
Problem­
solving 
Our view: 
Any initiative 
that is aimed . 
at improving 
family 
interpersonal 
relations is 
more than 
welcome> 
especially at 
this time of 
year. 
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Over 10 weeks, parents, guardians and car­
egivers engaged in weekly discussions on 
how to model and support these skills, more 
specifically problem. 

For some of the families that participated, 
the lessons have bridged generational gaps, 
replacing conflict with cooperation. 

Ms Faridah Nassereka, ALiVE's systems 
coordinator in Uganda and a senior pro­
gramme officer at UWEZO Uganda says that 
after reflecting on the low life skills profi­
ciency among young people in Kenya, Ugan­
da and Tanzania, ALiVe set out to engage 
parents and communities, to strengthen 
problem solving skills particularly. 

Some of the children say they are now clos-
erto their parents. Some of the parents were 
encouraged to engage more closely with 
schools. Because of this, some of the parents 
took initiative to visit the schools to under-

stand their children's academic challenges to identify the support 
they need. . 

A Local Council 1 chairperson of one of the participating areas, 
Francis Turyamureeba says parent-child conflict has reduced sig­
nificantly. 

Some parents have also attested to the lessons teaching them 
patience, empathy and respect for children's rights. 

While it is easy to dismiss such programmes as trivial and not 
what the populace needs, we must acknowledge that such pto­
granunes help to give birth to peace and stability in various are­
as, especially at the smallest but core unit of community, which is 
the family. 

Even as we call upon travellers to be kin on road safety and par­
ty-goers to drink responsibility, we must also call for deliberate 
and intentional use of skills such as problem solving as this con­
tributes to how well or how poorly the festive season will go. The 
participants of the H)-week weekly dialogues if they put to good 
use the skills learnt will definitely have a more peaceful and en-' 
joyable festive season. 

Our commitmen to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by Monitor Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news 
gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel that we 
have fallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 
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US-Uganda health partnership: Investing in· 
resilience, ownership, and shared prosperity 

O
n December 10, the United States 
and Uganda took a bold step forward 
in global health diplomacy, signing 
a five-year $2.3 billion (Shs8.09 tril­
lion) Health Cooperation Memoran­
dum ofUnderstanding (MoU). This 

landmark document is more than afinap­
cial plan; it is a blueprint for how nations 
can work together through co-investment 
to save lives, strengthen health systems, and 
build a safer, more prosperous future for 
both America and Uganda. 

Uganda is among the first of dozens ofna­
tions to negotiate such a comprehensive 
health partnership with the United States. 

This is not only a testament to Uganda's 
leadership and vision for the health of the 
nation, but also a signal of the United States' 
enduring commitment to Africa's health . 
and development. 

The MoU sets a new standard for bilateral 
cooperation-one that prioritises sustaina­
bility, accountability, and mutual benefit. 

A model for sustainable health invest­
ment. The MoU is innovative in both its 
ambition and its design. Over the next 
five years, the Department of State, work­
ing with Congress, plans to invest up to 
$1.7 billion in Uganda's priority health pro­
granunes,including HlV/Aids, tuberculo­
sis,malaria,matemal and child health, po­
lio eradication, and disease outbreak pre­
paredness. 
In parallel, Uganda will increase its own 

health spending by over $500 million, grad­
ually assuming greater financial responsi­
bility as US support tapers. 

This co-investment model is critical.lt en­
Sl.IreS that gains made through decades of 
US support are not only preserved, but al­
so owned and sustained by Ugandan insti-
tutions. . 

By transitioning procurement of health 
commodities and integrating frontline 

health workers into Uganda's payroll, the 
MoU builds local capacity and resilience. 

Strengthening Systems, Empowermg Peo­
ple: The MoU recognises that strong health 
systems are built on more than funding­
they require robust institutions, skilled 
health workers, and inclusive policies. By 
supporting Uganda's community health 
system, sustainable financing models for 
faith-based and private providers, and pri­
vate sector innovation, the framework of 
the MoU ensures that all Ugandans, regard­
less of where they seek care, can access es­
sential services. Performance incentives em­
bedded in the MoU will drive results and ac­
countability. This approach aligns resourc­
es with impact, ensuring that every dollar 
.spent delivers measurable benefits for both 
countries. 

A partnership for th~ future: This new 
phase in US-Uganda cooperation is not just 
about health-it is about shared security 
and prosperity. Jnfectious diseases know no 
borders. By helping Uganda build a resilient 
health system, the United States is also pro­
tecting its own citizens from global health "' 
threats.At the same time, a healthier Ugan­
da means a stronger partner in trade, securi-
ty,and innovation. . 

The United States and Uganda have 
worked side by side for over six decades 
to save lives and strengthen systems. To­
day, we reaffirm that partnership and chart ' 
a course toward a future where Uganda's 
health gains are sustained by Ugandan 

. hands,for Ugandan communities. 
Safeguarding data privacy through a new 

agreement: The United States and Ugan­
da also signed robust protocols to ensure all 
health data collected and shared under the 
MoU is handled with the highest standards 
of privacy and security. It affirms both gov­
emments'commitment to ensuring any da­
ta is used solely for public health purposes 
and in full compliance with Ugandan data ' 
and privacy protection laws. 

Protecting health, advancing prosperity: 
This framework is the culmination of 

more than 60 years of collaboration, but it 
is also a beginning.It signals a mutual com­
mitment to safeguarding health gains, em­
powering local institutions, and ensuring 
that Uganda's health system is resilient,re­
sponsive, and sustainable. 

As Uganda and the United States move for­
ward together, this MoU stands as a testa­
ment to what is possible when nations in­
vest in each others futures-not just with 
reso~es, but with trust, vision, and shared 
purpose. 

William W Popp, US Ambassador. 


