
-Drive safe, stay alive~ -
this festive season 

T
he recently released health sector performance report 
shows that if aggregated, motor vehicle accidents, in­
cluding boda boda cycle accidents and related inju­
ries, were likely the second leading cause of death be­

hind malaria in the financial year 2024/2025. 
This adds to the visual evidence of congestion and reck­

less driving that is evident on our roads year-round. This is 
further compounded by the festive season rush, excitement 
and public transport drive to turn a profit. During this peri­
od, the risks on the road rise considerably. 

Last year, the police reported 10 deaths on the road at 
Christmas time. Last year, 5,144 people died in road crash­
es across the country. Some sub-counties across the coun­
try number 6,000 people or fewer, according to Ugan­
da Bureau of Statistics census data. One could say that 
an entire sub-county perished on our roads last year. 

The issue: 
Road safety 
Our view: 
Let us keep up 
with the travel 
advisories, 
start our 
journeys 
ontfme, be 
considerate 
of other road 
users aild obey 
the traffic rules 
as we head out 
to enjoy our 
festive holidays 
With family and 
friends. Life is 
precious, let's 
stay safe on 

. the roads this 
festive season. 

For this reason, concerted efforts 
should be made to ensure that unli­
censed and unqualified drivers are 
not operating public service vehicles 
and recklessly operating them to turn 
a profit this season. Repeated efforts 
have been made to license and train 
motorcycle riders. 

These plans should not be stopped 
or forgotten, as the regulation of that 
sector could contribute significant­
'ly to reducing the loss of human life. 
Improving the condition of our roads 
and ensuring the presence of road 
signs, markings, and street lighting 
are also key to reducing road carnage. 
Education campaigns for motor vehi­
cle operators and even pedestrians, in­
cluding school curriculum content on 
safety, are another long-term invest­
ment that will be worth the while in 
reducing needless death and injury 
of citizens. However, it would also re­
duce health sector spending towards 
accident injury and trauma treatment. 
At an individual level, let us re-

member that speed kills and that 
one ought to drive with the prevail­
ing road conditions in mind. Do not 
drive on narrow or slippery roads 
as you would drive on wide, unen­
cumbered stretches of highway. 
This time of year is synonymous with 
congested roads and the likely pres-

ence of inebriated or merrymaking travellers. It is further 
complicated this year by the election campaign trail con­
voys. 

Let us, in that vein, keep up with the travel advisories, start 
our journeys on time, be considerate of other road users and 
obey the traffic rules as we head out to enjoy our festive hol­
idays with family and friends. Life is precious, let's stay safe 
on the roads this festive season. 

We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to 'l.!! in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept ! ny compensation beyond that 

provided by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in 
our news gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel 
that we have fallen short in our attempt to keep these 
commitments. 

Carto";I, Uganda Civil Aviation Authority says they are investigating 
delays by Uganda Airlines. 
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n letter to Robert I\yagul 
the"lo million jobs fiy 203~ 

O
· e~:ini~~~¥v Presidential De-

bate of November 30, you assured 
the nation that your administration 
would create 10 million new jobs be­

, tween 2026 and 2031. Days later, the 
Daily Monitor of Thursday, December 11, 
:2025, through its fact checker, examined the 
numbers and concluded that the pledge­
though noble-was "highly unlikely or in­
feasible within the first five years." 
. It is in this sober context, and in the spir­
~t of constructive national dialogue rather 
than politics, that this letter is written. 
i The Daily MomtoI's analysis shows that 
Uganda currently creates fewer than 
500,000 jobs a year against a labour-mar­
~et inflow exceeding 700,000 new jobseek· 
ers annually. 
: Apply simple arithmetic and the gap be­
comes glaring long before we begin dream­
;ing of multi-million job expansions. To meet 
your proposed target, Uganda would need 
~o generate two million jobs annually-four 
itimes its current capacity: In manufacturing 
'alone, your target of 1.2 millionjobs would 
double the entire present industrial work­
:force reported by the Uganda Investment 
!Authority, and achieve this in only five years. 
! To be fair to the national effort and the 
youth you seek to inspire, Uganda is not idle. 
There are real interventions absorbing thou­
;sands of young Ugandans, particularly in in­
!dustrialisation, technology, sports and the 
'creative economy. Allow me to present the 
;industrialisation picture as I have personal­
ly witnessed it. 
, The Kampala Industrial and Business Park 
;in Namanve hosts light and medium indus­
;tries. Major tenants like Roofings, Coca-Co­
la and Mukwano have created direct and in­
'direct jobs. When combined with the Luzira 
~andBugolobi clusters,Namanve contributes 
.significantly to the industry sector, (UBOS 
AGDP; UIAlKIBP ESIA). 

Similarly, Luweero Industrial ParI 
the China-Uganda Agricultural IndustJ 
Park-focuses on agro-processing, inpl 
seed multiplication and mechanised faJ 
ing support. Early estimates from gove 
ment and the press placed its job poten 
in the thousands to tens of thousands. I< 
eeka Industrial Park, often linked to thE 
aoshen model, hosts ceramics, constt 
tion materials, light engineering, agro-I 
cessing aJld export-oriented factories. 
cording to Uganda Invest and VIA case 51 
ies, it is an emerging pub for regional m 
ufacturing growth. Then comes the HOll 
Kabaale Oil and Gas Hub: refinery plan 
60,000 bpd, Kabalega International Airp 
Kabaale Industrial Park and supporting 
rochemical infrastmcture. Government 
UNOC project jobs during construction 
operation. Once production shifts into 
gear the sector is ex"J}ected to boost nat 
al revenues and the industrial share of ( 
(UNOC,Ministry of Finance petroleum n 
itoring reports). 

Even with these major initiatives, UgaI! 
national accounts do not publish park 
el GDP outputs; economic contribuu 
are captured under Agriculture, Indu 
and Services. For FY2024/ 25, Industry 
tributed 24-25 percent ofGDP and Agr 
ture 25-26 percent, showing where ill 


