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OFFERING EDUCATION SOLUTIONS 

. Th.e third term holidays are here and in 
many homes, children are doing nothing, 
which is risky. To ovoid falling in this 
trap, parents should enrol children in 
various productive ventures to keep the 
occupied, writes RITAH MU 

I
t is holiday time, a period when 
children are supposed to be 
home, but at Grace Villa borne 
in Kabale district, the compound 

is teeming with children of different 
age groups and classes; from 
kindergarten to university. The home 
accommodates 200 children from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. Girls 
do chores, after which they engage 
in activities such as tailoring, sports 
and in film, which· has taken them 
places under their brand Grace Villa 
Wood. 

At the home, the youngsters are 
honing their creativity in music, 
dance and drama. Besides, girls 
as young as iO years have become 
fashion designers. The home teams 
have won many trophies in football, 
golf and tennis. 

Ruth Kendegye Ndyabahika, 
the home's founder, says the 
children also engage in STEM 
(science, technology, engineering 
and mathematics) activities, debates, 
mentorships, farming, weaving, 
baking and catering. 

When it comes to film-making, she 
says the childr~n do most of the work: 
writing scripts, ed!ting, directing, 
camera wqrk, acting, producing and 
designing costumes. _ 

They have so far produq:d six films; 
five short ones and one of fullJength. 

Ndyabahika, a child psychologist, 

says film is transforming the girls' 
lives as international filmmakers have 
visited the home and hired some' of 
the youngsters for roles. 

In 2023, 24-year-old Desire 
Kirabo, an actress, visited the Netflix 
headquarters in Los Gatos, California, 
where she met the chief executive . 
officer, Reed Hastings. 

"We discussed my future in film and 
, my desire to see more movies from 

Grace Villa Wood showcased on 
Netflix, " she says. 

James Bagyenzi, a filmmaker, 
implores parents to enrol children 
in film, saying it has immense 
opportunities. 

"Just one film can employ 
hundreds of people: directors 
to actors, costume designers to 
runners who keep the wheels 
turning. Besides, film boosts 
confidence, enhances leadership, 
listening and decision making 
skills." 

However, he urges parents to be 
cautious on safety. 

"Ensure your child is in the right 
hands and keep a keen eye on 
th,em," he says. '. '. 

Away from Grace home~ parents are , 
planning different activities for t..1.eir 
children. - ~ ~ - -... 
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SKILLING A VACIST 
Zahara Namanda, the team lead at 
Africa Education and Leadership 
Initiative, a non-governmental 
organisatign, has a sister, Yvonne, who 
has'just colIlpleted Senior Six. She 

" loyes fashion and Namanda plans' to 
enrol her in driving school and also 
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fly her to Nairobi, where she will visit 
different fashion schools. 

Namanda says it is important for a 
parent to consider the child's passion 
and needs before enrolling them in 
any skills programme. 

She says when Yvonne was young, 
she loved crocheting. She would 
then spend her free time on YouTube, 
learning to crotchet different items. 

So, Namanda bought for her all the 
materials she needed and also got her 
a mentor. 

"I could facilitate her to meet her 
mentor in Bukoto, Kampala eveiy 
Sarurday," she says. 

This is not the first holiday activity 
for Yvonne. She has also been 
in several boot camps, including 
Ekisaakate of Buganda kingdom, 
which have boosted her confidence 
and helped her to find her identity. 

Rian Bogere, the founder of Women 
of Worth, a non-governmental 
organisation, advis~ busy parents 
to enrol their'children,in mentorship 
prograrnnres. , 
, Yvonne Muhanwe, a mother of two, 
agr~es, saying-she is grateful for the 
irnpa€t mentorships have had on her 
daughters' lives. They have taken on 
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leadership roles and have become 
confident 

Charity Abadhi, a mentor with 
Engender Girls Mentorship in t. 
Kira, Wakiso district, says through 
mentorship, children learn to believe 
in themselves, navigate social media 
pressure and are guided along the 
career path they want to take in life. 

They also learn to discern between 
good and bad friendships, all ' 
the while focusing on building 
confidence, resilience and good 
character. 

However, Bogere warns that, "Not 
all camps are good. Some introduce 
values that conflict with the family . 
beliefs. This is why I select camps 
for my children with great care. I ask 
a lot questions: What is the camp's 
purpose? What values do they teach? 
What activities are planned?" 

Samalie Barusa, another mentor, 
cautions parents to be careful. 

"Don't just enrol your children 
because your friend or relative 
recommended," she says. 

Continued on page 28 
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