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Tororo vendors 
protest high 
taxes,rental fees 
BY JOSEPH OMOllO 

TORORO. Traders at Tororo Central 
Marlcethave protested against what they 
describe as high taxes and rental rates . 
imposed by municipal authorities. 

The traders, who locked the market 
and stormed the municipal offices at 
the weekend, said officials have turned a 
deaf ear to their calls for anmeeting to 
harmonise taxes and rental fees. 

Mr David MiIsana, the vendors' chair­
person,accused the municipal council of 
imposing exorbitant charges on lock-Up 
shops and stalls, alongside multiple tax­
es on their businesses. 

He added that compared with the 
neighbouring markets, Tororo Munic­
ipal Council charges Shs15,000 for a 
stall, while lock-Up shops range between 
Shs100,OOO and Shs150,ooo. 

"We have moved to nearby markets 
such as Busia and Mbale, where the rates 
are very low, and we do not underStand 
why Tororo Municipal Council is Qver­
charging,"Mr Musana said at the week­
end. 
. The vendors also accused the council of 

, , failing to evict traders operating on the 
• streets and outside the central marlcet 

Mi- J~a Magona Jamagara, a trad­
er; said it was unfair for market vendors 
to be subjected to multiple taxes in the 
form of market dues and rental fees, 
while those operating on the streets and 
selling similar products pay nothing tax­
es. 

"There is unfair competition because, 
at times, we are forced to reduce the pric­
es of our merchandise to match those 
of hawkers and vendors who sell their 
goods at cheaperprices,"he said 

~ 

Unfair competition 
Mr Richard Onyango Jimmy, another 

trader, accused the council of failing to 
levy taxes no hawkers and vendors oper­
ating outside the marlcet 

"We"'tannot stop traders from working 
outside the marlcetifthey also pay licenc­
es and other taxes to the municipal coun­
cil,"he said, adding that the current tax­
es are likely to force some traders out of 
buSiness if they are not reviewed. 

Mr Ocho Mukulu, who operates a res­
taurant in the market, said the working 
envjronment was not conducive to busi­
ness. 

The Resident District Commissioner, 
Mr Sadik Bategana, directed the council 
authorities to convene an urgent meet­
ingto address the vendors'grievances. 

"My office is in total agreement with 
youlvendors], and I am directing the 
council speaker to call an urgent council 
meeting to handle yourissues,"he said 

Townleadership . 

However, the town mayor, Mr Kenne­
dy Orono Nyapidi,in an interview with 
this newspaper, stated that the vendors 
had participated in setting the very rent­
al rates they are contesting. 

"Before coming up with the rental rates, 
we held meetings with sector heads who 
guided us on what to levy, so I am won­
dering why they are now challenging a 
decision they helped to shape,"he said . 

Mr Nyapidi added that the council was 
not shaken by the protest, saying that 
traders who feel the rates are too high 
are free to leave and allow the municipal 
council to sotirce other tenants. 

Buruuli leaders deIlland 
clarity·on nuclear plant 
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Buruli Cultural leader Isabaruli Mwogezi Butamar{ya (centre) and wife interact with Public Service Minister Wilson 
Muruli Mukasa during his 21st coronation anniversary in Nakasongola District last week. PHOTO/DAN WANDERA 

Leaders says they are 
not certain about the 
exact size of land that 
the nuclear project will 
take and how to deal 
with affected families. 

BY DAN WANDERA 

tion circulating about the project has ' 
snarked debate and uncoordinated mes­
saging,leaving the affected communi­
ties,localleaders and the Buruuli CUltur­
al Institution in a dilemma 

"We don't have answers to the many 
questions raised regarding the planned 
nuclear plant at Kisenyi Parish, includ­
ing the actual size ofland earmarlced for 
the project, among many other issues.It 
is upon the government to addressthese 
concerns,"he said during his 21st coro­

: nation anniversary celebrations at Kibi-
• ra Village in Nakasongola Town Council 

T
he Buruuli cultural leadership and . last week. 
Nakasongola District leaders have The Isabaruuli said the Buruuli Cul­
expressed concern over the lack of ' tural Institution welcomes develop­
clarity surrounding the planned ment projects almed at improving pro-

7,200MW nuclear power-plant in their ' pIe's livelihoods and welfare, but tasked . 
district. • : the government to ensure accurate and ' 

The cultural leader, Mr Isabaruuli ~ timelyinformationreachesthepublic. ; 
Mwogezi Butamanya, said the informa- . "I am also not certain about the exact ; 

ABOUTNAKASONGOLA 
NUCLEAR PRO.J£CT 

The nuclear power plant, to be 
established at Kisenyi Parish in 
Kalungi Sub-county, Nakasongola 
District, will be the second largest 
in the country. Documents seen 
by Daily Monitorindicate that 
about 300 households are likely 
to be displaced from an area esti­
mated to cover 3,000 hectares . 
Documents further show that 
the area has ideal bedrock, favou­
rable geological conditions and 
reliable cooling water from Lake 
Kyoga The project is expected 
to bring social service, including 
road networks, atJlong others. 

size ofland that the nuclear project will 
take. However; the good news is that we 
have information that the relevant gov­
ernment departments haVe been alerted 
to these concerns,"he said 

He also rallied his subjects to embrace 
government development programmes 
for improved welfare, while cautioning 
them against cultural disintegration. 

"Nobody will help you build and love 
your culture. You should ensure that you 
jealously guard your culture and lan­
guage from disintegration, "he said. 
-Earlier; the Nakasongola County Mem­

ber of Parliament, Mr Noah Mutebi, and 
the Nakasongola District LC5 chairper­
son, Mr Sam Kigula,revealed that a del­
egation from the district had already en­
gaged the Office of the Prime Minister 
over emerging concerns surrounding 
the nuclear power project 

"The Prime Minister, Ms RQbinah Nab­
banja, together with the minister for En­
ergy and Mineral Development, will be 
in Nakasongola District to interact with 
stakeholders and possibly provide more 
information about the planned nuclear 
plant very soon. We hope the fears and 
concerns will be addressed,"Mr Mutebi 
said in his address. 

The Minister of Public Service,Mr Wil­
son Muruli Mukasa, who delivered Presi­
dent Museveni's message during the cor­
onation anniversary, said he was already 
in touch with the Office of the Prime Min­
ister and the Ministry ofEnergy and Min­
eralDevelopment, which have organised 
a stakeholders' engagement meeting in 
Nakasongola to clarify issues surround­
ingtheproject 

"The prime min.ister; together with the 
Energy minister, will be in Nakasongola 
to meet stakeholders about the nuclear 
project. We sl10uld not mix the nuclear 
project with the ongoing political cam­
paigns,"he said. 

Buruuli CUltural Institution Prime Min­
. ister Samuel Kasirye said key cultural 
• sites,including Kageri Hill in Nakason­
: gola Town Council, had already been se­
: cured and are among the priority areas 

for cultural tourism development 

: dwandera@ug.nationmedia.com 
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Echodu asks Soroti City residents to support NRM party 
BYSIMON PETER EMWAMU 

SOROTI. The National Resistance 
Movement (NRM) vice chairperson for 
eastern Uganda, Mr David Calvin Echo­
du, has appealed to residents of Soroti 
City to support NRM candidates in the 
2026 General Election, saying the ruling 
party deserves an opportunity to deliv­
er development in an area that has long 
voted for the Opposition. . 

Addressing residents ofPamba,Amen, 
Orwadai and Agama wards during a se­
ries of campaign rallies last week, Mr 
Echodu, who is also contesting for the 
Soroti City West Division parliamentary 
seat, urged voters to abandon negative 
sentiments towards the NRM. 

"Hand us that assurance. I am in this 
race to bring a new dawn,notjust to So­
roti City West but to the entire city;"Mr 

Echodu said at a rally inAgama Ward on ' 
Saturday lastweek. 

Soroti City, formerly .soroti Municipal­
ity,has remained a difficult political ter­
rain for the NRM for more than two dec­
ades, with most elective positions con­
sistentlywon by Opposition candidates. 

'While acknowledging the party's poor . 
performance in the city,Mr Echodu said : 

' thetimehadcometoreversethetrend : 
"NRM has not performed well here : 

over the years,butnow we have the hon- • 
our to correct that. I am not offering , 
empty rhetoriC; I am 6ffering service de- ~ 
livery across the political divide,"he said. ' 

Mr Echodu added that his election, . 
alongside other NRM candidates, would ' 
unlock development for the city. 

"I want to see an NRM city mayoI; divi­
sion mayors, a city woman MP and dis- , 
trictMPsin place.Once.thathappens, we • 
shall deliver development,"he said ' 

Mr David Calvin Echodu, t he NRM 
vice chairperson for eastern Uganda 

Mr Echodu is contesting for the Soroti 
City West Division seat against Mr Jon-

athan Ebw31u'ofthe Forum for Demo­
cratic Change (FDC),MrEmmanuelElau 
of the National Unity Platform (NUP) 
and Mr Patrick Anoku, an FDC-leaning 
Independent 

He has pledged to lobby for improve­
ments at Soroti Regional Referral Hos­
pital, the rehabilitation of city roads and 
skills training for urban youth. 

Mr Francis Esudu, the NRM candidate 
for Soroti City mayor, said the Oppo .~ 

tion's long hold on the mayoral seat had 
failed to deliver tangible development 

"For more than 20 years, the mayor's 
office has been in the hands ofthe.op­
position, yet nothing has changed,"Mr 
Esudu said, adding: "It is time to cl.}ange 
the mandate." 

Mr Esudu is contesting against Mr Em­
manuel Opio,Mr Simon Peter Ebitu and 
Mr Edmond Elasu, all independents, as 
well as MrPaul OmerofFDC. 


