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the youth has greatly impacted lives 
through his pastoral work. 

Mr Ivan Bukenya, a resident of Bu­
mangi Village, describes Fr Ssekabiia as 
one of the most peaceful priests the ar­
eahas known. 

"Fr Ssekabira is one of the most peace­
ful people we know at Burnangi village. 
He has never involved himself in polit­
ical matters or said anything political. 
He has always concentrated on Church 
work and guiding people spiritually,"he 
says. 

Ms Veronica Evel'f'll Nakazibwe, a pa­
rishioner, says Fr Ssekabira is a source 

WHU nas pmyea a DIg rOle ill befiavlOur 
change among the youth. 

"He is a person who builds hope in the 
youth and strengthens their faith. Many 
young people look up to him because 
he believes in them and encourages 
them to live positively,"she says. 

Exemplary life 
Mr Nakazibwe further says Fr Sseka­

bira has consistently encouraged Chris­
tians to help others, often leading by ex­
ample through his personal involve­
ment in supporting vulnerable chil­
dren to attain education. 

"He always tells people to help oth-

He supports children in attaining-edu­
cation, and that has inspired many par­
ents and Christians to also step in and 
help where they can," she adds. 

Fr Ssekabira has been active in nearly 
all Church activities at Burnangi Parish, 
beyond routine pastoral duties. He also 
heads the men's ministry department, 
where he focuses on shaping responsi­
ble Christian men and strengthening 
families. 

Oetentionjoumey 
Following the arrest of the priest, rela­

tives and friends started engaging secu­
rity personnel. 
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their spokesperson in Masaka, Mr . 
Twaha Kasirye initially denied knowl­
edge about the arrest. He advised the 
relatives to report the case of missing 
person to the nearest police station. 

Masaka Diocesan Bishop Severus 
Jjurnba, in a statement dated Decem­
ber 13, addressed to the faithful said 
all efforts to located Fr Ssekabira were 
fruitless. He appealed to the faithful to 
pray for the detained priest. 

"It is a grievous wound inflicted on 
Masaka Diocese, the entire Catholic 
Church and Fr Ssekabira's family," he 
said. 

The Bishop also asked the priests of 
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urn'. He further appealed to all the faith­
ful in Masaka to pray at their respective 
parishes, homes and communities so 
that God's power may reign. 
In a telephone interview with the Dai­

Jy Monitor, Masaka Diocesan'lawyer Al­
exander Lule said the Church had decid­
ed to handle the matter legally. 

But on Monday evening, the UPDF ad­
mitted to having the priest in its custody. 

The UPDF said Fr Ssekalega was under 
investigation over alleged subversive ac­
tivity. 

Reported by David Sekayinga, Malik F Jjin­
go& Dan Wandera 
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BY RONALD KABANZA Understaffing~housing gaps cripple healthcare in Rukungiri 
RUKUNGIRI. The Rukungiri District 

Health Officer, Dr Akasiima Mucungu­
zi, has decried persistenfunderstaffing 
and inadequate staff accommodation, 
saying the challenges have significant­
ly undermined health service delivery 
in the district. 

While receiving an ambulance for 
Bwambara Health Centre III last Sat­
urday, Dr Akasiima said the district has 
very few health workers, most of whom 
lack proper accommodation. 

"The district's health staffing lev­
el stands at 69.5 percent, yet govem­
ment-provided accommodation caters 
for only 10 percent of the workforce. 
A housing unit meant for one health 
worker is often shared by several others 
because of the shortage,"he said. 

Dr Akasiima added that the com­
plaints from the public stem from the 
fact that "we are too few compared to 
the district's growing population". 

"Yes, there are a few undisciplined 
staff who absent themselves or report 
late, but such issues cannot cripple ser­
vice delivery where staffing levels are 

"Right now, we have run out of AT­
tesunate. We diagnose patients and re­
fer them to drug shops to buy the medi­
cine, but some cannot afford it,"he said. 

Similarly, at Nyakagyeme Health Cen­
tre III, a midwife, Ms Bony Kyatuhaire, 
said frequent stock-outs are linked to 
the high patient load. 

"Some essential drugs run out from 
time to time. In Nyakagyeme Sub-coun­
ty, we receive many malaria patients, 
and TB cases are also on the rise. Be­
cause of this, medicines for these 
illnesses often run out, and patients 
complain when we refer them to pri­
vate clinics,"she said. 

Speaking at the same event, the Minis­
ter for Security, Mr Jim Muhwez~, com­
mended the govermnent for funding 
the purchase ofthe an1bulance. 

"This is a great achievement and a re­
lief to mothers who have been strug­
gling to access timely referrals during 
childbirth. I-tllank the govemment for 
taking this important step,"he said. 

adequate,"he said. i- Residents receive an ambulance delivered by the Ministry of Health officials in Bwambara Sub-county, Rukungiri Dis-
Mr Muhwezi added that the issues of 

understaffing and drug stock-outs wUl 
be addressed. According to the 2024 National Pop- i trict last week. PH,OTO/RONALD KABANZA . 

ulation and Housing Census, Rukungi- . 
ri District has a population of 376,110 .: Centre IIs, 10 Health Centre IIIs and 
petiPle, of who in 169,608 (52.3 percent)ial" four Health Cae IVs,staffed by a total 
are female and 169,502 (47.7 percent) : of 417 health workers and suppOlted by 
are male. • 462 Village Health Teams (VIITs). 

The population is served by 41 Health · Howllver, many facilities, j)articular-

ly in hard-to-reach areas, lack electrici­
ty, have limited infrastructure and are 
without basic amenities such as toilets 
and incinerators. 

At Bugan&ari Health Centre IV in 

"On drug stock-outs,! will engage the 
Bugangari Sub-county, the officer in- National Drug Auth'brity to ensure 
charge, Dr Willy RukUndo,said the facil- medicines ari 'deliveied ·on timli-so 
ity frequently experiences drug stock- that patients can access them. The oth­
outs due to an overwhelming number , er concerns will be reported to the rele-
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