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Protecting the 
gains in rural 
child education 
ndeed there are some gains Enough and qualified teach­
to protect in regard to rural ing staff in ruiaJ. schools: Iron­
education.For example, there ically, more and more teachers 
is an increase in enrolment, are graduating from the var-

with more girls attending ious universities every year. 
school. New school structures However, it's sad to note that 
have been built across rural . many would rather choose to 
areas in the country. stay jobless than teach in ru-

However, amid the gains, ral schools. Now, this problem 
challenges still abound. These has been compourtded with 
challenges need te be priori- the salary increase for science 
tised so as to achieve the Sus- teachers, while Arts teachers 
tainable Development Goal 4 continue earning peanuts. As 
(SDG 4), which aims to ensure a policy, government should 
inclusive and equitable quali- consider tangible incentives 
ty education and promote life- that can draw more teachers 
long learning opportunities for to work in rural schools. This 

. all by 2030. will help to accelerate SDG 4, 
A lot more needs to be done which calls for a substantial in­

to firmly protect, strengthen crease in the supply of quali­
and concretise the gains in ru- fred teachers by 2030. 
ral child education Surmounting cultural beliefs 

We need to keep :learners in- - and norms that keep the girl 
terested in learning by having child of schoof: For in:,i:a.nce, 
the schools well facilitated and home chores lilce fetching wa­
equipped.. While there is an in- ter from far away and tend­
crease in enrolment, especial- ing to the farms during,school 
lYin primary schools, large dis: time. Children have to help at 
_ p\U'ities between rural and ur- homes, but rather at reasona­
ban'~ools still remain. From ble times, so that sch09l isn't 
poor school structures to un- just a secondary thing when 
der-resourcedandillequipped they are exhausted and can't 
classrooms, children in ru- concentrate. Whenchildrehlag 
ral schools are disadvantaged. behind in school, they easily 

. All children de-
ser\'e an inclu­
sive and quality 
education ... 

EooCafiOh 

Many are discoU!'ao<>ed and end 
up losing interest in school, ul­
tir.na~dIoppingout 

Then, there is the js,.lle of san-· 
itation. Several rural schools 
are lacking in this area yet this 

. is very critica1,considering that 
learners are expected to spend 
longhoursinschool.Therefore, 
provision of separate toilets for 
teachers, boys and girls, as well 
as enough hand washing sta­
tionS in the schools goes hand­
in hand with protecting the 
gains in rural child education. 

School meals: While Urban 
school going children are 
"suffering" with excess to 
eat and mini, their -rural 
counterparts hardly have 
enough to take them throug.1-t 
the school day. But who exactly 
has t:ailed rural learners on 
this? Yne echoes could as well 
point to the government but 
no, school administrators, 
parents and the community 
can do better here. 

lose motivation and may even­
tually abandon it altogether. 

For the girls, the consequenc­
es are dire, as they face an in­
creased risk of being forced 
into early marr'Utge and preg­
nancy. As a result, limited ca­
reer opportunities mean they 
are at peril of living in pover­
ty rendering them dependent 
on husbands or relatives. This 
makes it difficult for the girls 
to constructively build their 
own life 3.1"1d Cl'1oices, hence sti­
fling their potential and capa­
bilities. 

Introducing digital educa­
tion in rural schools: Learn­
ers in rural areas don't have 
access to the sa...'lle technolo­
goy as their urban peers. Act.l­
ally,many lack the basic knowl­
edge of how to operate a COID­

puter. Technology is now a ne­
cessity in all areas of 0UI" lives, 
even more so to learners. With 
access to a comDuter and se­
cure internet they can tie able 
to significantly learn as they 
connect to the global worldfull 
of enormous pportunities. 

. Need to redesign policies that 
take advantage ofrural cultur­
al capital: Communities and 
policymakers could urJock un­
tapped potep.tial within rural 
schools and enhance educa­
tional outcomes for all learn­
ers regardless of where they 
live: 
All children deserve an inclu­

sive and quality education be­
cause it is one of the most p<Jw­
erfulvehides for attaining sus­
tainable development 

Katherine Nabuzale. katherinenabuzale@gmail.oom 
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Opinions' 

Ugandas election debate must shift 
from ·pe.rsonalities to youth policy 

U
ganda is once again alive with election 
fever: The roads vibrate with campaign 
caravans, music trucks shake the air, 
and crowds clad in yellow, red, blue, and 

green dance behind candidates they believe 
embody their hopes. It is a familiar scene, 
energetic, colourful, emotional, and deeply 
personal. 
_ Yet beneath the noise and excitement li~ a 
quiet, uncomfortable truth: Uganda's election 
debate is dangerously misaligned with the 
global forces shaping our future. 

While we argue aver personalities, the world 
is reorganising itseJf around Africa's youth.Eu­
rope's demographiccrisis,the biggestsincethe 
Second World War, has triggered a structural 
search for labom: The problem for Uganda is 
simple: our politics is unprepared for this mo­
ment 

Uganda's campaign season is focused 
on personalities, not policy 

Every election cycle, Ugandans are encour­
aged to choose between individuals rather 
than ideas. The debate is framed around who 
mobilises larger crowds, who is more charis­
matic; who is more relatable, who has ruled 
long~aD.d who symbolises change. _ 

. This creates emotionalinvestment,but emo­
tional investment does not create nation­
al protection. Not one major rally speech this 
year across the political divide has addressed . 
the global demographic fo~ positioning Af­
rica as the next major labour source for Eu­
rope. 

Not one manifest-..o has explained how Ugan­
da intends to safegtlard its youth from enter­
ing poorly regulated foreign labour markets. 
Not one major figure - incumbent or chal­
lenger - has articulated a strategy for bar-

Ugand<ts youth are not 
jus~national citizens; 
they are entering a . 
wof;ld ,vhere global i 
pewers are calculating 
th~lr value.... . 

Europe will need approximateiy 11 million 
additional workers by 2040 to maintain its 
economic and welfare systems. The shorta.:,<>es 
will cut across elderly care, construction, agri­
culture, transport, and domestic wort - sec­
tors already dependent on ririgrnntlabom: 

Meanv.rhile,Africa -and Uganda,in particu­
lar - has a demographic profile that is irre­
sistibleto ageing economies: 

• Uga.'1da'smedian age: 11 
• Perce.lltage ofUgandans under 30: over 15 

percent 
• Youth unemployrr-.e...'lt: arnongthe highest 

in EastAfrica 
These numbers make Uganda an er...onomic 

magnetfor foreign labour recruiters.Ignoring 
this ill an election year is not just an oversight 
- itis a national vulnerability. 

Uganda must ask harder questions of 
all candidates. 

• How will you negotiate with European 
states who see African workers as a demo­
graphic necessity? Uganda cannot afford lop­
sided agreements. 

• What is your domestic job creation strate­
gy? A nation can not outsource its way to de­
velopment 

• How will you protect Ugandans abroad? 
Because without strong labour diplomacy, 
ouryouthmay enter societies that are not pre­
pared - socially or politically - to receive 
them _ _ ___ _ _ 

These questions are not directed to one can­
didate alone. They apply equally to the incum­
bent, the leading opposition, and eve..>y aspir­

, antontheballot . 

Uganda must redefine what "'eader­
ship" means in aglobalised world. 

Leadership today is not about v.rho is loudest, 
funniest,or most inspiring.!t is about who un­
derstands global trends before they arrive at 
our doorstep. 

A leader who cannot anticipate the global 
labour race is not prepared for the future.A 
leader who does not understandEurope's de­
mographic crisis cannot negotiate on Ugan­
da's behalf A leader who does not protect the 
youth has a1readyfailM the nation. 

As--Ugandans prepare to vote, Lhey must re­
member: Our future will not be s.hapedbypo­
liticalpersonalities, but by the policies we de-
mandfromtbem "', _ 

'uganda's youth are no~justruitional citizeIis; -
they are entering a world Whereglobal powers 
are ca1culating their value!their numbers,and 
their vulnerability. We can not afford to go to 
the ballot boxblirui 

I gainingwith global powers se<>..king African la­
bour: 

Ugandansdeserve to knovlwhereeach presi­
dential contender stands onfour critical ques­
tions: 

• Do you support external labour recruit­
ment as an economic strategy? If yes, under 
what protections? If not, what is your alterna­
tive plan to absorb Uganda's expandingyouth 
population? 

Essay 6 -"'!be New Wilderness: What Ugan­
dan Migrants Actually Face Abroad - Beyond 
theSocialMedia Glamom:"Ciao. 

I 
Gertrude Kamya Ottiieno 
Political Soclotogist/Writer The world's interest in African youth is 

accelerating ... 
According to the EU's 2025 Labour Forecast, 

Alumna ofth& London School of Economics 
(LSE) gkothieno@gmail.oom 
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o t A ghetto yout and foot soldiers 
. AsUga.lldahunlestmmd5theJanuary2026 
General Election,a fa.'11ili.ar storm cioudlooms 
over the political horizon: Lhe rise ofinforrnal 
youth groups acting as ghetto youth struc­
tures and foot soldiers. 

These partisan vigila."1tes, often drawn from 
impoverished urban slun15,have become the 
sharp end ofthe stickin campaign chaos, turn­
ing rallies into 'battlegrounds and peaceful 
mobilisation into a dog-eat-dog affui.t:It's high 
time authorities called a spade a spade and 
disbanded these groups once and for all-just 
as they did with the controversial crime pre­
venters programme. 

Failure to act now risks adding fuel to the 
fire of electoral violence that has scarred past 
polls. 

The ghetto youth phenomenon sterns from 
genuine grievances: s.~etingunemploy­
ment among young people (aver 60 percent in 
urban areas), poverty, and exclusion from th.e 
fruits of Uganda's gro-mb. 

Figures like R0bert Kyagulanyi (Bobi Wine), 
the self-proclaimed "Ghetto President, "have 
tapped into this dlscontent,mobilising slum 
dwellers as a force for change. 

Meanwhile, the ruling National Resistance 
Movement (NHM) has co-opted si...'TIilar struc­
tu..res, "",ith President Museveni pledging 
SilSlb per ghetto structure in Kampala d...~­
sions earlier this year to fund wealth creation 

Uaanda deselTes elec-o 
lions decided by bal-
lot~.not brawn. 

, J 

." 
initiatives and,critics argue, secure loyalty. 

But let's not beat around the bush-tbis du­
al patronage has morphed vulnerable youth 
into political pawru."Foot soldiers,Dpredom-

. inantiy linked to the Opposition in cen 
Uganda, serve as enforcers: shielding candi­
dates,scoutingrou"tes,and clashing with rivals 
or police. 

Reports fromrecen.t by-elections and youth 
council polls hign light how these groups in­
cite riots,intimj"'''' A voters, and disrupt cam­
paigns. The Uganrl.a Human Rights Commis­
sion ((JERe) chaj~rson.,Ms Maria.-n Wan­
ga±i2, G. ~-DecerrtbPJ; desc..--ibed such vig­
i1a::1te ya gro~ as "unlawful., dangerous, 
ami' mpajb~cwithademocraticprocess.." 

This echoes the cautionary tale of the crime 
preventers.Launched in 2014 as a community 
policing auxiliary, the programme ballooned 
into a partisan militia accused of spying on 
Opposition, voter intimidation, and rigging 
during the 2016 elections. International bod­
ies like Amnesty International demanded its 
suspension, and by2011,it was quietly wound 
down amid scandals and indiscipline. 

Today, ghetto youth and foot soldiers are 
crime preventers 2.0: informal, unregulated, 
and ripe for abuse. 
If we ignore the writing on the wall, 2026 

could see a repeat of 2021's carnage: dozens 
dead,hundreds arrested, and tnL<:t in in:,iitu­
tions eroded further: Hotspots like Kampala,. 
Mbale,Arua, and Gulu are already flagged for 
potential violence fuelled byidle youth. 

Uganda deserves elections decided by bal­
lots,not brawn. 
Authorities-from the Electoral Commis­

sion to police and UHRC-fnust bite the buJ.-" 
let: issue clear bans, prosecute instigators, and 
redirect funds to real youth development 

Only then can we tum aver a neVi leat; bury 
the hatchet on vigilante politics, and build a 
peacefu!,inciuslVe democraC)( 

MartinOdongo is a lawyer 
Martinodongo85@glllail.com 
X:@martinodorlg085 
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