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How refugee graduates 
sforlD cOllllllunity 

Against daunting odds,ref­
ugee graduates in Uganda 
are turning university educa­
tion into powerful tools for 
community transformation. 
They create j9b~, improve 
healthcare, drive innovation 
and proving that investing 
jn refugee hjghE?r:: ed..,!Jgation 
fue./s dignity, development 
and lasting impact. 

BY NAKABIRI DAPHINE 
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Refugee pupils 
struggle in 
English-only 
classrooms 
BY SYLIVIA KATUSHABE 

79 

U
ganda is internationally recogr..ised 
for its progressive refugee policy, 
welcoming people fleeing conflict 
,from neighbouring countries such as 

'South SUdan,DR Congo, somalia and Burun­
dL 

Most refugee children have previoUsly 
studied in Arabic, French or local dialects. Up- -~;. ­

on enrolment in Ugandan'schools, they are 
expected to follow lessons taught in English, a 
language many do not understand. Teachers 
waiimlat Without adequate fanguage sup-­
port, these learners struggle to keep up aca­
demically, withdraw socially and,in some cas-
es, drop out of school. 

Education stakeholders say the language 
gap affects not only learning outcomes but al­
so integration into school communities. 

A
s Uganda continues to host thousands These concerns were highlighted as Win-
of refugees across its settl~ments, access dle International Uganda (WIU) in partner-
to education, particularly higher educa- ship with UNHCR and Makerere Universi-
tion, remains a distant dream for many ty's School of Languages, Literature and Com-- ' "" 

young people. munication, concluded a 1D-day specialised 
PoveI1i common in both,refugee and ho~t training for teachers of English from Kiryan-

communities, continues to shut talented youth dongo Refugee settlement. Funded by the 

out of universities, limiting access to funding, . -y~~;~~~~&~~~th~e~~~~i&if--exposure and opportunity, and leaving vast p-'o""'-~.-¥~~~++-'---''--~--~ I on 
tential untapped. skills to support refugee learners with little or ..... "" . 

A 2024 report by the United Nations High no knowledge of English. 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) paints Mr Charles Rubangakene, a teacher of Eng-
a stark picture: only 2.11 percent of refugee ...... lish at Kiryandongo High School and a ben-
youth in Uganda aged between'19 and 35 are Refugee innovators display clean-energy technologies, briquettes, and handmade African print products eficiary of the programme,said it has trans-
enrolled in tertiary education,and oftheseJust at the DAFI Alumni showcase, highlighting youth-led solutions for sustainable livelihood~. PHOTOS! formed how teachers handle linguistically di-
four percent are women. The figures under- DAPHtNE NAKABIRI. verse classrooms. 
score the scale of exclusion and the inlmense "This programme has changed our percep-
human ~ital that remains underutilised. ..,.QfInstitutional Development and Qu~- tion and ~ed us with_I!ewwa.YS.Qftea~·_ 
- For Solomon Bhaghabhonerano, a refugee ' ty Assurance at WIU, the alumni achieve- ing learners from different cultures and coun-

living in Nakivale Refugee S~ttlement, edu- ments are living proof of the value of in- tries,"he said. 
cation once felt out of reach. Raised in an eco- vesting in refugee education. Rubangakene explained that teachers were 
nomically disadvantaged family, he recalls fin- "Today, we are not just talking about introduced to approaches such as translan-
ishing A-Level education with no clear path for- potential, we are showcasing proven re- guaging, communicative methods, teach-
ward. "I faced the 'prospect of sitting idle, with sults,"he said, "These graduates are pro- ing sounds and drawing on learners' lived 
little hope of continuing with my studies,"he fessionals, innovators and community experiences. The training has also improved 
says. leaders. When you educate a refugee, you teachers' ability to assess and place non-Eng- ' 

That trajectory changed when he was award- invest in peace, stability and sustainable lish-speaking leatners in appropriate classes. ' 
ed a scholarship under the Albert Einstein Ger- . development." Muhamood Kimera,education programme 
man Academic Refugee Initiative WAFI), ena- manager at WIU, says the organisation runs 
bling him to pursue a degree in Clinlate Change Fromsurvival to solutions two major language initiatives in Kiryandon-
and Conservation at Makerere University. The As the DAFI programme marked 30 go. The English for Adults programme tar-
opportunity not only transformed his life but " years of impact, it celebrated more than gets adult refugees,mainly from SUdan:, while 
also ignited a wider impact. Armed with new 3,000 completed scholarships. Ms Hilda a language-bridging programme supports 
skills, Bhaghabhonerano founded Live in Namakula, WIU's programme manager school-going children by running alongside 
Green, an initiative promoting clean energy for Scholarships, noted that these have the Ugandan curricUlum. The bridging class-
solutions such as briquettes and energy-effi- generated over 3,000 research projects es are conducted before and after regular les-
cient stoves in both refugee and host commu- half of them led by women while anoth- sons to help learners gradually transition into 
nities. er 3,000 refugee students still await op- English instruction. 

The venture has improved household liveli- portunities. "Th~e language training services support --
hoods anq created employment for more than Among the alumni is Faustin Zikama, HI G H ~IGHT Barriers that persist refugees'productivity within the settlement 
16 people within the settlement, clear evidence a healthcare entrepreneur whose Mas- ..... 4 •• ".......... . ........... . Despite these successes) challenges and their ability to integrate mto the ugan-
that when refugees access higher education, ter's ~cholarship inspired him to tack- Beneficiaries remain. Limited funding continues to dan community,"Kimera said.~Since Uganda's 
communities benefit. Ie health gaps in Nakivale: With support so far ' constrain the DAFI programme, while official language is English, learners must ac-

=capaCityDeyondth~lassroom -- -
These stories took centre stage at the DAFI 

Alumni showcase held in Kampala, convened 
by Windle International Uganda (WIU) in 
partnership with UNHCR and supported by 
the German Federal Government. The event 
brought together more than 100 refugee grad­
uates and stakeholders under the theme From 
scholarship to impact. 

'The showcase celebrated the transforma­
tive power of higher education and highlight­
ed refugee graduates' contributions to commu­
nity development and national progress.Alum­
ni presented thriving businesses, innovative 
non-governmental organisations, communi­
ty projects and professional careers improving 
lives across refugee and host populations. 

According to Mr Anthony Kerwegi, director 

from feJlow graduates, he secured a gov- many refugee students face documen- quire basic proficiency to succeed in school 
-emrnent loan and established Marifa As the OAFI pro- - - tation delays, restrictive work-permit and life." 
Medical Clinic in 2019. Comparable to gramme marked policies and early marriage, especial- Kimera noted that WIU currently supports 
a Health Centre N, the facility now pro- 30 years ofim- ly among girls which derail education 364 adult learners with only four teachers due 
vides affordable healthcare and employs pact, it celebrated prospects. to limited funding, underscoring the growing 
more than 30 ~ople. more than 3,000 Participants at the showcase called demand for language services. Also, some ref-

Similarly, Marot Touloung, chief exec- completed scho- for stronger partnerships with the pri- ugee students now rely on smartphone trans- _ 
utive officer of the African Youth Action larships. Ms Hilda vate sector, expanded scholarship fi - lation applications during lessons. 
Network (AYAN), has mobilised fund- Namakula, WIU's nancing, targeted outreach within set- Assoc Prof Saudah Namyalo, dean of the 
ing to empower refugee youth through programme ma- tlements, and greater alumni involve- School of Languages, Literature and Commu-
vocational training, entrepreneurship nagerfor Scho- ment in mentorship and advocacy. They nication at Makerere University, said the uni-
and peacebuilding. AYAN's initiatives, larships, noted that also urged better documentation and versity is developing instructional materials 
ranging from the Refugee Pathpreneur these have gene- storytelling to amplify refugee achieve- for beginner, elementary and intermediate 
Project to innovation centres offering rated over 3,000 , ments and influence policy. levels to support both adult and child learn-
co-working spaces, childcare, internet research projects As Uganda's refugee population ers. She reaffinned the university's commit-
~c ~ ~d skills training, have hp1?~d '" half of them l~ 1>4.' t: 1'.1 UW"" LJut:me5Salge~ang: Clear investing ment to :refugee education and encouraged 

:~~ ~ees_ from dep~d~~ <i1i'-tJ.~ll>·c~9m~,? _ - ~ - q • a'~t'a1¢grC:inV!:Stnlen:~-4).,lm1par('1.~i!~~J~E~~:~~: 
~ Y JlS-' ~ ;) :9% <!UrJ ~'es~l~J'gYo~~. 
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