. . 
~Plain-clothed armed men jumped 

out arid grabbed my son from the ve­
randa. When I asked why they were tak­
ing him, they fired bulle1:$ in the air and 

~ into the ground. They even attempted 
to take me, but one of them said their 
missionwas only to take my son, and 
they drove aw;¥'he said. 

Mr Musindi and his wife, who have 
been living in fear since then, say they 
reported a case of a missing person to 
the police. They have been searching 
for their son at many of the police sta­
tion around Bunyoro Sub-region, but 
all in vain. 

"We began searching for Mustafa at 
Karujubu Police Post and later at Masin­
di POllce Station, and also visited sever­
al police stations across the region, but 
none claimed to have Mustafa in custo­
dy,"he said. 

"We had always heard stories of 

Kiiza Mustafa Reagan at their home before his kidnap. He was allegedly taken 
by armed people in Masindi District. PHOTO/STEVEN WANDERA 

drones kidnapping people in Kampala, : Mr Musindi has since met the Resi­
but we never imagined it would hap- : dent District Commissioner (RDC) and 
pen to us here in Masindi,"he added. ' the District Police Commander (DPC), 

WHAT PARENTS SAY ... 

Abduction. 
"Plain-ciotl:1ed 
armecfmen 
jumped out and 
grabbed my 
son from the 
veranda. When I 
asked why they 
were taking 
him, they fired 
bullets in the 
air and into the 
ground. They 
even attempted 
to take me, but 
oneofthem 
said their mis­
sion was only to 
take my son ... " 
MrMusindi 
Musa, father of 
the victim 

Police position. 
"I am going to 
inquire from 
all regional 
commanders, 
Criminal 
Investigation 
Department 
(CID), and the 
operations 
directorate. If 
"'fe have him in 
custody, I will 
inform you. At 
the moment, 
we do not have 
information 
about his 
arrest," Uganda 
Police spokes­
person Rusoke 
Kituuma 

but he daims he has received no help or 
information about his son. 

"I do not sleep. Every night, I am won­
dering if my son is alive or dead. If he 
committed a crime, let them produce 
him in court. And if he was killed, they 
should give me his body so I can bury 
him and have some reliet;"he said. 

Mr Musindi insists that his son had no 
criminal record and was not involved in 
politics. 

"My son is a humble boy. He was a 
plumber and also worked as a turnboy 
on a fuso truck in the area. He has never 
been involved in crime,"he said. 

Mustafa's mother,Aisha Katusiime,said 
her son's disappearance has taken a ma­
jor toll on her health and finances. 

"Since the daymy son was kidnapped,I 
have not had any rest. My head is always 
hurting.! cannot sleep,"she says. 

She has searched for him in Masin-

di,Kiryandongo, Nakasongola, and even 
Bombo Military Barracks-yet no officer 
has confirmed detaining anyone by his 
name. 

: Mr James Mijumbi, the chairperson for 
• Kinogozi B Cell, says smce the day the boy 

was kidnappetl,they launched a commu­
nity search but found no trace of Mustafa. 

"This is the first incident of this kind in 
my area. The family informed us imme­
diately, and we did our best to look for 
him. I condemn the act. If someone is ar­
rested, by law, they must be produced in 
court,not disappeared, "he said. 

Mr Solomon Asiimwe, LC3 chairper­
son for Karujubu Division, also acknowl­
edged the incident. 

"We are trying as leaders to trace Musta­
fa's whereabouts. Ifhe has been arrested, 
he should be brought to court Disappear­
ance without communication is unac­
ceptable,"Mr Asiimwe said. 

When contacted, Uganda Police spokes­
person Rusoke Kituuma said the police 
do not have any suspect by the name of 
Reagan Kiiza Mustafa in their cells. 

"I am going to inquire from all region­
al commanders, CID, and the operations 
directorate. If we have him in custody, I 
will inform you. At the moment, we do 
not have information about his arrest," 
he said. 

SIMILAR INCIDENTS 

Early this year, Mr Edward 
Ssebuufu, aka Eddie Mutwe, 
a personal bodyguard ofNUP 
presidential flagbearer Robert 
Kyagulanyi, alias Bobi Wine, was 
abducted in Mukono District and 
held incommunicado for some 
two weeks. Two weeks later, 
the Chief of Defence Force, Gen 
Muhoozi Kainerugaba, posted on 
his X handle, a half-naked picture 
of Eddie Mutwe confirming that 
he was in his basement, "learning 
the Runyankore language." 
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BY MUDANGHA KOLYANGHA Pallisa P3 pupils can't read despite promotion - report 
PALLISA.A new learning assessment 

conducted by UWEZO,in collaboration percent in P5; 39 percent in P.6 and 78 
with the 'Citizens Initiative for percentinP7. 
Democracy and Development-Uganda In numeracy, 21 percent ofP3 pupils 
(CIDD-UG), has revealed that the showed basic competence, compared 

_- majority of Primary Three (P3) pupils to 31 percent in P4; 50 percent in P5; 
in Pallisa District are unable to perform 64 percent in P6 and 83 percent in 
Primary Two (P2) level work. P7. COlilpetence in both English and 

The 2024 UWEZO Uganda Learning Mathematics stood at just one percent in 
Assessment Report, released to district 1'3; increasing to 65 percent by P7. 
leaders on Monday, highlights alarming The study also revealed that only 26 
gaps in foundational literacy and percent of children aged two and above 
numeracy, showing that most P3 pupils had accessed early learning. Nationally, 
cannot complete reading or counting the data suggests that additional years 
tasks expected ofP21earners. of pre-primary education significantly 

The August 2024 survey assessed 920 increase a learner's likelihood of 
children aged four and above from 300 achieving reading and numeracy 

.'--'.. households, and included visits to 14 proficiency. In Pallisa, however, access 
schools across the district. remains low, and 13 percent oflearners 

According to the report titled "Are , did not progress to the next grade, 
Our Children Learning?", even by the t despite Uganda's automatic promotion 
end of the primary cycle, a significant : policy. 
proportion oflearners still failed to meet : Presenting the findings, the CIDD-UG 
P2 reading proficiency levels. : research officer, Mr Francis Okiror, said 

Only one percent of P3 pupils : manylearnerscouldnotreadorwrite. 
demonstrated competence in English. : , "In ~ary Three, o~y one percent 
reading. The figures rise gradually *fi' oh&iners -asses ed'cBuld read and 
higher classes: six ercent in P4;. 12 j cOIl!Jlrehend a Prim!!!y Two sto 

- - - - - - - --- ----

English," he said. He added that by P5, 
only 12 percent could understand a P2-
level story in the local language. 

Education officials and district leaders 
expressed concern. 

District Inspector of Schools John 
Opedun said the sector faces deep­
rooted challenges. He revealed that 
while automatic promotion is often 
blamed for poor performance, other 
issues such as overcrowded dassrooms, 
limited nursery education and the 
high pupil-teacher ratio are significant 
contributors. 

"We need to identify these challeng­
es. The teacher-pupil ratio is still lack-

ing, compounded by low nursery educa- The head teacher of Kagoli Primary 
tion,"Mr Opedun said,addingthat many School, Mr Moses Okiring, saiq parental 
parents cannot afford nursery school re- involvement has declined. 
quirements. . "Parents tend to shift their children 

However,he said the government plans . from school to school This affects learn­
to establish Early Childhood Develop- ing, "he said. 
ment Centres and has instituted systems Kalapata Primary School head teacher 
to track teacher absenteeism Peter Anguria said some religious sects 

The District Community Development discourage school attendance, while po­
Officer,Ms Hallima Nyemera,said poor litical pronouncements against charg­
performance is linked to multiple social ing fees in UPE schools have "crippled 
challenges. learning". 

"We need joint efforts from all stake- The UWEZO communications officer, 
holders. An ordinance compelling par- Ms Judith Nyakaisiki, said the organisa­
ents to provide lunch and basic scholas- tion remains committed to supporting .. ~ 
tic materials is necessary,"she said. improved education outcomes. 

, Opwateta Primary School head teach- CIDD-UG Executive Director FredE;jau-
• er Beatrice !mesa said many parents tene said the dialogue aimedtofosterev­
: send children to school without essen- idence-based engagement among edu­
: tial materials. cation stakeholders to strengthen collec­
: "Parents have a negative mindset tiveactionforbetterlearning. 
: about education. They just produce and The CIDD-UG Programme Manager,Mr 

The August 2024 survey assessed : dumptheirchildrenatschooL"shesaid Moses Kagwa,said 19 percent of teachers 
920 children aged four and : She also cited disparities in salary en- were absent during the survey. 
above from 300 households, and - -t hancements, noting that "teachers are "When teac,hers are absent,childrenre-
included visits to 14-schoolaacross--!-~dt motivated be&usib~dg loan ceiveless instructional time,negativ 
the district. _ : debts". _. _ __ ~ ..... _..-_~~~~·~th~eir~l iiJ;~' ~";nh~esaI~·d.~ 
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