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Dr Matovu now s

focus to the bov chlld

After decades of
attention and re-
search focused on
empowering the
girl child to rise

over patriarchy and : 7

take control of the
narrative, Dr Lillian
Matovu says, now
is the time to in-
crease support for
the boy child too,

to ensure equitable :

opportunities.

BY OWEN WAGABAZA

_fter decades of teaching :
both boys and girls in var- :
ious schools, Dr Lillian :
Matovu, a seasoned edu- :

cationist and Principal of Our :
Lady of Africa SS Namilyango :
in Mukono District says her fo- :
cus has since been turned to the :

boy child.

“However great and appropri- :
atethings may appear, the factis :
the boy-child has been neglect- :
ed.The boy child is off track and :
needs urgent help,” Dr Matovu :
says. - +

“They are lost and lagging be- :
hind. If you want a prefect, the :
girls will present themselves in :
huge numbers while it is differ- :
ent for the boys-youwill haveto :
: job and the possibility of inde-
: pendence as a young adult, the :
young lady rushed to her moth- :
: er whom she had last seen dur-
: ing her P7 vacation to break the

According to Dr Matovu,in her :
scheduled regular talks with :
her students, special sessions :

pick them.If you ask a question
in class, somehow you will have

to choose from ythe many girls’ :

hands up, while for the boys,
they are devoid of confidence”

with boys only have since been
introduced and are now a pri-
ority.

“I ensure that wardens organ- :
ise at least one session every :
term for each class and we talk :
to them. And in these talks,Ifo- :
: itin 1993 for a Bachelors of Arts
hard work, commitment and :
time management, building re- :
silience through mistakes, and :

cus on embracing challenges,

believing in their unique poten-
tial,”Dr Matovu says.

Therise ofthe educationist
Dr Matovu was raised in Ka- :
: Uganda Christian University
lage of her grandmother. After :

yunga District under the tute-
her S.2 at Kasawo SS Kigayaza,
her educational journey was
instead enrolled for a secretari-

“It was far cheaper and my

After the vocational course, :

'+ before joining Vienna Collé
: Namugongo in 2002, where%'hte 1

Dr Lillian Matovu is hardworking, and passionate about teach-
ing, according to her colleagues. PHOTO/COURTESY

she applied for ajob at her for-

mer primary school as type- :

writer. Excited about her new

news. The mother was howev-
er, not impressed and instead
asked her whether she was still

: interested in studying to which
: shereplied in the affirmative.
. She was enrolled at Ngogwe :

Baskerville SS, Buikwe where,
after four years, completed her
A-levels. She joined Makerere
University on government mer-

in Arts degree Whlch she com-
pleted in 1996 and immediate-
Iy went for her post-graduate di-

: plomain education,completing
¢ in1998.

In 2008, Dr Matovu acquired

: a master’s degree in human

resource management from

Mukono, and in 2016, she em- :
: barked on her PhD at Makerere
: University which she complet-
disrupted and she dropped out :
due to financial constraints and :
: AtOurLadyofAfrica
al course at a nearby vocational :

edin 2024.

In 1999, Dr Matovu started her

: teaching career at Namilyango
: SS where she served as a depu-

grandmother could only aﬁ‘ord :
. that” ‘

ty headteacher for three years

e

. taught for one year. :
In 2003, Dr Matovu together :
: with her husband Mr Vincent :
: Matovu started Our Lady of Af- :
: rica SS Namilyango. : :
:  “We started with two blocks :
: and three students and by the :
: end of term, we had about 100 :
: students,”says Dr Matovu, who
: led the school as the pioneer :
: headteacher for five years till :
: 2008 when she took on therole :
: of principal. :
There was a radio programme :
: called Wewumulire hosted by :
: Mr Moses Kasuja on a local ra- :
: dio station. Kasuja would call :
* out schools that had bursary :
: schemes for talented but less :
: privileged students to converge :
: at a certain hotel in Natete,and :
: here, parents of these students :
: would come and pick schools :
: for their children. Greatly in :
: need of students, Dr Matovu :
: went and camped at the venue :
: so she could offer a few bursa- :
: riestothe needy students. :
“To our shock, it was like a :
: market with tens of upcom- :
: ing schools camped at the ven- :
: ue and offering bursaries. We :
: soon realized that colleagues :
: from other schools were admit- :
: ting whoever was available. We :
: stood by our school rules and :
: regulations. We soon became :
: the popular choice for many |
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day, I registered and came back :
: with 83 students. These num- :
: bers gave the school life and we :
: neverlooked back” , :
: Dr Matovu, therefore, built the :
: school on the foundation of dis- :
: cipline andrehgxon. :
: “We were very active in the :
: church at both parish and dioc- :
: esan level.It was until four years :
: later in 2007 when the S.1s that :
: we had started with sat for their :
: 5.4 exams and passed highly :
: that we started attracting more :
: students courtesy of our aca- :
: demic prowess.”
: The school has since grown :
: from three students to over :
: 2,500 students currently. And :
: from two blocks, the school cur- :
: rently boasts of multiple sto- :
: ried buildings sitting on sever- :
: alacres. 2
i The school has also birthed :
: two other campuses, Our Lady :
: of Africa SS Mukono and Our :
: Lady of Africa Primary School, :
: Bukasa,Kira Municipality. :
: Herdelight :
: The educationalist says that :
: her pride in children comes in :
: when they have left. It is then :
: that she determines whether

Dr Matovu looks forward to
aday when taxes will be re-
gulated for the betterment
of everyone. “Taxes are
good and we would want

to play a role in the deve-
lopment of our country,

but the problem is that we
are overtaxed. We are le-
vied taxes of all kinds and in
all corners. Hopefully, so-
mething can be done about
it"

A firm believer in the insti-
tution of marriage and fa-
mily, Dr Matovu is happily
married to Mr Vincent Ma-
tovu whose support she
says, has beenkey in her
career growth.

“He has been a strong pil-
larin my career journey,
always pushing me and en-
couraging me. | can confi-
dently say that the PhD is
his, because he personally
pushed me to go forit,” says
Matovu. —
She calls on fellow women
to be respectful and as the
Bible says, submissive to
their husbands, evenifthey
have more academic quali-
fications, political or whate-
ver positions in society. “It
does not cost me anything
to respect my husband, but
it costs me many things ifl
disrespect him.”

: shedid herjob.

“When I see my products do- _

- ing well out there, in powerful
: positions, making money;, in
: fluencing society, I feel deep-
: ly rewarded.I feel good when
: Irealize that I had a positive
: transformative impact on a
: student’shesays.

“I always tell my students

that in this world, only two

people would be happy to see

: you doing better than them,
: and that is the parent and the
¢ teacher. Whereas we remain
: teachers, we are always hap-
: pytosee our students become
. doctors, engineers, lawyers
: and all that. The pride we get
: isunimaginable;”she adds.

What otherssay

Ms Nalunkuma Daisy Kig= '

: gundu, a pioneer student cur-
: rently serving as a librarian at
: the school says Dr Matovu is a
: very hardworking lady, a uni-
: fier,team player and develop-
! ment oriented.

“She is developmental and

: wants to see others develop-
:ing too, especially those that
: she works with. She has a pa-
. rental heart and works very
: closely with her husband on
: almost everything, which has _
¢ helped them to go far” S

Ms Harriet Matovu Nalu-

: woza, the headteacher of the
: school says Dr Matovu is very
: principled, wishes others well
: and loves sharing her expe- _
: rience and her journey to in~ -
: spireothers.



