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UPCOUNTRY SPORT 
~oda ~oaa fL eaijer Soroti Cricket Academy launc~es Inaugural c~a ' 
,~,~.~~~.~ Bikala ................. " ... . 

Today 
Boda v Bukyaye 
Nakalama v Stars 
Butcher v K.Rifles 
Friday 
Amazon v Nampirika 

Defending champions Boda 
Boda FC return to action 
today when they face Bukyaye 
United FC in the curtain-rais­
er of the 2025 Sauda Alibawo 
Christmas Football Tourna­
ment at Nakalama Primary 
School playgrounds. 

The festive fOotball pro­
gramme continues later in 
the day with hosts Nakalama 
Stars FC locking horns with 
visitors Shooting Stars FC in 
what is expected to be another 
lively encounter. 
This year's edition has drawn 

unprecedented interest, with 
a record 18 teams signing up 
to compete, underSCOring the 
tournament's growing stature 
within the Busoga sub-re­
gion. Previous editions have 
consistently pulled in large 
crowds, as fans travel from 
different comers of Busoga 
to support their community 
sides. . 
. Incentives remain a key 
attraction, with the champions 
set to walk away with a bull, 
while the runners-up will' 
receive two goats. In addition, 
all participating teams have 
been equipped with new 
playing jerseys, courtesy of 
tournament patron Sauda 
Alibawo. . 

Alibawo, who also serves as 
the Woman Member of Par­
liament for Iganga, noted that 
the competition goes beyond 
football. She emphasised its 
role in nurturing talent while 
providing entertainrtJ.ent for 
the public during the Christ­
mas festivities. Boda Boda FC 
head coach Henry Dhikusoka 
expressed confidence ahead 
of the opener. 
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All roads will lead to Soroti 
City Sports Grounds this 
Saturday as the Soroti Cricket 
Academy hosts its first-ever 
Charity Run at the Soroti 
Cricket Ova}. The event aims 
to promote cricket in the 
region while raising funds to 
support youth development 
through sports and education. 

Felix Musana, chairperson 
of the Soroti Cricket Acade­
my, explained that the run, 
featuring 5km, lOkm, and 
15km distances, is part of the 
ongoing Carnival celebrations. 
"The Charity Run is designed 
to help us Build Dreams 
through Sports and Education. 
Full participation will enable 
us to raise funds that will 
support the smooth running of 
our programs," he said. 

Founded in 20 14, the acad­
emy has focused on empow­
ering youth across Soroti and 
the Teso Sub-region, with 
initiatives aimed at keeping 
the Girl Child in school. Over 
the years, the a,cademy has 
organized numerous events, . 
including the January I:Ioliday 
Camp, U-13 Mini Cricket 

Challenge for primary schools, 
U-15 Secondary Schools 
Tennis Ball Challenge, U-18 
Musana Cup, and the Decem­
ber Holiday Camp, all aimed 
at honing the skills of aspiring 
cricketers. 

The academy's dev"elopment 
programs have nurtured 
talent that has resulted in the 
creation of three competitive 
cricket dubs- Olila High 
Sc;:hool, Soroti Challengers CC 
(Ladies), and Soroti Blazers 
CC (Gentlemen)- all of which 
participate in the National 

; 

Cricket League. 
Soroti Cricket Academy 

alumnus Sarah Akiteng, a 
Kyambogo University gradu­
ate, thanked the academy for 
its support throughout her 
education. She urged young 
athletes to take part in the 
Charity Run, describing it as 
an opportunity not only to 
support a good cause but also 
to discover their potential and 
career pathways. 

The inaugural .Charity Run 
promises a day of fitness, fun, 
and community spirit. 

OKIROR AND GOlOlA WflGH IN 
.~.Y. .~~.~~~~~" ....... " ..... " .. ". 
Tickets 
Children 
Couple 
Individual 
VIP 
VVIP 
Table 

sh5000 
sh25000 
sh15000 
sh50000 
sh100000 
sh500000 

The Speaker of Parliament 
Annet Among Anita, is 
expected to be the chief 
guest at the along-awaited 
intercultural fight between 
Dan Okiror and Moses Golola 
on Saturday at Bukedea 
stadium, Bukedea district 

Okiror who will be faCing 
Gol01a for the first time in 
memorial confirmed this 
to Vision sports saying 
the Speaker of parliament 
has already confirmed her The fighters weighed in on 
presence during the fight Friday afternoon at Bukedea 
in companionship with the stadium with Colola at 82kg 
Iteso cultural king Paul Sande and Okiror slightly heavier at 
Emolot Etomeileng 83 kg ahead of a Kl style of 

"The prayers for many live rounds, each lasting three 
Ugandans ~. be answered _ minutes. 
on Saturday. I will be fighting "I can't fight with Okiror 
Golola on Saturday 20 ,2025 for five rounds, come on 
in a fight dubbed as the 'Fight mehn .. ... Golola said with 
of the Century'," Okiror said. the usual comic self. "Me 

"These guys (Golola and the champion, the world 
Okiror) are Champions... greatest. .. ? I'm just going 
This is actually the biggest to squeeze him. I think if he 
fight ever in Uganda and I remains in the first round, the 
am proud to be part of this," second-round won't be easy 
Ann Am Anit f. him " he adrlerl et ong a. DI...o..utOltl';«5I'I~tSj~2.\ !ur~")H" ir 01.: c 1) ~ it'1b';JD-!19 ~'15 10, 
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However, there is growing 
excitement, as well as high 
expectations as days clock 
nearer to the Int~r cultural 
fight. 

"For long time I have been 
listening to people talk about 
Golola but this time I will be 
with him on site, not again 
on TV or tiktok, " said Jane 
Akello Okiror's supporter. 

Daniel Apieun, organising 
chairperson of the event is 
optimistic that the match 
will help to unite people 
through kickboxing as well as 
develop'ing more talents. 
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Odong, Ocitti seal grand finale spo~ 
Kenneth Odong, a Uganda 
Pool Cranes player and Gulu 
veteran pool player, Emma­
nuel Ocitti have booked their 
place among 128 players to 
play the grand finale of the 
Nile Special National Pool 
Open Championship 2025. 

Odong, .Ocitti and Samuel 
Odongpiny booked their 
places after qualifying from 
Cue Arena in Gulu city for 
Bardege-Layibi division last 
Friday during the regional 
qualifier where 32 pool play­
ers who qualified from eight 
mini venues competed. -

Odong qualified after 
beating Eddy Wamono 4-0 
while Odongpiny defeated 
Ocitti 4-2 in the semifinal 
and Ocitti booked his place 

. after beating Wamono four 
games to one (4-1) in the 
third position playoff. 

Odong is a former seed 
seven, national open pool 
championship 2017 sem­
ifinalist and 2023 winner 
of the Hawley Cup under 
23 championship in South 
Africa. 

He is also-a player for 
Upper Volta Pool club and ' 
Garage Lounge pool club 
in Gulu city while Ocitti is a 

Gulu pool veteran. 
Ocitti was. a Nile Special 

National Open Pool Cham­
pionship 2013 semifinalist. 
He played for Skin Samona 
pool club and has won m ,­
tournaments in Gulu and for 
his clubs. 

He was the captain of Gulu 
pool club that won the Pool 
association of Uganda (PAU) 
division one league 2018. 

The trio; Kenneth Odong, 
SamuelOdongpiny and 
Emmanuel Ocitti will join 
three other pool players; 
Collin Abonga, Aron Opiyo 
and Sammy Komagum who 
qualified from Code 8 Arena 
to represent Gulu in the 
grand finale. 

On the same note, Ivan 
Ogen-rwot, Wilfred Woko­
rach and Ivan Anywar 
qualified from Club Vortex 
in Kitgum Municipality to 
play the grand finale of Nile 
special national open pool 
championship 2025. 

The grand finaie of national 
open pool will be held at 
Lugogo MIN indoor stadium 
this Sunday where 128 pool 
players (men) country wide 
will compete and the winner 
will be awarded a brand new 
Mark X, a pool table and 
other cash prizes. 

Nsasa resiaents celeorate nealtn ana unity 
.~y..~~T.~~~ .. ~~.!T..~~~.~~.~.... . games, including football, 

volleyball, and bO<jTd games. 
Residents of the new Nsasa 
estate in Nsasa Village, Kira 
Municipality, are celebrating 
the continued success of the 
community sports gala, now 
in its third edition. Launched 
three years ago, the initiative 
has not only boosted social 
cohesion but also improved 
health and fitness among 
participants, helping reduce 
chronic illnesses in the area. 

The event, held on Sunday 
at the Supotsu Complex, 
brought together residents 
from the estate's nine zones 
to compete in a variety of 

Zande Zone claimed the 
overall championship for 
the second consecutive year, 
amassing 123 points and 
also taking home the trophy 
in the tug-of-war compe­
tition. Teso Zone finished 
second with 114 points, 
excelling in volleyball, while 
Riverside West, champions 
of football, secured third 
place with 87 pOints. 

Simon Peter Kavuma, the 
community's 'supreme chair­
person, noted that the estate 
comprises 800 households 
across nine zones. 


