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QUOTE OF 
THE DAY 

Uganda Peoples Congress president immy Akena: "I want to tell you, Yoweri Kaguta Museveni is responsible for my disqualification ... 
Wnoever wishes to vote for Akena,please don't vote for Museveni; rather, vote for one of the other seven candidates. And if you don't want any of them, 
write my name Akena, on the ballot." 

DITORIAL 

Govt must rethink its 
plans around e-waste 

A
s gifts are unboxed in the next few days, with the festive 
season and its attendant activities set to reach a crescendo, 
a spike in the amount of electronic waste or e-waste gener-
ated is,lamentably,to be expected. . 

From batteries and electrical devices being supplanted by new 
gifts to emptyplasp.c.bQtties of beverages guzzled, landfills in ur­
ban areas are undoubtedly bracing themselves for the worst­
our failure to dial down our conswnption over the festive season. 

Anecdotal evidence suggests that discarded strings of bat­
tery-powered gadgets over the festive season significantly con­
tribute to the 40,000 tonnes of e-waste the country generates 

annually per a 2021 dataset (up from 
17,000 tonnes in 2017). 

The Issue: 
E- 'Vaste 
Our view: 
WIth anecdotal 
e :idence sho Ning 
hat sales of 

Part of the reason why Ugandans 
have grown into the habit of exacer­
bating the digital dumping problem 
is because the country has not been 
proofed against old electronics that 
find its borders rather permeable. The 
shelflife of the aforesaid gadgets is, un· 
surprisingly, short. So, they keep being 
replaced when festivities-such as t4e 
ones we are currently revelling in­
loosen the purse strings. 

Cartoon. Uganda Airlines has announced plans to increase its number of crew members and expand its 
fleet in response to passenger complaints. . . 
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minute flooding. 

e ectronic 
gadgets sllch as 
co puters, TVs, . 
monitors and 
console game 
platforms soar in 
Ugaf1da's major 

~. CltteS In the run-L p 
.· tono!Jdays, it IS 

imperati Ie that 
responsible 
authorities 

Since the trade-in programmes 
around old electronics that come with 
discoJlIlted rates for Ugandans are not 
without grim implications, the govern­
ment ought to rethink its plans.IfUgan­
dans are to make a difference when it 
comes to e-waste, both in their deci­
sions about what to buy;hold on to and 
dispose of, government officials must 
stop giving them enough rope to hang 
themselves. 

Christmas 2025: We may not 
be okay but we are still here 

Speaking of which, did anyone actually en- . 
joy enough grasshoppers aka nsenenethis 
season? Exactly. QiIpate change said, "Not 
this year." 

On social media, everyone looks rich,hap­
py;permanentlytravellinguntilyoure­
member filters are free and reality is not. In­
fluencers are soft-launching lifestyles the 
rest ofus are still trying to understand. 

• 

ensure that old 
electronICs rarely 
see the light of 
dqy. . 

It is also quite evident that the bark 
of the B.asel Convention on the Con­
trol of Transboundary Movements of 
Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal 
is worse than its bite. Uganda is a par-
ty of the international treaty that came 
into effect in 1992 and started frown­
ing upon e-waste in 2006. It has bare-

ly helped matters that the treaty's provisions are unambiguous 
about the adverse effects of digital dumping. As a result, a great 
deal of Christmas and New Year gifts that the vast bulk ofUgan­
dans will receive during this festive season will in many respects 
have a constricted shelflife. 

With anecdotal evidence showing that sales of electronic 
gadgets such as computers, TVs,monitors and console game plat­
forms soar in Uganda's major cities in the run-up to holidays, it is 
imperativetilat responsible authorities ensure that old electron­
ics ra¢y see the light of day. 

If this is too much to ask for, Uganda should at least pull all the 
stops to ensure that it increases the number of e-waste hubs it 
has under its belt. 

Currently, the country has only a couple of e-waste hubs domi­
ciled in Kampala and Nakasongola: Both facilities are located in 
industrial areas, with Nakasongola's overseen by the army's Na­
tional Enterprise Corporation in tandem with the Natronal Envi­
ronment M¥lligement Authority. 

Our commltnient to you 
We pledge: 
• To be accurate and fair in all we do. 
• To be respectful to all in our pursuit ofthe truth. 
• To refuse to accept any compensation beyond that provided 

by MonitOr Publications Ltd. for what we do in our news 
gathering and decision-making. 

Further, we ask that we be informed whenever you feel that we 
have fallen short in our attempt to keep these commitments. 

K
udos, Ugandans. We are a resilient lot. 
Somehow,we have becomeunexpect­
ed global symbols of'managing."We 
adapt, yes butlet's be honest,adapta­
tion does not cancel frustration. We 
are strong, but-we are also tired. Tu· 

libakoowu. 
Christmas is coming, but it's not arriv-

ing with fireworks and fireworks money. 
No. This one is coming quietly, humbly, very 
much like that original night in the manger. 
It's peeping into Uganda, scanning the sit­
uation, and saying, "Hmm. . .let mejust en­
ter slowly." 

The.vibes are trying. The reality? Very 
stubborn. 

Money is scarce. Prices are loud. Salaries 
are silent. Everyone is budgeting,re-budg­
eting, then pretending not to check the bal­
ance again. Christmas shopping has official­
ly become "lefs see what we can manage." 
. This year, Christmall plans started 
strong ... and we are praying they don't just 
end with, "At least we are alive." 

Let's talk about electricity, which has 
shown us who is really in charge. It appears 
when you're not ready and disappears ex­
actly when food. is on the cooker and YOlive 
settled in for a Christmas movie. 

You know those Hallmark movies with 
fake snow, big houses,zero problems.! have 
many thoughts about those, but let's part 
them for now . 

Christmas lights flash briefly, then surren­
der. Phones are half-charged. Cooking has 
turned into a race against time. Load shed­
ding isn't apologetic anymore.!tjust hap-
pens. Dryly. Confidently. . 

One of these good days, we need to offi­
cially apologise to Umeme. We didn't know 
what we had until it was gone. You only 
know the importance of light when you are 
in darlmess, the abrupt type which conies 

This Christmas is not 
about excess. It's about 
endurance. Not about 

. perfection, but pre-

. senee. Not about ha­
ving everything but 
managing so­
mething. 
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without warning. 
Politics, as usual,refuses to sit quietly. Cam­

paigns are everywhere. Tear gas and wa-
ter cannons are doing regular patrols. you 
leave home to buy bread; you return know­
ing all the slogans and hearing every candi-
date's rowdy lot. . 

Loud trucks. Blasting campaign messages . . 
Youth hanging dangerously off the sides ... 
.all hustling for daily bread from contest­
ants who suddenly remember them. 

Peace on earth is still loading. Please 
wait ... maybe Baby Jesus,about to be born, 
will redeem us. 

As if Uganda needed encoutagement, the 
rest of the world is also clearly struggling. 

Globally,there's war'on the news every day. 
Inflation is international Food prices are 
rising everywhere. Climate change has offi­
cially shown us that even the weather has 
atti~de. One minute its sweltering, the next 
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Technology is also stressing us. Too many 
AI videos, too many voices that could run us 
mad. AI is takingjobs,apps keep updating 
themselves,and phones demand software 
upgrades while we're still paying them off. 
Sigh! 

And Yet. .. Christmas will happen 
Churches will be full. OUtfits may be re­

cycled, but confidence is brand new.Fami- . 
lies will gather. The food may be simple, but 
everyone eats. Portions may be strategic, but 
joy is present. ' 

Children are excited because Christ:maS 
does not need money to be magical. They 
just need vibes, sugar, freedom from school, 

. and let's be honest,data,of course. 
- This Christmas is not about excess. It's 

about endurance. Not about perfection,J>ut 
presence. Not about having everything·but 
managing something. 

In ayear full of economic pressure, the 
tax man wants his share. The lending bank 
will not stop demandingjust because it 
is Christmas. Yes even the wewol~ the lit­
tle amount borrowed from the mobile ser­
vice provider is larking, waiting for s.ome­
one to deposit and then swiftly deduct their 
bit. Then the political tension, global chaos, 
climate d:raIha, and social-media pressure, 
Ugandans are still standing,stilllaughing, 
still showing up. 

Merry Christmas, Uganda 

Ms Barbra Baguma Mugadu is a 
passionate writer and storyteller 
bkbaguma@gmail.com 
BKBMusings@50 

Email editorial@ug.nationmedia.com 
Registered at the GPO as a newspaper 


