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THE DUO PLAYED A KEY ROLE IN FORMATION OF THE DISTRICT 
By Julius Luwemba 
and Samuel Mugabi 

Kiboga district and town council 
authorities have offiCially named a 
1krn road and a hospital maternity 
ward in honour of William 
Wilberforce Kalema and his wife, 
Rhoda KMema (RIP), in recognition 
of their contribution to the area's 
development. 

Following a resolution passed earlier 
in December, a 1 km road in Kiboga 
town has been named after William 
Kalema, who was killed during the Idi 
Amin reginie .. His remains have never 
been recovered. . 

The maternity ward at Kiboga 
hospital was named after Rhoda 
Kalema, who died on August 3, 2025, 
aged 96 years. The-decision was made 
official during a brief ceremony held 
on Saturday, at Kiboga town council. 

The Kiboga chief administrative 
officer, Nsubuga Zirimenya, said 
the couple played a pivotal role in 
the formation of Kiboga district and 
in advancing key social services, 
particularly health and education. 
He highlighted .RhodaKalema's 
contribution to the establishment of 
Kiboga Hospital and several schools. 

"The creation of Kiboga district and, 
10 years later, ' the elevation of its 
trading centre to a township opened 
·the doors to development in the 
area," Zirirnenya said. . 

He added that the elevation ushered 
in major benefits, including the 
tarmacking of the Busunju-Kiboga 
section of the Kampala-Hoima road, 
the construction of more health 
centres and schools, and expanded 
electricity connectivity. 

In her memoir, Rhoda Kalema 
expressed hope for a lasting impact, 
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health care in the area. 
"However, other areas that were 

far from the hospital lacked health 
facilities. My mother invited the Safe 
Motherhood Programme to Kiboga in 
July 1991, which offered health and 
maternity relief as well as training 
and workshops," Nakibule said. 

She added that on ovember 
2, 1989, the maternity ward at 
Bukomero Maternity Centre was 
offiCially opened through her 
mother's efforts. 

The family 
; of the late 
. William 
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Another daughter, Gladys Kalema­
Zikusoka, recalled how Rhoda co­
ordinated Uganda Women's Effort to 

: save Orphans in Kiboga to support 
orphans and spearheaded education 
initiatives. . 

"By May 1992, my mother and 
some of her friends had finished and Rhoda 

t<alema was 
elated by-a 

~ foundation 
stone 

crediting 
. their 

mother at 
a maternity 

ward in 
:. . Kiboga 

---.......... ~------
• putting up Ssinde Primary School, 
which focused on vocational training 
courses," she said, noting that the 

- Kiboga Development Association 
later helped rebuild several schools 
between 1989 and 1993. 

Hospital 

wrltliig:'Tnopeilifs"fllsiOry . Of lG150ga 
and the revival of its schools and other 
infrastructure will benefit current and 
future generations in Kiboga and the rest 
of Uganda." 

KJ.lloga LCIIl chairperson Henry 
Kagali revealed that funds have already 
been secured to tarmac part of the 
newly named William Kalema Road. 

Kiboga town council speaker Edith 
Nakate praised Rhoda Kalema's 
inclusive leadership, saying she never 
allowed political differences to obstruct 

; Councillor Badru Wasswa 
. Kakembo, representing the elderly, 
recounted Rhoda's political journey, 
including winning against eight men 

' in the 1994 Constituent Assembly 
race. In her autobiography, My Life 

1ItUo~w--· r-oa.e-'~"'ril"'lr -·1ffi'0CIa;'w1io -ericoUragedlefiThlesto"" is But a Weaving, Rhoda wrote: "I 
RII\ IU9 IL' • U U aim for higher positions," Nakate said. did not consider people to be mere 

not · Representing the hospital votes. They were citizens I needed to 
administration, Dr Peter Isagala, on stay close to, serve and enlighten." 

They were citizens." 

service delivery. 
"I joined elective politics at a 

tender age with inspiration from 

behalf of Dr Asuman Kasujja, the William Kalema, born on June 
head of Kiboga Hospital, underscored 11, 1926, served as minister for 
Rhoda's role in establishing the facility commerce and industry under 
and her continued support to patients the Obote government. He was 
and health workers. kidnapped on January 20, 1972, 

Veronica akibule, one of the nearly a year after the 1971 coup, 
Kalemas' children, said the opening and is believed to have been killed 
of Kiboga's main hospital in July the same day. His remains have 
1973 Significantly improved access to never been found. 

Create your own jobs, minister Byamukama tells youth ~HAT OTHERS SAID 
Maj. Onesmas Kakuru, 
the division political 
commissar, called on 

regiona l ideology youth 
co' ordinator, emphasised 
the need for a mindset . 
change among the youth 
to ach ieve sustainable 
livelihoods. 

The Minister of State for 
Transport, Fred Byamukama, 
has urged the youth in Bunyoro 
sub·region to stop chasing 
white-collar jobs and instead 
focus on creating their own 
e1llployment opportunities for 
wealth creation. 

"I advise you to start your own 
projects for wealth creation. I 
started with small projects, but 
1 have grown bigger and now 
employ 26 youth from different 
comers of Uganda. 1 earn a net 
profit of over sh70m from my 
demonstration farm which I 
started recently," Byamukama 
said. 

The nuruster made the 
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Byamukama addressing over 200YQ.uth ... S: ft:-o.f1!:!!l~ B~nV' ro "'. " IIn"r"AI,,"n 

were sponsored by President Yoweri Museveni for a st u y tour at 
demonstration farm in Kikwaya village, Kakumiro district on Sunday 

remarks while addresSing over and female leaders and persons expand, Citing enterprises-such • goveinment fobs~ 
200 youth from Bunyoro sub· with disabilities, came from as piggery, cattle keeping, "We have very few 
region who were sponsored by Masindi, Bullisa, Kiryandongo, poultry, coffee growing and government jobs compared to 

the youth to embrace 
financial discipline. He 
urged graduates to start 
productive enterprises 
and shun drug abuse, 
promiscuity and laziness, 
while applying the 
knowledge, skills and 
experience gained from 
minister Byamukama. 

"Financial discipline is 
very important. Some 
youth used Emyooga funds 
to drink intoxicants and 
engage in promiscuous 
acts. It is important for 
you to learn how to use 
the meagre resources at 
hand to grow into bigger 
enterprises," Kakuru said. 

Joselyn Atuhura, the 

"There is a need for a 
mindset change among 
the youth for sustainable 
livel ihood. The defeatist 
mentality must change if 
the youth are to transform 
economica lly. Free things 
f rom the Government are 
not there," Atuhura said. 

Violet Kabas indi f rom 
the NRM secretariat sa id 
the youth were sponsored 
by the President to learn 
from Byamukama how 
to effectively use small 
pieces of land for mult iple 
enterprises aimed at 
wealth creation. 

President Museveni for a study Kikuube, Hoi,rna, Kagadi, banana production. the number of people seeking of land for projects like poultry, by opportunists, urging them 
tour at his demonstration farm Kibaale and Kakurniro districts. He encouraged the youth them. The better option is to piggery and coffee, which are instead to vote for leaders who 
in Kikwaya, Kakurniro district Byamukama said young to emulate his ' four·acre create jobs rather than hunt not stressful," he said. can lobby for resources and 
on' Sunday. people can start projects at demonstration farm and stop or' clamour for them. Avoid The minister also cautioned connect them to opportunities 
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