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National News 

One miner sutrocates~ three 
injured at Kassanda mine 
Residents said an un­
specified number of 
miners was still trapped 
in the gold mi~e. 

BYENOCK MATOVU 
. & MALIK F JJINGO 

The Police Fire Prevention and Res­
cue Services has retrieved one of 
the bodies of artisanal gold min­
ers who got trapped in a deep 

mine pit in Kassanda District. 
The miners were trapped in a pit at 

Kagaba mining site,Bukuya Sub-county 
in Kassanda District on Tuesday morn­
ing. 

The officers also rescued three oth­
er miners and rushed them to nearby 
health centres. The injured miners are 
in critical condition. 

A late Tuesday statement by the Po­
lice Mineral Protection Unit identified 
the deceased miner as Yokana Man­
ishimwe, who alongside 17 others got 
trapped in the mine. They entered the 
mine at around 7am. 

·According to eyewitnesses, an un­
specified number of miners was still 
trapped in the killer pit 

"By noon, [Tuesday], voices of affect­
ed miners were still being heard from 
underground, crying for help," Mr Dan­
iel Ssekyanzi,a resident,said yesterday. 

One of the survivors who preferred 
anonymity for fear of reprimand, re­
calls hearing the sound of a big heap of 

, -
Artisanal miners in Lujingi D Village, Kassanda Dist~ict inspect ~ gold mine that collapsed, killing one of their colleagues 
on September10,2019. PHOTO/JOSEPHINE NNA88AALE 

soil that collapsed on them while inside 
the pit 

"We signed on a list which had over 20 
names before entering the pit Five ofus 
were removed from the pit alive before 

security authorities suspended the ex- • 
ercise and chased away all locals from 
the scene who were trying to take pic- : 
tures using their smartphones,"the sur- ~ 
vivorsaid. . 

Another resident, who also spoke on 
condition of anonymity, accused police 
of conniving with owners of mines to 
block locals who offered to help in res­
cuing victims from the pit 

www.monitor.co.ug 

PAST INCIDENTS 

In the last decade, a number'of 
people have died in Kassanda's 
gold mines. In April 2015, two ar­
tisanal miners, Aluberi Ndyayi­
saba, 27, and Dan Asiimwe, 18, 
died of suffocation at Kapya 
gold mining site in Kitumbi Sub­
county. 

This occurred a few weeks 
after a similar incident had oc­
curred in the same sub-county, 
killing two miners. 

In April 2020, two artisa­
nal gold miners got trapped in 
a 300-feet gold pit in Kitumbi 
Sub-county and died . 

The bodies were retrieved by 
members of Police Fire Preven­
tion and Rescue Services after 
nine days . . 

"They removed the body that was 
near the surface but we fear more dead 
bodies may be still trapped in the pit, 
maybe they will remove them at night 
Some owners of the mines usually con­
ceal information about deaths infear of 
having their mines dosed," a resident, 
who declined toreveal hisidentity,said. 

By press time, the total number of 
those still trapped underground and 
the cause of the collapse were yet to be 
established 

wamala Regional Police Spokesper­
son Lameck Kigozi tolg Daily Monitor 
that he was yet to get details about the 
incident. 
. Kassanda District has four gold 
mines in Kitumbi, Bukuya and Kalwa­
na sub-counties that have witnessed 
emergence of small townships populat­
ed by labourers and traders seeking to 
eke out a living at the mines and from 
auxiliary businesses. The gold mines 
are operated by artisanal miners. 
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Mu. eveni approves proposal to build second industrial park in Mbale 
r 

BY MICHAELAGABA 
& GODFREY LUGAAJU 

KIRUHURA. President Museveni has 
approved a proposal to establish a sec­
ond industrial park in Uganda, follow­
ing'a briefing from developers at the 
China-Uganda Mbale Industrial Park. 
Mr Museveni and First Lady Janet Mu­

seveni hosted a delegation led by Ms 
Lucy Zhang, the chief executive officer 
of Tian Tang Group, at their country 
home in Rwakitura, Kiruhura District 
last Friday. 

Ms Zhang on Tuesday toldjoumalists 
in Kampala that she briefed the Presi­
dent on the latest developments at the 
Mbale facility and formally expressed 
her group's intention to expand its foot­
print by es~blishing another industrial 
part at a new location. 

"The President welcomed the plan 
and assured us of government support 
to ensure the success of the expansion," 
she said. 

"Tonight, a team from the Mbale In­
dustrial Park led by Ms Lucy Zhang 
called on Mama Janet and me at Rwak-

. itura. They updated us on progress at 
thepartandinformedusoftheirinten­
tion to set up another industrial park. I 
welcome their plan and assure them of 
our support,"President Museveni wrote 
onX (formerly Twitter) about the devel­
opment last Friday. • 

The existing 619-acre park in Mbale 
City, loca~ed in eastern Uganda, has 

UPPORT 

"The 
President 
welcomed 
the-plan and 
assured us of 
government 
support,· Ms 
Lucy Zhang, 
the chief 
executive 
officer of 
T1anTang 
Group. 

flooding. President Museveni and First Lady Janet Museveni pose for a photo with a 
delegation of entrepreneurs at the China-Uganda Mbale Industrial Park at 
their country home in Rwakitura, Kiruhura District, last Friday. PHOTO/PPU 

With a total investment of $2.5b 
(Shs8.99 trillion), the park's factories 
produce goods such as glass,detergents, 

project include plans to launch four mobile phones, LED bulbs, and baby 
new factories specialising in steel, tex- ; diapers, using raw materials sourced 
tiles,electronics,and paper production. ' from both Uganda and China 

been a cornerstone of the government's 
industrialisation drive since it became 
operational in 2018. 

About Mbale industrial park 
The facility hosts approximately 

75 factories and employs more than 
12,000 Ugandans. 

Recent developments at the Mbale 

The park has also seen major infra- The part strives to implement the Buy 
structure investments, including a Uganda,BuildUganda(BUBU)policyby 
$2.5m (Shs8.99b), wastewater treat- maximising the use oflocally-sourced 
ment systern,as well a,s ~vernment· - Ugandan raw materials. Its products 
itiatives to enb.attc:~I./jltr1lLljlIll:i~ §91d in the Ugandan market and ex­
and improve road networl<s to prevent f ported to neighbouring countries in-

duding Kenya, Tanzania, South Sudan, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, and 
Rwanda. . 

At an inauguration ceremony held in 
late August, Museveni emphasised that 
the national inaustrialisation agenda 
relies on attracting investors who can 
createjobs. 

"As a nation, we must focus on sec­
tors that generate wealth and employ­
ment for our people. This will also ad­
dress the need for import substitution, 
especially for consumer and commer­
cial goods,-said Mr Museveni. 

Key among the new factories are 
Uganda United Steel Investment Co Ltd 
and Xinlong Textile & Garment Tech­
nology Co Ltd. 

The President also laid foundation 
stones for nine other projects,including 
Hercules Automobile Manufacturing 
Co Ltd and Changjiang Industry. 

President Museveni revealed that Chi­
nese investors are seeking an addition-
al 500 acres.ofland to expand the cur- .. ft 
rent park and urged local residents to 
cooperate with authorities to secure 
the land. 

The push to build more industrial 
hubs aligns with Mr Museveni's vision 
oftransfonnihg Uganda from a trading 
economy into an industrialised nation. 

He pledged to develop similar parks in 
the Masaka, Kyotera, and Kalungu dis­
tricts to promote value addition and 
youth employment 


