
BY BRENDA BAWD 

On the surface, it looks 
like just another police 
story. An arrest. A suspect. 
A long investigation finally 
looking like it will be 
closed. But beneath the 
headlines lies a creepy, 
scary, and far more urgent 

.~ 

lesson every teenager must 
come to understand. It is 
a lesson emerging from a 
Mbale case that Police say 
began as one crime, but 
may point to something 
far bigger and more 
disturbing. It is not new 
to the ear that younger 
girls in high school prefer, 

and sometimes fantasise 
about, dating older men 
because they can provide 
what their peers cannot: 
smartphones, airtime, and, 
for the most part, quick 
cash at any time. 

In March this year, a 
15-year-old Senior Two 
student from Mbale lost 

her life at a guest house 
in the city according 
to a harrowing news 
story published in the 
New Vision on Tuesday, 
December 16, 2025. Nine 
months later, Police 
arrested a susp~ct in 
Mayuge District after a long 
investigation. While the 

arrest brought a measure 
of justice, details emerging 
from the case have raised 
serious questions about 
how teenagers are being 
targeted and why vigilance 
matters now more than 
ever. 

It rarely starts with 
violence. It starts with 

conversation. A message. 
Attention. Someone 
older who seems 
confident, generous, and 
understanding. Someone 
who makes a teenage girl 
feel beautiful, hot, seen, 
andspeciaLTh~ishow 
many predators begin. 

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 18-19. 
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