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The EduGation Ministry 
has cautioned school 
administrators against 
altering the academic 
schedule without au­
thorisation. 

BY JANE NAFU~ 

T
he Ministry of Education and 
Sports has released the 2026 aca­
demic calendar for primary and 

. . secondary schools, setting Febru-
ary 2, 2026, as the . .official start of the 
first tenn, ~"" 

The Permanent Secretary, Ms Kedrace 
Turyagyenda, unveiled the calendar 
yesterday, urging schools to strictly ad­
here to the stipulated dates and ensure 
that learning starts promptly at the be-

. ginnjng of each term. 
. According to the calendar, First Term 
for primary and post-primary institu­
tions will run from Monday, February 2 
to Friday, May 1. Second Term will begin 
on May 25 and end on August 22, while 
Third Term will start on September 14 
and close on December 4. 
In a January 4 statement, Ms Tu­

ryagyendacautionedschooladminis­
trators against altering the academic 
sci.ledule without authorisation. 

:'No school term should be cut short 
for any reason without prior written 
permission from the Permanent Secre-' 
tar'{," she said. 

The1llinistry further outlined report­
ing timelines for senior students. Place­
ment of Senior One students will take 
place between January 29 and 30, with 
reporting for First Term scheduled for 
February ~ 

Senior Five placement will be con­
ducted on Februafy 12 and 13, while re-

Govt releases dates for 
2026 school calendar 

, 
Students attend lessons in 2024. The Education ministry has released a new academic calender 
for schools. PHOTO/FILE. PHOTO/FILE 

porting for Term One is set for Febru­
ary 23,2026. 

Ms Turyagyenda also reiterated the of­
ficial school hours,noting that learning 
in primary and post-primary schools 
should run from 8am to 4:30pm, while 
pre-primary schools should operate 

from 8am to l2pm. : She added that 
To address traffic congestion. particu- s c h 0 01 0 pen -

larly in urban areas, head teachers of ~ ing days, visita­
boarding schools in the Kampala Met- : tion schedules, 
ropolitan Area were advised to stagger and other major 
opening and closing dates for different annual functions 
classes. should be organ-

ised ill consultation with neighbouring 
. institutions to avoid congestion and dis­
order. 

"Management of these functions 
should adhere to the guidelines for 
the safe conduct of entertainment and 
co-curricular activities and the election 
of student leaders in pre-primary, pri­
mary, and post-primary schools,"Ms Tu­
ryagyenda said, urging schbols to sen­
sitise parents and other stakeholders 
about the academic calendar. 

Students will break for the First Term 
holidays from May 2 to May 24. Second 
Term holidays will run from August 23 
to September 13, while Third Term hol­
idays will begin on December 4, 2026, 
and end on January 31,2027. 

Beyond classroom learning, the calen­
dar also provides for co-curricular ac­
tivities, including inter-school music, 
dance, and drama (MOD) competitions 
at the school level in First Term, district 
level in Second Term,and national level 
in Third Term.Leamers are also expect­
ed to participate in the National MDD 
Festival during the Second Term holi­
days. 

Other planned activities include 
science fairs, the East African Com-
munity essay writing competi­
tion, debates, Uganda National 
Students' Association meetings 
and elections, as well as SESEMAT 
in-service training sessions across 
various regions. 
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Bohi Wille condemns attack onjoumalists Archbishop Kaziimba 
BY DERRICK WANDERA 

KAMPALA. Security personnel yes­
terday targeted and beat up a BBS Tere­
fayinajournalist, Mr Ivan Mbadhi, and 
pepper sprayed several others who were 
covering the campaign of National Uni­
ty Platform (NUP) presidential candidate 
Roberf~anyi,aliasBobiWine. 
. As Bobi Wine arrived at Cheminy VIl­
lageinKweenDistrictaftermakingsever­
al stop overs, the police fired teargas can­
isters to disperse his supporters. 

Journalist Mb~dhi who was on duty 
covering events, was brutalised by secu­
ritypersonneL 

Two uniformed officers from the Coun­
ter Terrorism Unit held Mbadhi and re­
portedly hit his head several times on a 
patted em: He was later rushed to hospi­
tal for first aid 

Several people have condemned the at­
tack on journalists. 

When contacted for a comment, Police 
spokesperson Rusoke Kituuma said he 
was trying to establish the facts on the ' 
ground from the officers who led the op­
eratio~-

"We know that there have been situa­
tions on the trail of~gulanyi today, in­
cluding what you are telling me about. I 
am finding out facts to see what can be 
done but this is regrettable,"Mr Kituuma 
said in a telephone interview. 
IThis is not the first time journalists are 

beiflg-atta ee. 
In OctobeI;a Simba FMjournalist was 

~ assaUJ.ted by the security personnel in 
, Mbarara District and was rushed to hos­
; pitalfQrfirstaid 
: During the Kawempe No~ by-elec­

tion.severaljournalists were beaten by 
security operatives. 

On several occasions,human rights ac­
tivists have also condemned the assault 
onjournalists. 

According to the Executive Director 
of Human Rights Network for Journal­
ists, Mr Robert Ssempala, the violation 
ranged from direct intimidation from 
security personnel to beatings. 

The Sipi RegioruU Police Commander, 
Mr Dauda lliriga said: "This is an unfor­
tunate situation because we were in an 
operaaon but we have always protect­
ed thejournalists.I am following up on 
this matter to see the officers involved 
so that I can handle this decisively:" 

Bobi Wine campaigns 
For the better part of the day, Bobi. 

Wine held small rallies on stop overs.He 
said he had been blocked from going to 
his official campaign rallies. 

"I have been blocked in all my ral­
lies and that is why I have held most of 
them on the roadside,"Mr ~gulanyi 
said 

"The criminals attacked aBBS1Vjour­
nalist,Ivan Mbadi, whose crime was do­
ing his WOlk. •• They fear the camera be­
cause they know they are committing 
crimes againsthumanity! Journalism is 
Ota~ 'neaEld 
Sebei Sub-region has suffered from 

~ past insurgencies and insecurity. For 
: decades, the Sebei people were killed 
~ and their cattle and other livestock raid-
• ed by neighbouring groups, especial­

ly the Karamojong and Pokot tnbe of 
Western Kenya Thousands of people 
were also displaced internally. 

The government has over the years 
promised to compensate the affected 
people but the promise has never ma­
terialised. 

"When [you] put me into power,I am 
going to solve your problems of poverty. 
Because of cattle rustling that has been 
happening,Museveni has been promis­
ing you people that he would compen­
sate your cattle but I know he would 
[not]. He is a liar,just give him one con­
dition. that no cattle,no vote,"Mr~­
lanyisaid. 

84VIGTIMS 
Survey. According to the 2024 
report by the Human Rights 
Network for Journalists, a total 
of 84 joumalists in Uganda were 
victims of various violations and 
abuses while on ty marking a 
oS m 
recorde 74 cases_ 

calls for peace, tolerance 
BY STEPHEN OTAGE 

KAMPALA: The Archbishop of the 
Church of Uganda, the Most Rev Ste­
ven Kazimba Mugalu has called foruni­
ty and tolerance, saying sectarianism un­
dermines the development of the na­
tion. 

While presiding over the funeral ser­
vice of obstetrician and gynaecologist,Dr 
Ignatius James Batwala,on Sunday,Arch­
bishop Kaziimba said all human beings 
are equal before God 

Caution againstcolTUption 
The archbishop also cautioned people' 

against corruption and greed for mate­
rial things, advising people to give to the 
needy. 

"Why should we mistreat each other? 
Why should we give attention to corrup­
tion? Some people are eating while oth­
ers are starving. Whatever you are eat­
ing will roll have seen people who have 
beautiful houses but do not accept pe0-
ple to visit them, they have plates forvisi­
tors, but visitors are not using the plates," 
he said 

He added: "Others have too much 
money to buy anything to eat and they 
are spending a lot of money to cut the 
~~'~~have~ 

es using stolen iron sheets and yet they 

cannot sleep in those hauses;'he said 
Archbishop Kaziimba warned candi­

dates for various political lXlsitions and 
their supporters against engaging in vio­
lence,sayingthe elections should be con­
ductedin a free and fair manner. 

The archbishop cautioned government 
officials and members of the. security 
forces against intimidating and beating 
Opposition supporters. 

Archbishop Kaziimba said they should 
letthe Opposition parties to operate free­
ly within the laws of the country, adding 
that Opposition parties are akey compo­
nent of democracy. 

The cleric also equated political par­
ties to different football teams in the Pre­
mier League. He said if there was only 
one team in the Premier League, then it 
would not be competing with anyone. 

About Batwala 
The late Dr Batwala, 89, collapsed on 

December 31 at his home in Ntinda, a 
Kampala City suburb,and died as he was 
being rushed to Mulago National·Refer­
ral Hospital. 

The deceased was hailed for enablihg 
many women with infertility issues to 
conceive. He was also a philanthropist. 

He will be laid to rest today at his an­
cestral home in Muguluka, on the Jin­

, ja:Kamu1H-oacl; 


